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1 Introduction

Introduction
The Vyasa-puja book is the annual tribute to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada from his disciples and grand-disciples around the world. It is an offering to him and carries the prayers and hopes of those who serve his mission. It is a pilgrimage of the pen to a personality who can purify even the holy places. It is a great good fortune for us that the Vaisnava tradition demands that at least once a year we are obligated to undertake this meditation on his person and teachings.
Srila Prabhupada taught that we are at the beginning of a golden age of Kali-yuga that will last for ten thousand years. It is reported that in the course of a conversation he said that his books would be the law books for those ten thousand years. What a breathtaking, bold statement! Practically the oldest human remains still existing today are the pyramids of Egypt, which are only five thousand years old. They are in considerable disrepair, and the culture that created them has been extinct more than two thousand years. No empire in modern history has lasted even a thousand years.
In his preface to the Srimad-Bhagavatam, Srila Prabhupada describes the work as “a cultural presentation for the respiritualization of the entire human society.” This again is as striking and brave a statement as one will find by any philosopher or conqueror. Srila Prabhupada clearly intended his work to have the greatest impact on history that one can imagine!
This being the year 2000, the dawn of a new millennium, it is perhaps appropriate to look at the long-term prospects for the teachings of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, founder-acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness and the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.
There is a theory that people become more skeptical about the actual existence of a real person as time goes on. In his 17th-century work Theologiæ Christianæ Principia Mathematica, a mathematician and theologian by the name of Craig calculated that if the Gospels of the New Testament had not been written, people would have considered Jesus a myth by about the year 800. But the existence of these works, he estimated, will hold off the disbelief in Jesus till about 3,150. It is interesting to note that today, about 5,000 years after Sri Krsna left the earth planet, many people, even in India, think He was not a real person.
The preaching strategy of Srila Prabhupada and his ISKCON society dovetails extremely well with a good preservation strategy. This strategy is sankirtana, mainly through book distribution. No organization emphasizes book distribution as much as ISKCON and the BBT. It is this book production and distribution to as many people as possible, with translation into as many languages as possible, that will be the most potent force for the preservation of Srila Prabhupada’s message. But book distribution alone may not be enough to preserve the understanding that Srila Prabhupada was a flesh-and-blood person. To hark back to our point concerning “the mathematics of mythology,” even the author of the Vedas, Vyasadeva, is considered mythological. After all, people say, how could only one man produce so many books? One day the same may well be said of Srila Prabhupada.
Fortunately, the Vyasa-puja book, with its pictures, is there to show the “real” man. And the pictures show him surrounded by other “real” men. We who were in the presence of such a great personality have a responsibility to preserve his legacy. Increasingly, the news of his followers is that this one or that one has passed away, this one or that one just had by-pass heart surgery, this one or that one has fallen to some life-threatening disease. The more evidence that can be accumulated regarding the actual historicity of Srila Prabhupada, the more chance there is for his acceptance as the principal acarya for the next ten thousand years. The followers of Srila Prabhupada now on the planet are the first two generations of disciples. If we don’t record these things, who will? If not now, when? We are indebted to such authors as Satsvarupa dasa Goswami, Hari Sauri Prabhu, and Srutakirti Prabhu, who have written wonderful biographical books on Srila Prabhupada, and we eagerly await the publications of such authors as Mukunda Goswami and Govinda-devi dasi, who also had the mercy of lots of his personal association.
On a personal note, for several years it fell to me to choose the pictures for the Vyasa-puja book from the 18,000 slides and 13,000 negatives of Srila Prabhupada in the Bhaktivedanta Archives. Around 150 pictures have to be selected. They have to be “good” (i.e., in focus with reasonable lighting), and preferably they should not have appeared in the book before, or at least not recently. Some should be serious, some smiling, some should show interaction with devotees or guests, some at programs, some solitary. This service is a wonderful meditation. It has to be one of the more nectarean engagements in Krsna consciousness, and the nectar is even sweeter when the book comes out and you actually see the printed result.
Although when we see a picture of Srila Prabhupada we sometimes think we can tell what his mood was at that moment, we can never truly know what the pure devotee was thinking. There is one particular set of photos in which Srila Prabhupada seems to be very deep in serious meditation. The focus is perfect, the lighting good, and the best pictures in the series have been used in many publications. I have admired these pictures for years, and frequently picked one or more of them for the Vyasa-puja book. One day the devotee-photographer who shot them paid a visit to the Bhaktivedanta Archives and happened to notice them. He explained to me that at the time Srila Prabhupada was listening to one of his sannyasi disciples criticize other disciples and their management of the society’s affairs. When I realized that Srila Prabhupada’s superintense expression in those pictures had arisen out of his concern for his society of devotees, I was moved to meditate on how great was his care for us and how much we owe him.
Savior of the whole world Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!
Ranjita dasa 

Bhaktivedanta Archives

****************

2 Meaning of Vyasa-puja

The Meaning of  Vyasa  Puja

Srila Vyasadeva, a literary incarnation of God, begins his glorification of Lord Krsna by saying om namo bhagavate vasudevaya. After offering worship to Lord Krsna, he gave this benediction to all: Lord Krsna will be captured within the heart of anyone who hears Srimad-Bhagavatam attentively and submissively. This is the process of parampara. The enlightened souls worship their spiritual masters and Krsna, receive the mercy flowing down, and then distribute it to those who would accept it. At the same time, the spiritual masters receive our offerings of love and deliver them to Lord Krsna through this chain of disciplic succession. While the worship flows upward toward Krsna, the mercy flows downward to us. Srila Prabhupada, as the representative of Srila Vyasadeva, also worshiped Lord Krsna, while simultaneously giving benediction to all members of suffering humanity who would listen to his messages and follow him. 

Srila Vyasadeva concludes his first prayer with the word dhimahi. In 1971, in Gorakhpur, India, Srila Prabhupada explained this word on the Vyasa-puja day of his spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. Srila Prabhupada explained that by using this word Srila Vyasadeva is joining with all his disciples in worshiping Lord Krsna: 

And we shall together offer flowers. Actually, the worship is . . . , that is my duty. But sagosthi. Now I’ll have to offer my respect with my spiritual family members, sagosthi. That is called sagosthi. Just like Vyasadeva says, dhimahi. He’s offering prayer sagosthi, with all his followers and disciples. That is the process. 

In our temples in India we often see an Indian woman come to the temple holding one child on her hip, another by the hand, and perhaps still another in her abdomen, yet to be born. When she bows down to offer obeisances, all her children bow also. Similarly, Srila Prabhupada saw all living entities as part of Krsna’s family, and he desired to induce them all to surrender at Krsna’s lotus feet. Srila Prabhupada’s satisfaction was to see everyone happy by chanting Hare Krsna, taking prasadam, and reading Krsna’s books. 

On this auspicious day we celebrate and glorify Srila Prabhupada’s powerful connection with Srila Vyasadeva and the whole parampara. We celebrate Srila Prabhupada’s extraordinary qualities and his unique mission of delivering Krsna consciousness to all countries of the world. As Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura writes in his Gurv-astaka, samsara-davanala-lidha-loka: the whole world is burning in the fire of unending distress, and there is no escape by material means.  Srila Prabhupada is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy flowing down from Lord Krsna to Brahma, to Narada, to Vyasa, and to Lord Caitanya and his followers, and Srila Prabhupada is distributing this mercy to refresh us and liberate us from the fire of material desire, which is burning our hearts. Srila Prabhupada gave us the message of Lord Krsna without change, exactly as it was spoken thousands of years before. Therefore we can experience the full potency of Lord Krsna’s personal presence even today. Yet Srila Prabhupada did not simply repeat Krsna’s words like a parrot. As Vyasa said about Sukadeva Gosvami, suka-mukhad amrta-drava-samyutam. Because Sukadeva touched it with his lips, the Bhagavatam became even sweeter and more easily understood. In the same way, Srila Prabhupada’s purports have changed the hearts of people worldwide and effected “a revolution in the impious lives of this world’s misdirected civilization.”

Many Indian swamis went to the Western countries before Srila Prabhupada, but no Westerners became Vaisnavas. Once one such swami gave him some advice. Srila Prabhupada relates,

[The swami said,] “You are going to a foreign country and you do not know which hand to take this fork and knife.” So I told him, “I am not going to learn all these things. I am going to teach them something else, to forget it.” 

Although preaching boldly, Srila Prabhupada remained humble. Whenever he was praised he would give all credit to his spiritual master and sometimes even to his own disciples. In 1970 Srila Prabhupada wrote in a letter: 

Yes, if it is any credit for me, that is what you have written, that I tried to give aural reception to the words of my Spiritual Master, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswami Maharaja, and thus I tried to engage my tongue in repeating the same words without any change. Actually I am the most unworthy servant of His Divine Grace because I delayed to execute His order by so many years. But it was better I began late than never, and therefore He has kindly sent to me so many young hearts to cooperate with me in this great Movement. Please therefore continue your good cooperation, and I am sure great things will happen without delay.

Srila Prabhupada was the embodiment of compassion. Just as Srila Vyasadeva, feeling compassion, wrote Srimad-Bhagavatam to give the world light in this dark age, Srila Prabhupada carried this torchlight of knowledge to all corners of the world to illuminate everyone’s heart. Just as Advaita Acarya cried loudly for Lord Krsna to descend in Navadvipa, Srila Prabhupada called Krsna to appear in temples worldwide and also as harinama on the streets of the world’s major cities, from New York to Paris to Sydney to Tokyo. And just as Lord Caitanya chased the conditioned souls all over India to bring them back to Krsna’s lotus feet, Srila Prabhupada traveled all over the world to pick up the mlecchas and convert them into Vaisnavas. 

When glorified for his amazing achievements, Srila Prabhupada said (in parphrase), 

Sometimes people give me so much honor. “Swamiji, you have created something wonderful.” I do not feel that I have created something wonderful. What have I done? I say that I’m not a magician. I am simply  presenting Bhagavad-gita as it is, that’s all. If there is any credit, this is the only credit. Anyone can do it. The Bhagavad-gita is there, and anyone can present Bhagavad-gita as it is. So it will act wonderfully. I am not a magician. I do not know the tricks of magic or the yoga-siddhis;  I have no such power. So, my only credit is that I do not want to mix this pure Bhagavad-gita teaching with any rascaldom, that’s all. That is my credit. And whatever little miracle has been done, it is only on this principle.

On this Vyasa-puja day we pray to rededicate ourselves to pleasing Srila Prabhupada, to expanding his mission, to helping others understand the compassion, the humor, the humility, the determination of this great soul who walked among us. We pray to reaffirm our vows to be faithful to him and thus strengthen our connection with the parampara by worshiping him, knowing that our worship will flow up through Srila Prabhupada and the disciplic succession to Lord Krsna. At the same time, let us be receptive to the mercy flowing down through Srila Prabhupada to us. As members of Srila Prabhupada’s family, we pray to carry on the family tradition and keep the parampara alive by distributing the legacy of mercy we have received so that Krsna’s family members will increase. We pray to bring as our offering to Srila Prabhupada people from every country of the world to offer themselves in surrender at his lotus feet.

Narayani-devi dasi

Vrndavana, India 

********************

3 GBCs

Anuttama dasa

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. 

Before becoming your disciple, I read several versions of the Bhagavad-gita. All of them seemed very mystical, yet none gave me a clear sense of understanding God, nor any practical solutions to my problems. 

When I read your purports to the Bhagavad-gita As It Is, however, I was struck by the cohesion of the Vaisnava philosophy, and I was convinced to seek a Krsna conscious solution to the conflicted world I faced. On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I meditate on three of your purports that are among my favorites. By remembering your vani I am inspired, and I appreciate more and more the gifts you have given us.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is, verse 3.29, purport:

Men who are ignorant cannot appreciate activities in Krsna consciousness, and therefore Lord Krsna advises us not to disturb them and simply waste valuable time. But the devotees of the Lord are more kind than the Lord because they understand the purpose of the Lord. Consequently they undertake all kinds of risks, even to the point of approaching ignorant men to try to engage them in the acts of Krsna consciousness, which are absolutely necessary for the human being. [emphasis added] 

Bhagavad-gita As It Is, verse 12.11, purport:

It is also found that when one who is not even interested in the activities of Krsna consciousness gives charity to some hospital or some other social institution, he gives up the hard-earned results of his activities. This is also recommended here because by the practice of giving up the fruits of one’s activities one is sure to purify his mind gradually, and in that purified stage of mind one becomes able to understand Krsna consciousness. Of course, Krsna consciousness is not dependent on any other experience, because Krsna consciousness itself can purify one’s mind, but if there are impediments to accepting Krsna consciousness, one may try to give up the results of his actions. In that respect, social service, community service, national service, sacrifice for one’s country, etc., may be accepted so that some day one may come to the stage of pure devotional service to the Lord.

Bhagavad-gita As It Is, verse 9.30, purport:

On the other hand, one should not misunderstand that a devotee in transcendental devotional service can act in all kinds of abominable ways; this verse only refers to an accident due to the strong power of material connections. Devotional service is more or less a declaration of war against the illusory energy. As long as one is not strong enough to fight the illusory energy, there may be accidental falldowns. But when one is strong enough, he is no longer subjected to such falldowns, as previously explained. No one should take advantage of this verse and commit nonsense and think that he is still a devotee. If he does not improve in his character by devotional service, then it is to be understood that he is not a high devotee. [emphasis added]
Srila Prabhupada, here you outline essential concepts of living a Krsna conscious life. On your Vyasa-puja day, protect us so that we don’t simply remember your teachings and pastimes as historical concepts. Please let the reality of your divine instructions enter our hearts to guide us throughout the year.

To grow your movement, we must remember your instruction that devotees of the Lord must become more merciful than the Lord because we know the purpose of the Lord. Please inspire us to sacrifice our own comfort for the well-being of others, just as you did. Please rid us of complacency and arrogance, two great enemies of the neophytes. 

To grow your movement, we must encourage all endeavors toward Krsna, be they big or small. Please free us from envy, that we might see every pious act of the conditioned soul as a small step toward Krsna. Please bless your society so that we can be a place of encouragement for sincere seekers of God. We are not meant to be isolated islands of practitioners, but kind and humble communities reaching out with compassion to others, whatever their spiritual status and needs might be. 

To grow your movement, we must set examples of piety and God conscious behavior. Let us give up the ignorant idea that we are special for any reason other than the mercy you have granted us. Let us remember that while Krsna forgives our shortcomings, we must strive with vigilance to uphold the principles of truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy, and austerity. Without exemplifying these Vaisnava qualities, both individually and in our communities, our efforts to preach to others will ring hollow and be of little impact. 

Your servant,

Anuttama dasa

Badrinarayan dasa

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

When standing on a mountain, one does not realize the mass or height of the peak. One is too close and sees only the trees, rocks, and other scenery. By traveling to the base of the mountain, one begins to get a sense of the scale, but only from a distant vantage point out on the plains can one understand the mountain’s true prominence.

With the passage of each year, I have greater respect for you, Srila Prabhupada. Not only did you expertly present the most profound and sublime philosophy, you personally lived it at every moment and in your every action. You simultaneously crafted the ways and means via your Bhaktivedanta purports and your ISKCON for even us to realize it, if we would but follow you.

You were expert at timely sutras (known in the West as “one-liners”). Asked why the death rate was so high in India, you replied, “The death rate is the same everywhere, 100%.” You were asked if the world was flat and replied, “Everywhere I walk it is,” and then coyly added in an aside, “except for New Vrindaban.” One man stood up and challenged you during a temple room lecture before the Deities, “Can you see God?” You replied strongly, “Yes, but you are standing in the way.”

You related how you stood on the deck of the Jaladuta in Boston Harbor and wondered how you would preach to these Western people immersed in the modes of passion and ignorance. Would any of them be able to take to the path of devotional service? You prayed for some indication and then saw a sign advertising “Unalloyed Steel.” You took it as a confirmation that you should preach boldly and without compromise.

I was thinking about your wonderful qualities and, rapt in thought, I almost bumped into a sidewalk advertising sign. It read “Often imitated, never duplicated.” You have often been imitated, but you will never be duplicated. May I forever feel indebted to you and engage in your service.

Badrinarayan dasa

Bhakti Caitanya Swami

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to your divine self!

Having to accept more responsibility within your ISKCON movement has helped me appreciate the efforts and sacrifices you made to spread Krsna consciousness. Actually I cannot understand how you did it. For me to do such a thing would be completely inconceivable. But somehow you were driven on to do so much, and you were able to do it so effectively that now your ISKCON is spread all over the world, and into the hearts of so many millions of people.

What were you driven by? Nothing other than unalloyed love for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krsna, and for your spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. That is the difference between you and me, between you and your contemporaries, and between you and everyone else. You were absolutely focused on the lotus feet of your worshipable superiors, and as a result you received their absolute mercy in all respects.

Your example teaches me that in Krsna consciousness there are no clever tricks or shortcuts. There is only one way which is the right way, and there are no alternative routes, but only diversions presented by the illusory energy, Maya.

Your example teaches me that love is not a cheap thing, but a matter of all-out endeavor to serve the instructions and mission of one’s spiritual master and Krsna. You put it so nicely in a Bhagavad-gita lecture: “So this Krsna consciousness movement means how to become dear to Krsna: ‘How Krsna will love me.’”

Your example teaches me that there is no compromise in the matter of chanting Hare Krsna without offenses. I remember being present when you were giving darsana in Bhaktivedanta Manor once, and a devotee referred to a passage you wrote in the eighth chapter of The Nectar of Devotion: “The chanting of Hare Krsna is beneficial for eradicating all sins, but if one becomes an offender to the holy names of the Lord, then he has no chance of being delivered.” The devotee appealed to you, that “isn’t there some way of becoming free from these offenses?” You looked at him very gravely and replied, “You are asking this question because you want to offend. Then you want to do something to escape those reactions. But you must stop your offenses. No more offenses.”

Your example teaches me that our lives, to the very end, must be dedicated to preaching Krsna consciousness. Even though you mentioned sometimes about a spiritual master retiring from preaching and performing nirjana-bhajana, still your personal example is vividly clear. It seems that nirjana-bhajana may not be for us, really, but rather we should consider ourselves fortunate if, in time, we can “die with our boots on,” actively engaged on the transcendental battlefield of preaching.

Your example teaches me that compassion for the fallen souls is the emotion of the advanced devotees. When that appears in our hearts, then we can perhaps consider that we have made substantial progress in our devotional service. Until then, let humble surrender at the lotus feet of you in the form of your instructions be our hallmark, and let us run far from the witch of pretentiousness. And when we come to that advanced stage, that humble surrender will be our all in all.

These are just a few lessons I have learned from your example. They are just a drop in an ocean. You are the best, and your example is the best, and those who follow your example will become the best among their peers and will reflect you and your mercy into the hearts of followers in the generations to come. I am praying at your lotus feet to please allow me to associate with such wonderful devotees, eternally.

Your humble servant,

Bhakti Caitanya Swami 

Bhakti Caru Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

On this auspicious day, while trying to glorify Your Divine Grace, I became painfully aware of my miserable inability to comprehend your actual greatness and real glory. I often intellectually try to measure them; however, I soon become aware of my inability. Your incredible achievements are standing in front of our eyes with all there splendor and vividness. The entire world today is receiving the benefit from your most precious spiritual gift; nevertheless, often our ungrateful mind, inebriated with false ego, fails to register them.

Your greatness becomes so obviously manifest when we see how within the short span of eleven years you fulfilled the prediction of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Yet today, due to your absence, the spiritual empire you created is crumbling. So many devotees have left the movement, and for various reasons the GBC body has not been able to cope effectively with the attacks that are causing countless casualties. Nevertheless, due to your inconceivable spiritual potency and causeless mercy, ISKCON is still standing with its full glory—so many people are becoming inspired by your books, and so many of them want to offer themselves to your mission. The festivals organized by your devotees successfully attract so many people and so effectively inject Krsna consciousness into their hearts. On the other hand, it becomes obvious that those who have left ISKCON are not really happy. Though they may even rally around some great spiritual personalities, still, they are not really able to effectively preach the message of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. At most they just manage to steal a few devotees from your ISKCON and increase the number of their clan.

My mind is not able to comprehend your greatness, Srila Prabhupada, but I have implicit faith that one day the Krsna consciousness movement will spread all over the world, to every town and village. That will happen through your ISKCON. And in that ISKCON your position as the founder-acarya will be established just like Jesus Christ’s position in Christianity and Mohammed’s in Islam. Then the entire world will recognize how Krsna wants to glorify His pure devotee. From the way He glorifies you He will show how great a devotee you are and how dear you are to Him.

Srila Prabhupada, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu empowered you to achieve something that is greater even than His own achievement, for which He is glorified as “the most munificent.” That empowerment alone is the greatest proof of your inconceivable glory. Although I do not know how Krsna consciousness will literally spread to every town and village, I do not have the slightest doubt about the eventual fulfillment of the Lord’s prediction. I am convinced that that will be the way Krsna will make the entire world recognize your real greatness. I sincerely pray to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu that I can become an insignificant instrument in executing that plan.

Your humble servant eternally,

Bhakti Caru Swami 

Bhaktimarga Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

Your Divine Grace, in 1976 you came to Toronto and resided with us in our present building for a portion of a week. We tried our best to provide a comfortable stay in the small bedroom on the top floor. We are reflecting on that space.

Room at 243

I sit in a room

Of a very different kind,

With pictures all around,

Which soothe the vile mind.

The tones are muted grays,

Calming and relaxed.

There’s a coolness like the moon

Complete and fully waxed.

In this very room

You came to rest awhile,

Eased your divine form

On a bed-linen pile.

In the dead of night

Your sleep was in divide.

A tooth was aching,

Causing pain to one side.

To add to all of this,

A caravan did roar

Outside the tiny room

Till the one o’clock score.

The night was over.

The birds made their song.

Your bhaktas did as well.

Nearby they did all throng.

The window facing east

Drew in Surya’s ray,

Welcomed in the dawn

And devotions for the day.

Here you did then sport

A dhoti and did bear

Tilak on the brow—

A Vaisnav’s style of wear.

Your thought was on the Lord,

And also was on us,

Concern for the world

With all its muss and fuss.

Adjoining to this room

Was another full of guests,

With Shivaraman, O’Connnell,

Waiting to get blessed.

Your day was very full,

With outings and the talks.

You made exits from that place

To take to morning walks.

You sat in that room,

It was a time in June,

Proud to get this church,

Like conquering the moon.

In this special space

You left a sadhu’s dust,

You left your many thoughts,

You left us feeling trust.

I sit in this room,

The Avenue Road lot.

“Auspicious” is the word,

My fortune—I know naught.

Your servant,

Bhaktimarga Swami

Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Most worshipable Srila Prabhupada,

According to your divine instructions, preparations for the opening of Sri Sri Radha-Krishnachandra Manimandir temple, the centerpiece of the University of Bhagavata Culture, ISKCON Manipur, are progressing well. The university will be a center for the cultivation of human values according to the teachings of the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Some important features of this university are: (i) the College of Sankirtan, (ii) the Varnasrama College (College of Brahmacaris, etc.), (iii) the Ranganiketan School of Performing Arts, (iv) the Acintyabhedabheda Niketan, or Caitanya School of Vaisnava Vedanta Philosophy, (v) the College of Science and Religion, (vi) the College of Vedanta and Science, (vii) the School of Interreligious Studies, (viii) the School of Vedic Mantra Recitation, (ix) the school of Bhagavata Science and Philosophy, (x) the Chitrangada Women’s College of Vocational Training, (xi) the Babhruvahana School of Martial Arts and Vedic Administration, (xii) the School of Vaisnava Theology, (xiii) the School of Theobiology and Biomedical Ethics, (xiv) the School of Languages (Sanskrit, etc.), (xv) the School of Bhagavata Arts and Crafts (sculpture, instrument making, etc.), and (xvi) the School of Naturopathy, Yogic Science, and the Ayurvedic System of Health Care.

On this most auspicious day I humbly beg your divine blessings so that all these schools will manifest timely and fulfill our humble attempt to glorify Your Divine Grace.

Your most insignificant servant,

Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami 

Bhakti-Tirtha Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories unto you, our eternal father! Srila Rupa Gosvami writes:

anasaktasya visayan yatharham upayunjatah

nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe yuktam vairagyam ucyate

(Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.255)

In the Bhagavad-gita you explain this: “Rupa Gosvami says that as long as we are in this material world we have to act; we cannot cease acting. Therefore if actions are performed and the fruits are given to Krsna, then that is called yukta-vairagya.”

Srila Prabhupada, you were the perfect example of how to use things favorable for Krsna’s service, and while you were doing this you were so fatherly. On this auspicious day of your appearance I would like to reflect more on you as our most wonderful and merciful spiritual father.

F is for fantastic. It is so fantastic how you empowered so many young men and women to assist you in printing and distributing millions of your books about the Absolute Truth in many languages.

A is for your name Abhay Charan, meaning “one who is fearless” because of being fully surrendered to Krsna. You fearlessly exposed the illusion of the materialists, voidists, impersonalists, scientists, and cheating religionists.

T is for tolerant. You were so extremely tolerant in bringing the highest philosophy down to such a common audience. We were so unqualified and naive, but you were and are determined to raise our consciousness despite our often cheating and ungrateful nature.

H is for humility. You are the jagat-guru, spiritual master of the universe. Although you were endowed with so many spiritual and material opulences, you remained so humble and detached.

E is for every. You were so fully in the mood of Lord Caitanya, desiring that all people in every town and every village get a chance to know that Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

R is for retire. At the age when people normally retire from active, strenuous, demanding occupations, you began a new career to respiritualize the world. Even during your last days on the planet, as you lay confined to your bed, you still vigorously gave out the mercy by providing material for your books. You were such a protective, concerned father who literally gave us so much guidance, good examples, and love.

Please continue to help us, dear eternal father. Please especially help your leaders to become more fatherly, to provide more competent guidance, good examples, and love. Thank you once again for the spiritual father you are. We thank you for the love you continuously extend to us.

Your son and servant,

with love, 

Bhakti-Tirtha Swami

Bhaktivaibhava Swami

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.”

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.”

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

“Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism and voidism.”

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble and prostrated obeisances at your lotus feet!

You are my shelter, my only hope. 

No more reservations, I yearn to surrender. 

I fall at your feet, there is no other scope. 

My lord and master, filled with divine splendor.

Kindly hear my prayer, and show me the path. 

You have the mace, Your Divine Grace. 

Fussing and fighting, blinded by wrath,

Lost in illusion, the human race.

Give me the strength to serve your instructions 

With full conviction, faith, and devotion. 

Everything you’ve given, no need for concoctions. 

Remembering you, my heart filled with emotions.

You are my life and soul, I belong to you. 

I lay my heart in your hands, I have nothing at all. 

Eternally indebted, I can never pay my due. 

Out of your own grace, you mercifully saved us all.

Your eternal servant, 

Dasa A.C. Bhaktivaibhava Swami  

Bhurijana dasa

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism and voidism.”

Only the pure can deeply inspire conditioned souls with krsna-bhakti, the full desire to serve Sri Sri Radha and Krsna in Vrndavana, for that realm is far beyond a conditioned soul’s ability to experience. Surely, Srila Prabhupada, all will agree that your success in doing so was incredible. One could convincingly argue that succeeding in preaching Krsna’s names throughout the world was more than incredible—it was impossible. The obstacles to your success are well known: you were alone and unaided, penniless, advanced in age, and a “foreigner.” But these obstacles—and I have only listed a few of many—are in my opinion minor compared to the cultural and conceptual differences that separated your Krsna conscious message from Western minds. After all, “East is East and West is West, and never the twain shall meet.” Deities, demigods, giant interstellar eagles, the universal structure, the role of women, Sanskrit verses, uniformity of dress and hairstyle, poverty, austere living, and strict morality. The list could forever expand.

Yet, you somehow succeeded, and that was certainly evidence of Krsna’s empowerment. Certainly, it was also the times, for in those days many youths were seekers attracted to esoteric teachings as well as to the fragrant Indian spices in your cooking. Certainly, it was your kirtanas as well as your presentation of a coherent and authoritative philosophy. It was these, Srila Prabhupada, but it was also more. Srila Prabhupada, it was you.

A sweetness emanated from your presence that captivated us. That sweetness offered us a hope that we too could become sweet. That sweetness caused us to offer our futures to you; it caused us to be fearless; and it even caused us to cooperate.

From where did you obtain that sweetness? Was it natural charisma? Cultivated charisma? No, it was neither. It was more. It was beyond this nature; it was supernatural.

After having traveled with you for several weeks in 1976, I, for the first time, stepped up onto an altar with fully installed Deities, Radha-Kalacandji. I immediately felt a shiver of remembrance: that atmosphere, that sweetness, that subtle spirituality—brilliant and fragrant—was clearly familiar. It was the same atmosphere that accompanied you! More correctly, the rarefied sweetness of Radha-Kalacandji was also continuously experienced in your presence.

That sweetness also explains to me the source of your tireless, determined desire to preach, which was more a roaring blaze than a desire. Wherever you traveled, you at all times carried that desire, as well as Sri Vrndavana-dhama, Sri Sri Nitai and Gaura, and Sri Sri Radha and Krsna. You compassionately opened your heart and allowed us to experience its contents. It was They who caused your power, your preaching, and your sweetness; it was you who caused Their presence.

Srila Prabhupada, although I now and then catch a hint of the fragrance of your presence, sadly, it so quickly vanishes. Offering my prostrated obeisances to you, your Lords, and your sweetness and feeling quite humbled by my life, I, although quite unqualified to do so, wish to submit to you a petition in the form of these words from Narottama dasa Thakura’s Prema-bhakti-candrika:
O Lord, You are an ocean of mercy. You are the friend of the fallen souls. Please notice me. I have become like a nondevotee, swallowed by the timingila fish of lust. O Lord, please protect me.

In every birth I repeatedly offended You. In every birth I failed to worship You sincerely. No one is as fallen as I. Nevertheless, You are the only goal of my life. O Lord of my life, please do not abandon me.

O Lord, You are known as Patita-pavana, the deliverer of the fallen, and You are also known as Syamasundara. Please do not ignore my appeal. Even if I am an offender, I think that You are the real goal of life. That is the truth.

O Supreme Personality of Godhead, please do not neglect me. O master of my life, please hear my words. Even if I have committed offenses to you, I always think of You as my master. Please allow me to serve You as Your associate and follower.

Lust has destroyed my mind. I do not know what is actually beneficial for me. O Lord, You glance mercifully on all living entities, and You are like a desire tree fulfilling the desires of everyone. Please accept me as Your servant.

O Lord, You will not see anyone in these three planetary systems who is as fallen as I. O Lord, please accept the name “Narottama Pavana, the deliverer of Narottama,” and let that name be broadcast throughout the material world. O Lord Syamasundara, O lifter of Govardhana Hill, O deliverer of the fallen, please accept me as Your servant.

Narottama dasa is very unhappy. O Lord, please engage him in your sankirtana movement and make him happy. O Lord, I fear that I will not be able to overcome the many obstacles that stop me from advancing in devotional service. O Lord, at every moment I beg You to remove all those obstacles.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, I offer these words to you knowing full well that you, as my Guru Maharaja, will accept them and offer them on my behalf to Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, Sri Sri Radha and Krsna, and Sri Vrndavana-dhama.

Your lowly servant, 

Bhurijana dasa 

Bir Krishna das Goswami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Please accept my obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Rama-navami is next week, and I am meditating on the glorious pastimes of Lord Rama in preparation for the celebration. By your grace I am feeling great happiness in these thoughts. Whatever attraction I have for the Lord’s pastimes and devotees is due to your mercy.

If I had not been blessed by you, instead of meditating on the heroic deeds of Hanuman, the great monkey servant of Lord Rama, I would still be acting like a mundane monkey.

jogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai,

tomara karuna—sara

karuna na hoile, kandiya kandiya,

prana na rakhibo ara

“When I examine myself, I find nothing of value. Therefore your mercy is essential to me. If you are not merciful, I shall simply weep and weep, and I shall not maintain my life.” (Gurudeva, by Bhaktivinoda Thakura)

I pray that you allow me to engage eternally in expressing my gratitude for your mercy, though I understand it is impossible to ever pay you back for all you have given me. As you state in Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.22.47, purport):

A joker’s activities simply arouse laughter, and a person who tries to repay the spiritual master or teacher of the transcendental message of Krsna becomes a laughingstock just like a joker because it is not possible to repay such a debt. The best friend and benefactor of all people is one who awakens humanity to its original Krsna consciousness.

And in the 10th Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.80.41) Sandipani Muni tells Krsna and Sudama: “This indeed is the duty of all true disciples: to repay the debt to their spiritual master by offering him, with pure hearts, their wealth and even their very lives.”

And in letters to your dear disciples:

Actually you are correct, it is not possible for the disciple to repay the debt to the spiritual master. Therefore the disciple remains eternally indebted to the spiritual master and continually works in such a way that the spiritual master may become pleased upon him for such sincere services rendered. [Letter to Mantrini—Paris, 29 July 1976]

A Vaisnava always feels himself incapable to repay his debt to his spiritual master; therefore he works very hard in order to try and repay that debt. He knows that without the mercy of the spiritual master one cannot preach this Krsna consciousness and therefore he always tries to act in such a way that he may please his guru. [Letter to Catur Murti—Tehran, 9 August 1976]

Let me please you by preaching. I understand that this means being determined to set a first-class example (“example is better than precept”) and repeating your teachings purely according to time, place, and circumstance. Let the following words be my focus in life:

If you feel at all indebted to me then you should preach vigorously like me. That is the proper way to repay me. Of course, no one can repay the debt to the spiritual master, but the spiritual master is very much pleased by such an attitude by the disciple. In the Bhagavad-gita it is said: vyavasayatmika buddhir ekeha kuru-nandana, “Those who are on this path are resolute in purpose, and their aim is one.” Our only business is to be fixed up in devotional service by pleasing the spiritual master. [Letter to the residents of New Dvaraka—Bombay, 14 August 1976]

Aspiring to be your servant, 

Bir Krishna dasa Goswami 

Giridhari Swami

Bhagavad-gita As It Is

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace on this auspicious Vyasa-puja day!

Recently, while reading one of your purports to the Fifth Canto, I was reminded of your limitless compassion for the conditioned souls:

vancha-kalpa-tarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca

patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

Just like a desire tree, a Vaisnava can fulfill all the desires of anyone who takes shelter of his lotus feet. Prahlada Maharaja is a typical Vaisnava. He prays not for himself but for all living entities—the gentle, the envious and the mischievous. He always thought of the welfare of mischievous persons like his father, Hiranyakasipu. Prahlada Maharaja did not ask for anything for himself; rather, he prayed for the Lord to excuse his demoniac father. This is the attitude of a Vaisnava, who always thinks of the welfare of the entire universe. [Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.18.9]

Like Prahlada Maharaja, you always thought of the welfare of others and never your own. Driven by the order of your Guru Maharaja, you traveled constantly, freely giving your association to the most fallen. Sometimes your association came in the form of vapu but more often in the form of vani. That powerful association uplifted thousands, if not millions, and by some inconceivable mercy, I had the great fortune to be one of them.

I still remember that cold, snowy morning when my friend John and I visited a second-hand bookstore. As we looked around, I thought about the previous evening. We had come to the conclusion that our lives were shallow and unhappy because we had never seriously followed a spiritual path. Both of us had read about many of the great religions of the world and had even dabbled in various spiritual practices, but we were still dissatisfied. We wanted to find something new—a philosophy or a religion that would give us the spiritual experience we were looking for.

Suddenly, John’s voice broke my reverie. “I found it! I found it!” he exclaimed.

“Found what?” I asked.

“Found the I Ching,” he said.

I thumbed through the hexagrams describing nature and human endeavor in terms of the interaction of yin and yang. I was intrigued. Minutes later, my interest waned, and much to the dismay of my friend, I handed the book back to him.

“Not for me,” I mumbled and continued my search.

As I turned the corner, from one aisle to another, I saw a rack with a sign that said “75% Off.” I quickly looked the rack over. It had mostly worn books with faded covers. I was about to move on when suddenly one book seemed to stand out, beckoning me to look more closely. I picked the book up and studied the painting on the cover. From my cursory study of Hinduism, I recognized the “god” Krsna, sitting in a chariot with reigns and whip in hand, driving the horses. His passenger was a warrior holding a bow with his left hand, reaching with his right hand to pull an arrow from his quiver.

The painting was exotic and struck me as beautiful. But what did it mean? My eyes fell upon the title, Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Oh, I had heard of Bhagavad-gita, but I had never read it. I thumbed through the pages and understood it to be a dialog between Krsna and someone named Arjuna. The book talked about many of the same questions I wanted answers for.

“This is it!” I said, half to myself, half out loud.

“What?” said John.

I showed him the Bhagavad-gita.

“Hinduism?” he said, still clutching the I Ching. “Not for me, thanks.”

John bought the I Ching, and I bought the Bhagavad-gita.

We raced back to my apartment and began to read our new books. I was so absorbed that I lost all track of time and ended up reading the whole night. By the time I looked up, John had fallen asleep on the couch trying to understand the I Ching and was snoring like anything.

As the sun rose, ushering in a new day, the soothing rays of your Bhagavad-gita were ushering in a new life for me. I took your advice and soon began chanting and following the principles. I read as many of your books as I could get my hands on. Later, I had the good fortune to meet your disciples. By their mercy, you accepted me as one of them.

Your Bhagavad-gita As It Is transformed my life as it has transformed the lives of thousands of others. There is no way to repay you for this great gift, but you taught us that the disciple attempts to repay his spiritual master by giving the gift to others.

On this holy day, I beg three boons from you: The first is that I may realize the purport of your Bhagavad-gita As It Is; the second, that I may distribute your Bhagavad-gita to as many people as possible during my lifetime; the third, that I may inspire and teach others to do the same.

Your humble servant,

Giridhari Swami

Giriraja Swami

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

In December of 1969 you returned to Boston for the first time after I had met you and joined the temple in April. I stayed behind to help in the kitchen, while most of the other devotees went to receive you at the airport.

In the kitchen we listened to a tape of a lecture you had given the previous April in New York: 

We are worshiping govindam adi-purusam, the supreme original Personality of Godhead, who is known as Hari. . . . Antar bahir yadi haris tapasa tatah kim. If you always see Hari within yourself and if you see Hari always outside, inside and outside . . . Tad v antike . . . Hari is present everywhere, so one who sees Hari, antike, near, or distant place, within, outside, he does not see anything except Hari. How it becomes possible? Premanjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena. When one is merged into the love of God, he does not see anything in the world except Hari. That is his vision. So . . . inside and outside, if you always see Hari, Krsna, tapasa tatah kim, then what is the use of your other austerities and penances? You are on the topmost level. That is wanted. Nantar bahir yadi haris tapasa tatah kim. And if you do not see within and outside Hari always, then what is the value of your austerities? Therefore . . . we chant this mantra, govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami. We have no other business. Simply we have to satisfy Govinda, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. Then everything is complete. He is complete and His worship is complete, His devotee is complete.

My heart softened as I contemplated your heart—always melted and filled with love for Krsna. I just knew you were always seeing Krsna. And I was eager to see you.

Finally you arrived. You climbed the stairs to the temple room—the floor there was freshly tiled and the walls freshly painted by the hands of the devotees—and took in the sight of the Deities of Radha and Krsna on Their new altar.

You were pleased. You said when we polish the Deities’ paraphernalia we polish our hearts. You said the sanctified atmosphere had infused your heart. And you praised Satsvarupa for the improvements in the center.

You took your place on the vyasasana:

I am so pleased that you are doing things just to my satisfaction. Stick to this principle and Krsna will bless you, surely. Our line of action is not difficult: chanting sixteen rounds regularly, following the four regulative principles, taking prasadam, reading books. We have got so many books. Speak, discuss about the subject matter amongst yourselves. This is the process.

Then you spoke from Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Later some devotees accompanied you to the private house that had been arranged for you some distance from the temple. Only devotees with specific approved business were allowed to meet you there.

Yet we were glad you were free to rest and recuperate—and write.

One day you invited the staff of BTG to come and discuss. We, of course, were eager to hear about their meeting with you, anything and everything about you, and when they returned they seemed eager enough to share your instructions, you, with us.

They said you had told them that when mother Yasoda stockpiled butter, Krsna came and stole it. Somehow or other we must distribute the BTGs. Otherwise, if we keep them in stock, Krsna will come and steal them.

Then you discussed the order in which the articles should appear. You said first any article by Bhaktivinoda Thakura, then by your Guru Maharaja, then by you, and then by your disciples. And then you quipped: “Actually, your articles are also written by me. They are just submitted under different names.”

Now, on the auspicious occasion of your appearance day, I pray for your mercy, that whatever books and articles I write may actually be written by you, and that you may appear within them.

Then, if you do the writing—and we do the following—everything will be all right, complete. Hare Krsna.

Giriraja Swami 

Gopal Krishna Goswami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet on the auspicious occasion of your 104th Vyasa-puja celebration. All glories to your lotus feet, which are and will continue to lead humanity in Kali-yuga on the path back to Godhead. 

Before offering this brief homage, I must admit that I feel totally unqualified to do so. Srila Prabhupada, you are the Vaikuntha man who appeared in order to help realize Lord Caitanya’s prediction that the holy name will spread to every town and village of the world. I want to thank you a million times for giving me the opportunity to serve the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna. Srila Prabhupada, you have offered the entire world a process by which they can live peacefully and happily by becoming Krsna conscious. You have done what no one else ever did in history—converted thousands of mlecchas into aspiring devotees of Sri Krsna. You have single-handedly launched a powerful movement that can revolutionize the entire universe.

Srila Prabhupada, you are and will remain the pre-eminent siksa-guru for the next ten thousand years for everyone who comes in contact with ISKCON. Your glories are spreading unlimitedly as time passes. Positive results are being realized through your vani, present in your books. All over the world people are becoming Krsna conscious due to reading your books or coming in contact with someone speaking from your books. In your purports there are no speculative theories. Every word in your purports has been carefully conceived and has great significance. The whole of ISKCON is going on only because of you. Only by taking shelter of the instructions contained in your books, lectures, letters, and conversations can we hope to make spiritual advancement. Srila Rupa Gosvami has explained in The Nectar of Devotion that the sum and substance of all the rules and regulations is to come to the point that we always remember Krsna and never forget Him. You wanted us to be conscious of Krsna twenty-four hours a day. You bring about this remembrance because you are always thinking of Krsna. You are the touchstone that makes people Krsna conscious.

After establishing the Krsna conscious movement in the West, you returned to India and personally supervised the execution of major projects in Bombay, Vrndavana, and Mayapur. These three projects plus the other big projects that have opened since then, along with your books, have helped to establish your institution as the leading exponent of the Vedic message. Due to your purity and hard work, ISKCON has now become one of the most respected institutions in India and in many other parts of the world. Due to your causeless mercy, the temple of Sri Sri Radha-Partha-sarathi was formally opened by the prime minister on Rama-navami in 1998. Last Janmastami, the Governor of Delhi formally inaugurated the animatronics presentation of your Bhagavad-gita experience. In this presentation the audience sees you giving a lecture, lifting your hands, and moving your face. Along with this animatronics presentation is shown a video presentation about your divine activities. At one point in your lecture you state that we should not be misled by bogus incarnations of God, and at this point Krsna begins to speak to Arjuna and ultimately reveals His universal form. This animatronics presentation is very much appreciated by all visitors, and it gives the viewers a chance to hear you speak and to appreciate your transcendental personality. In January we also inaugurated Govinda’s Restaurant, which is gaining popularity. We are now working on the final phase of the museum in the Delhi project, which we hope to complete over the next year. In Bombay, due to the efforts of a few devotees and a steering committee consisting of sincere life members, an agreement has been reached to clear Hare Krishna Land of all tenants by July of this year. Everything you say always comes true. We are about to launch a major project in Bombay, which will help realize “The Heaven on Earth” that you wanted in Juhu. During your two visits to Kuruksetra you spoke about having a Krsna-Arjuna temple at Jyotisar, where the Lord spoke the Bhagavad-gita, and we are hoping to start the execution of this project soon.

Srila Prabhupada, you are the patita-pavana, savior of the fallen. Our only real business should be to follow your instructions and work for your pleasure and Krsna’s. We should be exemplary in our behavior and not act in a manner that may spoil the good image ISKCON has achieved due to your hard work. On this auspicious day I want to beg you to please bless me with a tiny fraction of your determination and enthusiasm to serve Lord Krsna and the spiritual master. My only desire is to be engaged in your service, birth after birth.

Your insignificant servant,

Gopal Krishna Goswami 

Guru Prasad Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to your perennial vigilance, the main factor that has kept ISKCON active and dynamic in spite of so many challenges. 

By your all-perfect vision you injected the seed of success into your society: the main heritage, your books, and so many pertinent instructions that we are just beginning to understand. As we pass through many experiences in our effort to further your cause, it is becoming apparent that you took everything into account and expected us to faithfully fulfill your indications and at the same time use our intelligence to expand and refine that which you left us.

tvam nah sandarsito dhatra dustaram nistitirsatam

kalim sattva-haram pumsam karna-dhara ivarnavam

“We think that we have met Your Goodness by the will of providence, just so that we may accept you as captain of the ship for those who desire to cross the difficult ocean of Kali, which deteriorates all the good qualities of a human being.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.22)

Kali-yuga is full of surprises, which mostly demonstrate that just to follow the basic program you gave us is a great achievement. Previously I would think to myself that it is very simple, but now, after seeing so many who have not been able to maintain, I pray for your constant guidance and safekeeping. The sages at Naimisaranya prayed for the saving grace of the spiritual master as their only protection against Maya’s onslaught in Kali-yuga. They were self-controlled, visionary, and fixed in spiritual culture from birth—yet they still prayed for the mercy of their spiritual master. Then what to speak of myself, wandering in the midst of Kali-yuga with you as my only beacon, and relying on the help of your devotees who are resolute in following you.

jive saksat nahi tate guru caittya-rupe

siksa-guru haya krsna-mahanta-svarupe

“Since one cannot visually experience the presence of the Supersoul, He appears before us as a liberated devotee. Such a spiritual master is none other than Krsna Himself.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.58)

Although I know that the Supersoul dwells in my heart and gives me direction when my own limited powers of perception fail, I can directly feel and perceive your protection. Your purely spiritual desires are all around, gradually pulling me to the shore of devotional service. Despite my constant resistance, you have not allowed me to stray away.

Many perceive that these are difficult times. Certainly from an external point of view they are. But as I stand behind you, my vision is transformed, and I see a world of opportunity. I beg you to help me take advantage of these wonderful opportunities that Krsna is offering, and one day I hope, by taking advantage of them fearlessly, that I may be allowed to become your unwavering and trustworthy servitor.

Your fallen and aspiring servant,

Guru Prasad Swami

Hridayananda das Goswami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Again and again I offer my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. By your blessings, we gradually advance in Krsna consciousness, and thus we gradually advance in our ability to appreciate your perfection as an extraordinary pure devotee of Lord Sri Krsna. When we begin the process of Krsna consciousness, we understand you imperfectly, indeed immaturely.

Of course, even when we were young practitioners, you blessed us so we could grasp certain basic truths about visnu-tattva, guru-tattva, etc. But a young beginner tends to think and act with a zealous enthusiasm that protects his or her tender young creeper. As one’s faith grows stronger, one becomes more thoughtful and wise.

I have often experienced that as we mature in spiritual life we transcend our immature notions of the Guru and Krsna. As in all stages of bhakti-yoga, there is danger here. One may foolishly believe that one’s own immature vision of you, Srila Prabhupada, was your actual nature, and thus in rejecting one’s own youthful fanaticism, one may tragically, disastrously criticize you.

I do not hesitate in declaring that you were, and are, a perfect loving servant of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna. All your actions are perfect because they are all performed in perfect Krsna consciousness. My humble prayer on this glorious day is that you give us the knowledge and strength to serve you properly, to understand you well enough to represent you as you would be represented.

In the hope of one day transcending my glaring imperfections, I remain 

Your servant, 

Hridayananda das Goswami 

Jayapataka Swami

My dear spiritual father Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,

Please accept my prostrate obeisances offered again and again at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! I am most unqualified to honor Your Divine Grace on the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja celebration, yet I am trying to do so, begging for your blessings.

Your Divine Grace is the ocean of mercy. You have took Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s causeless mercy around the world; otherwise that mercy would have remained hidden. Without Your Divine Grace’s mercy we would not have had the opportunity to get Krsna consciousness. Your Divine Grace has purely presented the message of Lord Krsna as revealed by the previous acaryas, without alteration. Out of Your Divine Grace’s causeless mercy, you desire the deliverance of all conditioned souls. Your Divine Grace has unlimited good qualities, and simply by our remembering them we become awestruck and purified.

Originally your disciples casually addressed you as “Swamiji,” but you advised them that this wasn’t an appropriate way to address the spiritual master. When Your Divine Grace was asked what was appropriate, master you advised them that “Srila Prabhupada” was a proper address, along with other names. Thus your disciples began to address you as Srila Prabhupada. Later we asked if we could address you as “Thakura,” as we do for Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura or Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. You replied that this was not proper during your lifetime. Now that your aprakata-lila (unmanifested pastimes) are going on, it seems appropriate to now address Your Divine Grace as Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Thakura or Srila Bhaktivedanta Thakura. You are truly an exalted Vaisnava and worthy of being honored as a Thakura.

In your presence some members of the Gaudiya Math complained about us, your disciples, addressing you as Srila Prabhupada, since they had been addressing Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura exclusively as Srila Prabhupada. Your Divine Grace later instructed us that the name Srila Prabhupada couldn’t be limited to one person. It is a general name for any exalted spiritual master who achieves great preaching results. Your Divine Grace also mentioned how in Navadvipa so many local Gosais are addressed as “Prabhupada,” since it is one of the names for spiritual master.

From all these exchanges we can understand that the honorific Thakura is more exalted than Srila Prabhupada, and therefore you deserve this more exalted form of address. You are truly a glorious representative of the previous acaryas and have manifested their will in this world. All glories to Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada Thakura!!

May all of Your Divine Grace’s spiritual grandchildren and future followers experience a close and direct relationship with you. In ISKCON we want to achieve a stage in which everyone feels a real and vital connection with Your Divine Grace through your books, your teachings, remembrance of you, and the transcendental help your representative spiritual masters and other Vaisnavas are giving them. May everyone feel Your Divine Grace’s mercy coming down to him or her through their devotional service! Since you are a pure representative of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Vyasadeva, in this way everyone will also feel closely connected with Lord Krsna.

In Sri Mayapur Candrodaya Mandir we are preparing to break ground for your grand project of the Temple of the Vedic Planetarium. We are ever anxious for Your Divine Grace’s causeless mercy for the successful completion of this glorious project.

I have personally realized how much there is still for me to do to fulfill the many instructions you have given me. I need your special mercy to accomplish all that you desire me to do. I am very weak and inefficient, and only by Your Divine Grace’s causeless mercy can I do anything. Although I am not very qualified to do anything, you have kindly sent some devotees to help me fulfill your desires. Please have mercy upon them as well as upon me. Please have mercy on all ISKCON devotees and the ISKCON GBC so that they can be empowered to manifest your will in this world. Please forgive me for any errors or offenses I have made.

Your most insignificant servant,

Jayapataka Swami 

Kavicandra Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my obeisances.

We should always be absorbed in thinking of your glorious pastimes and qualities, but at this Vyasa-puja time we should make a special effort.

You said that the spiritual master lives forever and the follower lives with him. I have been trying for many years to be your follower, but I will probably require many lifetimes to achieve such an exalted status. So far the only devotional activity that I am even a little bit proficient at is conchshell blowing.

We are fortunate that many of your followers are writing their memoirs so that those of us who are not able to remember you on our own are able to relish your association by hearing. And of course we have your books and lecture tapes and the opportunity to one day hear attentively.

Recently I have heard a lot of the lila and instructions of your Guru Maharaja, His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. The more I hear, the more it becomes clear how you perfectly imbibed and followed his instructions, especially the instruction to preach in the West. I am still trying to pretend to be a devotee and your follower. Although a few are fooled, I know that I have not begun to even understand your orders. I hope that someday I can say, as you said, that “I simply followed the order of my spiritual master.”

When I was first on traveling book distribution, I had only one tape of yours, a tape of you chanting kirtana. At one point on that tape you chanted a sloka that was unknown to me. You chanted with such deep emotion, with a voice like thunder, that I was always overwhelmed and would wonder, “What does that sloka mean?”

I don’t recall exactly when, but I finally learned about the sloka, which you often quoted. It was one of the prayers of the great devotee King Kulasekhara:

krsna tvadiya-pada-pankaja-panjarantam

    adyaiva me visatu manasa-raja-hamsah

prana-prayana-samaye kapha-vata-pittaih

    kanthavarodhana-vidhau smaranam kutas te

“My Lord Krsna, I pray that the swan of my mind may immediately sink down to the stems of the lotus feet of Your Lordship and be locked in their network; otherwise, at the time of my final breath, when my throat is choked up with cough, how will it be possible to think of You?”

As old age overwhelms us, I see more and more the deep import of this sloka. In order to remember Krsna at the time of death, we have to be fixed in our devotional practices. And if we do many things but forget Krsna, then we are the losers.

Remembering Krsna at the time of death is given importance in many places in the sastra. In the Bhagavad-gita (8.2) Arjuna asked Krsna: 

adhiyajnah katham ko ’tra dehe ’smin madhusudana

prayana-kale ca katham jneyo ’si niyatatmabhih

“Who is the Lord of sacrifice, and how does He live in the body, O Madhusudana? And how can those engaged in devotional service know You at the time of death?”

You kindly explain in the purport:

Now the word prayana-kale in this verse is very significant because whatever we do in life will be tested at the time of death. Arjuna is very anxious to know of those who are constantly engaged in Krsna consciousness. What should be their position at that final moment? 

Except for trying to serve you, I cannot report any great successes in my life. I have not done very much, and the list of failures would be too long for this occasion. I can only hope against hope that I can become an open-hearted recipient of your mercy and continue to try until the time of death. I know that if at the time of death I can still be trying to remember you and to follow your instructions, that will glorify you.

You have explained:

In India there is a common saying. They say, bhajan koro pujan koro murte janle haya. The meaning is that however you may meditate upon . . . You may be very great meditator, or you may be a great religionist or yogi or a very learned scholar or whatever you may be, but everything will be tested at the time of your death. [Lecture on Bhagavad-gita 4.9–11, 25 July 1966, New York City]
Bhajan koro sadhan koro murte janle haya: “Whatever you do, spiritual activities, they will be tested at the time of death.” All your chants that you are practicing, this will be tested at the time of death. If you can remember Krsna, Hare Krsna, hari-kirtana, at the time of death, then you are successful. [Lecture on Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.1.27–34, 17 December 1970, Surat]
Krsna is always testing us, and our apparent failures may be preparing us to be determined to pass the final examination. You showed us a perfect life, right up until the last moment. You never became proud of your accomplishments, which were unprecedented. I have done nothing, but am always harassed by pride, thinking that I am the doer. Only by remembering you and your teachings will I be able to overcome such foolishness.

At the passing away of one of your Godbrothers you confirmed that a glorious life is certified by a glorious death.

I am so much grieved to learn the news of our revered god-brother, Swami Bhakti Sadhak Niskincana Maharaja, and I am so glad to learn that he passed away in full sense chanting “Krishna, Krishna.” This is a glorious death. As it is said in the Srimad-Bhagavatam: Ante Narayana Smriti—this is the successful termination of our material existence. We do not know what will happen to us, but there is a Bengali proverb that everything will be tested at the time of death. So it is glorious for Swami Niskincana Maharaja that he has so gloriously passed away. [Letter to Sraman Maharaja, 15 January 1969]

You have shown us everything, and I pray that someday I will give up my false ego and simply learn to love Krsna.

Your aspiring servant,

Kavicandra Swami 

Madhusevita dasa

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. Our respectful obeisances unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvati Goswami. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism and voidism.

Endurance

Nowadays the fashion is

to be “sensitive” to all,

never mind what is their goal;

you’ll get fame by their disease.

Be “realistic” to your needs,

even they be numberless;

then peace, love, and happiness

will cut off hypocrisies !

Prabhupad’s own written words

you can take this or that way;

Anthropo-socio-divyam

is the science of the day.

Subtle influence, Mayavada,
it’s like AIDS, gives Kali joy;

dreadful ever-changing virus,

hard to locate and destroy.

From Krsna’s ausadhalaya,
the most powerful vaccine:

real attachment and love for

Prabhupad’s sweet lotus feet.

And if taken regularly

with the diet of honesty,

this vaccine will give you endurance

and destroy your heart’s disease.

Leopards, as we all well know,

never change their dear black spots,

and belonging to that species,

I can testify it is so.

But somehow I got some taste

for that wonderful vaccine.

Srila Prabhupad, allow me

to stay always at your lotus feet.

Your faltering humble servant,

Madhusevita dasa

Malati-devi dasi

Dearest Srila Prabhupada, 

I am falling at your lotus feet with great awe and reverence, begging you to please accept these most humbly offered obeisances. All glories to you, O greatest of great souls, for you have taken the time and concern to save the life of this illusioned nobody!

All the Vedic scriptures sing of your character. May I also learn these prayers, and may they enter the core of my heart. May I serve you in truth, birth after birth. May my mouth sing only your praises and reject everything else.

It has been intimated by unscrupulous persons that perhaps you “did not give us everything; that there is still more to be learned.” O dearest lord and master of my heart and soul, how these foolish immature speculations pierce my mind! Perhaps it is not these persons’ fault that they are blinded by something other than the truth.

It was out of uninhibited love of Krsna that the gopis freely gave the dust of their own lotus feet to relieve their beloved’s headache. It was their total commitment and dedication to Him that caused them to behave lawlessly, running into the depths of the night to seek out the sound of His flute, losing all respectability and access to their families by doing so. He tricked them by His cunning, as you too tricked us into following you and giving up our faulty misapplied lives, and even our families. We just didn’t care . . . we loved you and you loved us. That we were able to perform miraculous adventures of sacrifice and devotion was only possible through you.

 Reflecting upon this, I can see that you not only gave us the highest form of Krsna’s mercy at all levels and at all times, but you actually caused us to act spontaneously on such platforms. We, your “dancing white elephants,” your very own collared-by-devotion “dogs,” the most fallen on the face of this Kali-yuga earth, were given your absolute mercy and benediction to carry forward the torch of Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s sankirtana movement, the prime benediction for humanity at large.

What is it that we were “not given”? What was “left behind” for “someone else” to give (to us)? If there is a leftover thing, it’s only my own inability to rise from my fallen state. On this, your most sacred Vyasa-puja day, please allow me to remain your forever grateful and loving dependent. What you have given to us, and to the entire world, cannot be described by anyone with a mortal tongue and an impure mind. In order to chant your glories, I will need millions of births, and your glories would make such births bearable.

 A fallen soul begging your shelter forever, 

Malati-devi dasi 

Mukunda Goswami

The Poet

“Every [devotee] is a poet. Without being kavi [poet], one cannot become devotee. There are twenty-six qualifications of a devotee. One of them is to become kavi.”—Srila Prabhupada morning walk, 25 March 1974, Bombay.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your feet. All glories to you!

“We cannot make this institution or this center as a brothel!” That’s how you ended your lecture at the Manor one Sunday morning in August, 1973. I’d been sitting erect on the temple floor, eyes closed, brows knit, affecting my best pseudo-yogi listening posture. But I was sound asleep. How I managed to stay upright remains one of the great unsolved mysteries of my life. 

It had been a late night. That wake-up call was the end of your lecture. It was over! But wait a minute! I thought you were speaking on Srimad-Bhagavatam. How did that sentence creep in? Devotees were bowing down, and you stood up and headed toward the temple room door. You were climbing the stairs to your rooms.

I thought back to the evening before. What had happened that night probably infuriated the neighbors against us more than anything else. There was the stage, with its 250-watt amplifiers, huge speakers, and blasting rock music in the tiny village of Letchmore Heath—Letchmore Heath, population 250, the coveted bucolic hideaway where frog-and-cricket choruses can keep you awake at night. 

During our “environmentally unfriendly” promotional event, guests puffed on reefers, and some couples walked arm-in-arm, occasionally stealing into the bushes. Apparently none of this had escaped your watchful eye. From the vantage point of your second-story quarters, you had scanned the grounds, clearly observing the evening’s happenings under an English summer sun that didn’t set until 9.30 p.m. 

Your startling statement the morning after, about the temple becoming a brothel, brought our miscalculation into sharp focus. We’d gone way too far along the track of yukta-vairagya, or engaging matter in the service of spirit.

Warnings like this one were becoming legendary to many of your followers. You reached out in ways that no Indian Swami or “holy man” had done before. You said what your audiences should hear. You found the words, phrases, and statements that penetrated. “My Godbrothers used to call me ‘poet,’” you once told us. On one occasion, you referred to Vyasadeva as the “perfect poet.” 

On his appearance day in 1935, your beloved gurudeva gave premier endorsement to your poetic status. He had read your verses that begin: 

Adore adore ye all

The happy day,

Blessed than heaven,

Sweeter than May.

He was moved, especially by the stanza, 

Absolute is sentient,

Thou hast proved,

Impersonal calamity

Thou hast moved.

In fact, according to your official biography, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta saw this as proof that you knew the mind of your master. You were in ecstasy when you heard this. Your gurudeva showed this couplet to many guests and ordered that whatever you wrote should be published in his journal, the Harmonist.

During your sojourn in the Western world, you gave uncommon meaning to gorgeous, wildfire, rot, loafer, glowing, liberation, rascal, big, superexcellent, simply wonderful, zero, and kick out. When you said “damn” and “go to hell” in public—words sometimes thought unfit for holy men to utter—you gave deeper substance to these terms.

Generally you reserved gorgeous for the beauty of Krsna and his intimate connections. You spoke of Krsna’s gorgeous body, gorgeous Rukmini, gorgeous females of the spiritual world, gorgeous Deities, Their gorgeous luster, gorgeous temples, gorgeous sacrifices, gorgeous altars, gorgeous worship, gorgeous garments, gorgeous Deity garlands, gorgeous Deity thrones, King Yudhisthira’s gorgeous chariot, gorgeous festivals and ceremonies, gorgeous preaching, and gorgeous propaganda for the movement.

But you also referred to “gorgeous arrangements” for sense gratification, “rotting” in the material world, and “fools and rascals” to whom we should be compassionate. You spoke of lizards who could scamper up “polished” walls, vultures who could see dead bodies from “miles away,” US freeways as smooth as “velvet,” the “pulse of the universal body,” “stray” yogis, the “emperor yoga” of Krsna consciousness, and tiny fish who sport in waves where powerful elephants can’t even keep their balance.

You cited passages from poets past—Vyasadeva, Vidyapati, Candidasa, Jayadeva, Narottama, Bhaktivinoda, Visvanatha Cakravarti, Christ, Cowper, Tennyson, Wordsworth, Shah, and Shakespeare. 

Occasionally invoking Western proverbs, you incorporated the power of poets to deepen understandings and realizations of spiritual truths. When you explained the importance of association, you mentioned that “a man is known by his company,” referring to the famous saying by Euripides. In the Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya 3.11), you say that one should not be unnecessarily critical of devotees, and you wrote “Caesar’s wife must be above suspicion,” from a line in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. 

During your ten years of world travel, your English changed so much that “Indian English”—which included phrases like “liking it too much” and “doing his level best”—faded almost into oblivion. You possessed, however, amazing flexibility to communicate with your audience. If time, place, and circumstance dictated a reversion to earlier, ethnic modes of speech, you were ready. Example: in 1976 in Durban, when you ended your “proper English” lecture, an Indian guest asked, “Whence did we come, why are we here, and what is the true reason for our existence, and where are we going?” Expecting to elicit an immediate and obvious reply, you asked, “Wherefrom just now you are coming?” Before he could reply, and after a beat of silence, the audience roared with laughter. The questioner, probably intimidated, fell silent. You then asked anyone to answer your question. After a long, excruciating silence, you explained to the questioner—and the audience—that although he was coming from “home,” his real home was not South Africa or India but the spiritual world.

But what does becoming a poet have to do with Krsna consciousness? In one sense, nothing, in another sense everything. To communicate effectively according to time, place, and circumstance means being “poetic.” And even though the twenty-six qualifications of a devotee are said to develop “automatically” in one who takes up devotional service (Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.18.12), these qualities are also to be acquired separately. 

You thought the list of qualifications important enough to tack up on a wall at 26 Second Avenue, “where it all began.” In 1966 you told your early followers, “As soon as you become devotee, the test is that all those twenty-six qualities will develop. You have to test yourself.” (lecture on Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 20.119–121). Apparently Krsnadasa Kaviraja, the author of Caitanya-caritamrta, thought so too. In verse 76 of the 22nd chapter of the Madhya-lila he cites the Fifth-Canto verse of Srimad-Bhagavatam that says all the good qualities of the demigods “automatically” develop in a devotee. But only two Bengali couplets away, beginning with text 78, he enumerates each of the twenty-six characteristics, including the twenty-fifth, being a kavi, or “poet.” 

Often your poetry took the form of common-sense similes. On one occasion an Indian asked one of the standard queries: Why did Krsna incite Arjuna to violence, even against his own family? Doesn’t the Hindu tradition advocate ahimsa, nonviolence? This was your down-to-earth answer: “If you can question the high-court judge why he is ordering somebody to be hanged, then what will be the answer? The high-court judge orders somebody to be hanged and somebody to take degree for one lakh [100,000] of rupees. Is there injustice? It is the law. The Supreme Lord has to execute the law. So there is no mistake. . . . In order to keep whole thing in balance, sometimes violence is required, and that is not to our whims but at the decision of the Supreme Lord.”

Your genius for repartee and your gift of language is one reason so many of your answers and words have been repeated, revered, memorialized, and even made into slogans, mottos, and mission statements. Your consummate poetry, even that of your early “Indian English,” will be an increasingly important part of the world’s literary heritage. 

Ben Johnson once said that poetry “speaketh somewhat above a mortal mouth.” 

Aligned with and faithful to the predecessors of your great spiritual heritage, you pushed the envelope and reached into the deeper realms of consciousness to reestablish a truth beyond mortality.

Begging to remain your servant,

Mukunda Goswami

Niranjana Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

On this auspicious day of your divine appearance in this material world, I would like to express my gratitude for all that you have done for me, for all that you are doing for me, and for all that you will continue to do for me (of this I have no doubt). I cannot possibly imagine which direction my life would have gone had you not intervened. I do not even want to imagine. A life without your association would be like a body with no breath.

jivan chavo bhagavatanghri-renum

    na jatu martyo ‘bhilabheta yas tu

sri-visnu-padya manujas tulasyah

    svasan chavo yas tu na veda gandham

“The person who has not at any time received the dust of the feet of the Lord’s pure devotee upon his head is certainly a dead body. And the person who has never experienced the aroma of the Tulasi leaves from the lotus feet of the Lord is also a dead body, although breathing.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.3.23)

You, Srila Prabhupada, have given me a reason to exist.

When I think of how fortunate I was to meet you and to have the opportunity to serve you, it overwhelms me—not just by comparing my life, according to what I’ve been given, to the lives of less fortunate souls who never came in contact with you or with your instructions—but mainly because there is no doubt in my mind that anything I have of any value in this life has been given to me by you. How can I adequately thank someone who has given me the most valuable gift and who continues to increase the value of that gift without limit? It is not possible for me, nor for any other living being, to reach the limit of gratitude one must offer in return for this gift.

What makes it so difficult for me, however, is that even though you are giving me everything, being the indebted beggar that I am, I have neither the qualification nor the assets to offer anything significant back to you in return. This is a dilemma for me, and oftentimes causes me great pain. This dilemma has been similarly raised by Prthu Maharaja to the four Kumaras:

yair idrsi bhagavato gatir atma-vada

    ekantato nigamibhih pratipadita nah

tusyantv adabhra-karunah sva-krtena nityam

    ko nama tat pratikaroti vinoda-patram

“Prthu Maharaja continued: How can such persons, who have rendered unlimited service by explaining the path of self-realization in relation to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and whose explanations are given for our enlightenment with complete conviction and Vedic evidence, be repaid except by folded palms containing water for their satisfaction? Such great personalities can be satisfied only by their own activities, which are distributed amongst human society out of their unlimited mercy.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.22.47)

And you have tried to ease my pain in your purport to this verse:

Knowledge of Krsna is such a great gift that it is impossible to repay the benefactor. Therefore Prthu Maharaja requested the Kumaras to be satisfied by their own benevolent activities in delivering souls from the clutches of maya. The King saw that there was no other way to satisfy them for their exalted activities. The word vinoda-patram can be divided into two words, vina and uda-patram, or can be understood as one word, vinoda-patram, which means “joker.” A joker’s activities simply arouse laughter, and a person who tries to repay the spiritual master or teacher of the transcendental message of Krsna becomes a laughingstock just like a joker because it is not possible to repay such a debt. The best friend and benefactor of all people is one who awakens humanity to its original Krsna consciousness.

You are so kind to this wretched soul, Srila Prabhupada, that, anticipating my plight, you tried to alleviate me from this ever-increasing burden of having nothing to offer in return. This is another perfect example of the extent of your compassion upon someone as fallen as I am. The problem, however, is that when I think of this kindness, it also increases my gratitude, and thus the pain increases again and again for failing to offer anything of value to you in return. There is no relief to this pain, Srila Prabhupada—except from time to time, by my very tiny and insignificant efforts to give a small sample of what you have given me to those less fortunate souls who are in need of your association. However, even then, when the pain temporarily subsides, the inexhaustible limit of the debt still remains. What am I to do? You’ve made it clear that I cannot ever pay back this debt, and I’m a laughingstock for even trying.

The only resolution I’ve been able to come to in this dilemma is that I should prepare myself to be laughed at by the whole world. If that’s what it will take to ease the pain from this debt, then the pain of being laughed at for trying will be nothing in comparison. It’s clear to me now. I can’t pay back the debt, but I must try. And if I am to judge by the results of my efforts to distribute what you have given me, then my conclusion is that all of my efforts to do this must be focused on giving everything I have to serving your order. Only then will I be able to have hope that I’ve begun.

It’s your order to preach, Srila Prabhupada, which gives me the hope that someday I will become a fit carrier of your boundless mercy. It’s your order to strictly follow in your footsteps, Srila Prabhupada, which gives me the hope that someday I may be able to make others as fortunate as you have made me. And it’s your example, Srila Prabhupada, which has made an indelible impact in my heart, and which forces me to go on trying until my last breath to do something which may someday bring forth your smile of approval that I’ve become a worthy servant of Your Divine Grace.

Along with all that you’ve given me, perhaps it is this eternal debt which gives me the hope that someday I will even more fully appreciate everything else. Therefore, thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for giving me this debt, the most valuable of debts. It is a debt that can never be repaid but that enables one who possesses it to become the holder of the greatest wealth—your lotus feet in the core of his heart.

Srila Prabhupada, please forgive me, ungrateful as I am, for asking something more from you than what you have already given, but I have one more humble petition to place at your lotus feet.

Please make me an eternal servant in the dust of your lotus feet and don’t ever kick me away.

Your eternal debtor,

Niranjana Swami

Param Gati Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam (11. 23. 57) it is said: 

etam sa asthaya paratma-nistham

    adhyasitam purvatamair maharsibhih

aham tarisyami duranta-param

    tamo mukundanghri-nisevayaiva

“I shall cross over the insurmountable ocean of nescience by being firmly fixed in the service of the lotus feet of Krsna. This was approved by the previous acaryas, who were fixed in firm devotion to the Lord, Paramatma, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”

My dear master, your life was naturally the very personification of truthfulness because you were always dependent on Krsna, who is Himself the embodiment of the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. By your personal example you showed that our only friend in this world is the Lord. In your heart you always meditated on Sri Sri Radha-Krsna and Their mercy. In your life you never deviated from truthfulness; therefore your character was always sublime and free from material contamination. 

Your mission was completely successful because of your absolute dedication to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. You taught us that our preaching of Krsna consciousness should be in the mood of complete surrender to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Since the Lord knows and controls everything, the result of our endeavors depends on His good will. 

We cannot bring this message to the people in general and make them accept the science of bhakti unless we are ourselves properly acquainted with it and successfully immersed in it, and therefore free from the tendency to cheat others. 

In your practical life you showed how it is crucial to be free from duplicity and the tendency to cheat others and to be completely fixed in truthfulness. Therefore your sublime character and behavior are to be glorified by all, whether in human society or the realm of the demigods. 

I humble pray to you to give me a drop of determination and mercy by which I can be always fixed at your lotus feet and never deviate from your instructions. 

Your humble servant,

Param Gati Swami

Prabhavisnu Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances! All glories to Your Divine Grace!

I wonder where you are just now. Of course, wherever that may be, you are eternally engaged in the service of your dearmost Lord Krsna. You may be residing with Him in the spiritual realm, or gone somewhere else in the material world to preach His glories. In fact, as a pure devotee and eternal associate of the Lord you can do both simultaneously. Just as many eternal associates of Lord Krsna appeared in order to assist Lord Caitanya in His pastimes, while simultaneously retaining their original identities, so it must be the same in your case. Your love for Krsna is so profound that you are always firmly and consciously situated in your eternal loving relationship with Him, even while you are fully engaged in preaching in this material world. That is why you were able to penetrate so deeply and effectively into the hearts of so many illusioned, conditioned souls, who had long since forgotten their connection to Krsna, and very expertly revive that connection, like a veritable spiritual touchstone. In fact, you are still doing this on the planet today through your ISKCON movement, with its devotees and temples all over the world, as well as through your books. So even though you have physically left this earth planet to serve Krsna in other realms, you are still very much present here in so many ways. You live forever by your divine instructions, and your follower lives with you. You planted the seed of Krsna consciousness in so many hearts and so many places, and we are continually witnessing how these seeds are fructifying and blossoming in the form of enthusiastic devotees and vibrant temples.

Just now I am at our ISKCON temple in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, South India. Early this morning we joined thousands of pilgrims at the temple on top of the Tirumala Hills and had darsana of Balaji, Lord Venkatesvara. This reminded me that you also visited this place as the special guest of the government of Andhra Pradesh and had darsana of Balaji. You were very pleased to see that hundreds of thousands of pilgrims were visiting this holy place every day. At that time, you recommended to the Endowments Minister of Andhra Pradesh that the TTD (Tirupati-Tirumala Devasthanam) should work out a program to co-operate with ISKCON to spread the message of Lord Krsna for the benefit of all.

Some years later the TTD responded to your wish by donating a spacious piece of land at the foot of the Tirumala Hills in the town of Tirupati. Today there is a thriving temple here with beautiful Radha-Govinda Deities. Every day a dozen or so devotees go up to the top of the hills to distribute books at the temple of Balaji, and they report that your books are selling like hot cakes. From the ample proceeds of this book distribution they are constructing a large temple for Sri Sri Radha-Govinda, and the construction is already well under way. Over thirty devotees live in the asrama, and there is an expanding congregation of grhastha devotees. There is also a school with one hundred children and a gosala with fifteen cows. It has been more than five years since I have been there, so it is very encouraging to see the progress that has been made in the interim. Book distribution, devotee-making, and temple construction, etc.—these were the preaching programs you established, and by faithfully following your instructions, under the guidance of their senior authorities, the devotees here are making steady progress in fulfilling your vision for spreading Krsna consciousness.

At the temple bookstall I could see your books in many regional languages of India. Since this ISKCON temple is also listed in the Tirupati tourist brochures, many visitors come here from all over India and take home your books in their regional language, and these books will no doubt also be read by many friends and family members. In this way the preaching is expanding far and wide from this one temple. Your vision was to have hundreds and thousands of such temples throughout the world, in order to re-spiritualize the lives of the entire humanity. It is a great privilege to be able to assist you in this most important mission, and I pray that, despite my innumerable faults and foolish mistakes, you will allow me to continue to serve your ISKCON movement, even though my contribution is most paltry and insignificant.

Your lowly servant,

Prabhavisnu Swami

Prithu dasa Adhikari 

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories unto Your Divine Grace!

I am always in awe of your preaching spirit. It is ever enlivening me.

Incredible:

While the whole world was engaged in worshiping mundane fools and rascals—sva-vid-varahostra-kharaih samstutah purusah pasuh/ na yat-karna-pathopeto jatu nama gadagrajah (“Men who are like dogs, hogs, camels, and asses praise those men who never listen to the transcendental pastimes of Lord Sri Krsna, the deliverer from evils”)—you came to the West to sing: 

jaya radha-madhava kunja-bihari

gopi-jana-vallabha giri-vara-dhari

jasoda-nandana, braja-jana-ranjana,

jamuna-tira-vana-cari

“Krsna, the lover of Radha, displays many amorous pastimes in the groves of Vrndavana. He is the lover of the cowherd maidens of Vraja, the holder of the great hill named Govardhana, the beloved son of mother Yasoda, and the delighter of the inhabitants of Vraja. He wanders in the forests along the banks of the river Yamuna.”

Regardless of whether people would accept your message or not, you were determined to preach and glorify Radha-Krsna.

As you said: 

The people might not understand our message. 

But Krsna will be pleased. 

And that is our mission.

They thought Jesus Christ’s mission was stopped. 

They killed him. 

But his mission was attained.

He preached three years only, but so many followers.

He pleased Krsna.

We must not be disappointed that no one is hearing Krsna consciousness.

We will say it to the moon and stars and all directions. 

We will cry in the wilderness, 

because Krsna is everywhere.

We want to have a certificate from Krsna that “This man has done something for Me.”

Not popularity. 

If a pack of asses says you are good, 

what is that ? 

We have to please Krsna’s senses with purified senses.

Your determination to spread Krsna consciousness has affected the hearts of us all. And no matter how difficult it has been at times, no matter how many failures we have witnessed, no matter how inadequate we have acted on various occasions, unable to carry out your orders, ultimately your glorification of Sri Krsna, your ISKCON, will succeed and the planet will be flooded by your message.

Please allow me to continue my service to your lotus feet.

Your servant,

Prithu dasa Adhikari 

Radhanath Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my respectful obeisances.

Today I am reflecting upon your causeless mercy. You have roamed the world collecting the broken glass of our worthless lives. Lord Caitanya has commissioned you to miraculously transform this glass into the rarest jewel—the jewel of pure devotion unto Sri Sri Radha-Vrindabanchandra.

O most merciful Guru Maharaja, you are repeatedly impressing upon us the intense urgency for Krsna consciousness. You clearly see the tragic waste of human lives as the world’s population rushes into the jaws of death.

At times you humbly appeal to us with the tearful pleas of a loving mother. At another time you may expose our ignorance with the roar of a lion. You have shown us how to utilize all that Lord Krsna has created, to awaken sleeping souls from the slumber of illusion. The world is addicted to drinking the poison of material enjoyment. You have given us the opportunity to realize, in this very life, Krsna, the embodiment of all rasas.

When will we wholeheartedly respond to your urgent call? Life is passing quite rapidly. How intensely are we calling out the holy names? How faithfully are we studying your sacred books? How determined are we to preach your mission to suffering humanity? How lovingly are we serving your beloved servants?

O Srila Prabhupada, you have entrusted us with the integrity of your divine legacy. I pray with all my heart that in a spirit of genuine humility we may be united in serving your sweet will. In pleasing you we will find shelter in the dust of your lotus feet. Let that dust be our ultimate aspiration, birth after birth.

Praying to become your faithful servant,

Radhanath Swami 
Ramai Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

krpa-sindhuh su-sampurnah sarva-sattvopakarakah

nisprhah sarvatah siddhah sarva-vidya-visaradah

sarva-samsaya-sancchetta-nalaso gurur ahrtah

“One who is an ocean of mercy, who is fulfilled in all respects, who has all good qualities, who works for the benefit of all souls, who is free from lust, who is perfect in all respects, who is well-versed in the scriptures, who knows the science of Krsna, who can remove all the doubts of his disciples, and who is always alert in the service of Krsna is known as a genuine guru.” (Hari-bhakti-vilasa 1.45, 46, quoted from the Visnu-smrti Vacana)

Many years ago the devotees made up a poster which read “PRABHUPADA, the master at whose feet all masters sit.” How incredibly true! At the time there may have been some other spiritual teachers around who were genuine spiritual masters, but of course most spiritual teachers were not, and mainly they were cheaters. I once read a statement by Bhaktivinoda Thakura in which he said that the instructions of the recent acaryas are more pertinent and therefore more important than even those of the predecessor acaryas. That is not to say that the predecessor acaryas’ instructions should be disrespected or disregarded, but for us, your disciples, and for other people of the modern age, your siksa is more relevant and, as such, more essential. Srila Prabhupada, because of you, some of us are able to help spread Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement in different parts of the world.

When you first arrived in America you wrote back to someone in India, “They [the priests] thought that the students may not be converted into Hindu ideas, as it is quite natural for any religious sect. But they do not know that the devotional service of the Lord (Shree Krishna) is the common religion for every one, including the aborigines and the cannibals in the jungles.” In some places we are indeed preaching to the aborigines and islanders, perhaps even cannibals, and we find that they very much appreciate the devotees presenting Krsna consciousness, especially when we chant Hare Krsna and dance in ecstasy, and then feed them nice prasadam. In the same letter you wrote, “The Bhagavata cult is preached also through the art of music and dance, as it was done by Lord Caitanya.” Only by your mercy are we trying to follow in the footsteps of yourself and Lord Caitanya and all His associates.

The Christian and Muslim missionary people are backed by huge resources, and they preach all over the world with great success. Why don’t the people of India who know bhagavata-dharma do the same? Nevertheless, we, as your disciples and as devotees of Lord Caitanya, pray that we all combine in a missionary spirit and preach all over the world; with or without resources, we follow your example and depend on your mercy. 

On another occasion you wrote, “We are not always successful in our attempts in preaching work, but such failures are not certainly ludicrous. In the Absolute field both success and failures are glorious. Even Lord Nityananda pretended to be a failure to convert Jagai and Madhai in the first attempt.” We are trying as much as possible, Srila Prabhupada. The road is not always smooth in our preaching work, and sometimes it is even bumpy in our own personal life, but we are living simply to try somehow or other to please you. If you are satisfied just a little bit, then we consider ourselves successful.

Your insignificant servant,

Ramai Swami

Ravindra Svarupa dasa

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my dandavats at your lotus feet again and again. All glories to your service, which continues here on earth, increasing and expanding, even though you yourself have withdrawn from us, having entered into your eternal pastimes in Goloka Vrndavana.

Therefore your servants here shall have to wait to reunite with you in vapu-seva, the direct attendance upon your person. Yet for those who take shelter of you by regularly hearing your words and serving your order—by vani-seva—you remain close by them, and indeed they become your living instruments, your senses and your limbs, by which you continue your unceasing work. So acting, they can walk through fire and not mind, because they have the joy and solace of your companionship.

Lord Caitanya gave the brahmana Kurma clear direction concerning how to retain the Lord’s association even in His absence:

Instruct everyone to follow the orders of Lord Sri Krsna as they are given in the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam. In this way become a spiritual master and try to liberate everyone in this land. If you follow this instruction, your materialistic life at home will not obstruct your spiritual advancement. Indeed, if you follow these regulative principles, we will again meet here, or, rather, you will never lose My company. [Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 7.128–129]

These clear instructions from Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu tell how to preserve association with the guru by vani-seva. In order to insure that your disciples would know how to associate with you after your physical departure, you imparted the same directions with equal clarity in Srimad-Bhagavatam, as part of your elucidating the allegorical story of Puranjana.
Puranjana has been reborn as the daughter of the King of Vidarbha, and she has become the queen consort of King Malayadhvaja. Now her royal husband has passed away, and Queen Vaidarbhi laments pitiably. You reveal the allegorical meaning:

Figuratively the queen is supposed to be the disciple of the king; thus when the mortal body of the spiritual master expires, his disciples should cry exactly as the queen cries when the king leaves his body. However, the disciple and spiritual master are never separated because the spiritual master always keeps company with the disciple as long as the disciple follows strictly the instructions of the spiritual master. This is called the association of vani (words). Physical presence is called vapuh. As long as the spiritual master is physically present, the disciple should serve the physical body of the spiritual master, and when the spiritual master is no longer physically existing, the disciple should serve the instructions of the spiritual master. [Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.28.47, purport]

Then a brahmana, described as an “old friend of King Puranjana,” appears on the scene to console the queen, who is preparing to immolate herself on her husband’s pyre. Allegorically, the brahmana represents the Supersoul. 

When one becomes serious to follow the mission of the spiritual master, his resolution is tantamount to seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As explained before, this means meeting the Supreme Personality of Godhead in the instruction of the spiritual master. This is technically called vani-seva. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura states in his Bhagavad-gita commentary on the verse vyavasayatmika buddhir ekeha kuru-nandana (Bg. 2.41) that one should serve the words of the spiritual master. The disciple must stick to whatever the spiritual master orders. Simply by following on that line, one sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Paramatma, appeared before the queen as a brahmana, but why didn’t He appear in His original form as Sri Krsna? Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura remarks that unless one is very highly elevated in loving the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one cannot see Him as He is. Nonetheless, if one sticks to the principles enunciated by the spiritual master, somehow or other he is in association with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Since the Lord is in the heart, He can advise a sincere disciple from within. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita (10.10):

tesam satata-yuktanam bhajatam priti-purvakam

dadami buddhi-yogam tam yena mam upayanti te

“To those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give the understanding by which they can come to Me.”

In conclusion, if a disciple is very serious to execute the mission of the spiritual master, he immediately associates with the Supreme Personality of Godhead by vani or vapuh. This is the only secret of success in seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Instead of being eager to see the Lord in some bush of Vrndavana while at the same time engaging in sense gratification, if one instead sticks to the principle of following the words of the spiritual master, he will see the Supreme Lord without difficulty. [Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.28.51, purport}

How, then, will we continue to have your association and your guidance after your departure? Your answer is clear and simple: by vani-seva. Here you emphasize the necessity of being true to your order, and you have explained repeatedly how that is the “only secret of success.” Guidance will come, we will be illuminated with knowledge, the direction to go will be lit up like a runway at night. Therefore, your instructions are our most precious legacy.

We also engage in vani-seva when we dive deep into the ocean of nectar you have left in the form of your books. If we worship your books with our intellect, making ourselves fit receivers according to the instructions you have given, then you speak to us and guide us with pertinent, incisive, and infinitely wise counsel. This is also your most precious legacy to posterity, but I am grieved to confess to you, it remains an unused asset, still in storage. I pray that the day will come when we will become fit to take what you have given.

We also engage in vani-seva whenever we bring others together with you in your vani aspect, introducing conditioned souls to you in the form of your books, and teach them how to receive and relish your association therein. By this most precious legacy, we serve you by assisting you in your own unending vani-seva to your Guru Maharaja.

By vani-seva we prove our love for you. You have told us that our love for you will be tested. How? Following the order of the spiritual master is the test of love. Some object that love is not subject to testing; it is a feeling that verifies itself; it is law into itself, and is not subject to any law. But you, the greatest of lovers, knew what the demands of love are. One time I heard you say—it was as if you were issuing a challenge—“Where is the proof that you love Krsna? If you love Krsna, you will follow his orders!” This is how you distinguished authentic love from mere sentiment, the counterfeit of love.

Love is tested by vani-seva:

Similarly, when you remain fully surrendered to the supreme will, either in distress or in happiness, that is your happiness. That is real happiness. This condition cannot be without love. In any condition, you remain surrendered. It cannot be done without love. When there is lack of love, this kind of mentality cannot develop: “In any condition I shall remain surrendered.” Just like, you are . . . you are . . . A whole society is carrying my order, not because I am superior person. There is love. Without love, you cannot do so. You have got some bit of love for me, therefore you carry my order. Otherwise it is not possible. And I cannot also. You are foreigners, you are Americans; I came from another country, I have no [bank] account. I cannot also order you: “You must do it, otherwise I will chastise you.” Because there is love. It is a connection of love. I can also become bold enough to chastise you, but you also, in whatever condition you carry my order due to the basic principle is love. And our whole philosophy is love. We are just trying to learn how to love Krsna, that’s all. So without the basic principle of love, these things cannot be conceived. [Discussion on Arthur Schopenhauer]

On May 23, 1977, you also made a well-known statement about the test of love. As recounted by Satsvarupa dasa Goswami:

“Your love for me,” said Srila Prabhupada, “will be shown by how much you cooperate to keep this institution together after I am gone.” [Srila Prabhupada-Lilamrta: Uniting Two Worlds, p. 313]

Or, as recorded by Tamal Krishna Goswami: 

Srila Prabhupada emphasized, “Your love for me will be tested how after my departure you maintain this institution. We have glamour and people are feeling our weight. This should be maintained. Not like Gaudiya Math. After Guru Maharaja’s departure so many acaryas came up.” [TKG’s Diary, p. 45]

This important order, which sets down cooperation together to maintain ISKCON after your departure as our test of love for you, goes to the essence of your vani-seva. For to cooperate together to spread Krsna consciousness is the very meaning of sankirtana. You have also explained this wonderfully: 

The purport of the verse is that even Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu—He is God himself, Krsna Himself—He felt, alone, unable to do this task. He felt. So this is the position. You are cooperating; therefore I am getting the credit. Otherwise alone what could I do? Ekaki amara nahi paya bolo. Caitanya Mahaprabhu Himself wanted our cooperation. He is God, Krsna. And therefore cooperation is very important thing. Nobody should think that “I have got so great ability. I can do.” No. It is simply by cooperation we can do very big thing. “United we stand; divided we fall.” This is our. . . . So be strong in pushing on Krsna consciousness, and Krsna will help. He is the strongest. Still, we must be combined together. Sankirtana. Sankirtana means many men combined together chanting. That is sankirtana. Otherwise kirtana. Sankirtana. Bahubhir militva kirtayatiti sankirtanam. Bahu: bahu means many, many combined together. That is Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission, combined together. [Room Conversation with Radha-Damodara Sankirtana Party, 16 March 1976, Mayapur]

You have given us the greatest legacy in the multifaceted form of your vani-seva. When I think of how this legacy goes still so much neglected and disused, by me and by others, my sadness overwhelms me. Please therefore enliven me always to consecrate myself to your vani-seva in all conditions and at all times, in the face of all discouragement and reversals. You yourself have shown us this way by your own example, and I know of no higher calling than to follow you.

Please bless me to remain forever your servant,

Ravindra Svarupa dasa

Romapada Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

mukam karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim

yat-krpa tam aham vande sri-gurum dina-taranam

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisances. All glories to you, the divine master of my life! Srila Prabhupada, within this offering on your Vyasa-puja day, I want to attempt to express to you the shelter and safety I feel in abiding by your instructions, and in engaging in your service.

In this material world, the terrain we have to cross is most treacherous! Falling prey to the beck and call of illusion, promising to deliver happiness to us in a realm built of self-deception, we have come to this strange place—Devi-dhama, the material world. For countless lifetimes, we have made this foreign land our home.

Not even for one moment has the promise of happiness been fulfilled! In an endless series of mindless moronic acts, we have tried to find satisfaction, only to find ourselves staring directly in the face of maya’s illusion instead.

How fortunate we are that you have entered our life! In this place of darkness, you have given us light! In this place of suffering, you have given us genuine joy, through varieties of wonderful service to you and to Lord Krsna! In this parched desertlike realm, you have given us the sweet nectar of your divine teachings! These teachings are ever-fresh spiritual nectar, revitalizing our very life and spirit. It is such solace to know that we can always turn to your divine teachings and become completely refreshed and sheltered!

Your mood was to give this nectar to others, tirelessly. Reciprocating with your mood, Krsna sent so many sincere souls to you to get your merciful association and become purified.

Just this morning, one graying American gentleman wearing an expensive-looking suit came to the temple before work and made a beeline for your vyasasana. After paying his prostrated obeisances before you, he sat cross-legged before your vyasasana, hands folded in prayer, offering silent appreciations with such sincerity that one could feel the vibrations pouring from his heart.

Who can count the number of such souls that your presence on earth has touched and transformed? I spoke briefly with this gentleman, who had met the devotees when there was a center in Manhattan in the 70’s. He glorified the holy name with such joy in his heart, describing how much he had benefited from chanting the maha-mantra over all these years since he had met your devotees.

You came to this sanity-forsaken place, New York City, to freely distribute the most precious of gifts, krsna-nama, and, through the offenseless chanting of the holy name, krsna-prema.

As the recipients of these gifts, all of us, all of your followers, are your indebted servants. We pray that you always keep us in your service and mercifully empower us to become your instruments in this same mission of distributing the holy name and thereby become eligible to taste its ripened fruits.

Because this world is so treacherous, we surely need your blessings. We are fraught with our own shortcomings; were we more purified at heart and thus transparent reflectors of your divine example, we would easily overcome personal difficulties, and our preaching efforts would naturally bear fruit.

I take the dust of the feet of your followers who are fixed in their dedication to spotlessly exemplify your instructions, and who thus carry on your tradition of unalloyed devotion. We each need to become such exemplars ourselves. To accomplish this, we need to seek out such association in one another and help one another become fully matured representatives of your true gift to the world. In this way, your teachings will come to life!

Regardless of what we do, you will live forever in your vani form; but we are meant to exemplify those teachings! Please give us the strength, through the association of your sincere followers, to succeed in this specific sacred service to you. This is my heartfelt and earnest prayer.

Your indebted servant, 

Romapada Swami 

Satsvarupa dasa Goswami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Wise one—guru—wise one from whom we revolted, refused, found it too hard either to desert or not to. The war rages on around us. You maintain within us that lamp in a windless place because you gave us your time.

As eternal guide you taught in parampara. You made it clear. I’m writing this letter to you, aware that separation brings on strange changes, and time does that too, and that we may not quite recognize each other the way we used to. But there’s a live connection, and it’s personal.

I sometimes think I’m all alone, holding up my end. I dare not ask if you have forgotten me in your samadhi. Where are you now, Srila Prabhupada? It seems a futile question because I can never feel it quite enough. You asked a better question of your Guru Maharaja: “How can I serve you?”

* * *

You were full of dance. You sent us out to preach. You said, “If they arrest you and put you in jail, go on chanting Hare Krsna. Don’t mind.” You were pleased and we rallied. We somehow stayed in your group and your temples, although now we have splintered, our impurities telling. Wise one, dear servant of the Lord, I write this letter to be with you. It’s a lingering, a kind of prayer. We needn’t live in confusion as long as we can hear the words you spoke, which made even Vyasadeva’s message clearer, or more appropriate to our struggle to take up Krsna consciousness.

Your servant,

Satsvarupa dasa Goswami

Sivarama Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace! 

Remembrance of you and serving your order are the two means by which I associate with you. On the auspicious event of your appearance I meditate upon Your Divine Grace with the following words. Please excuse my impudence if I appear presumptuous in any way.

Your humble servant,

Sivarama Swami

The Heart of My Master

Srila Prabhupada, while crossing the Atlantic in September of 1965 you suffered two heart attacks, perhaps warnings of what an arduous mission you had undertaken. I heard from your friend Bhagatji that during your second attack Sri Krsna came to your bedside and personally messaged your chest. That must have been a wonderful experience for Him.

When Sri Krsna placed His hand upon your chest, did He take the opportunity to enter your heart, as He had done with Rupa Gosvami? Did He empower you at that time to spread His mission (or was that at some bygone time unknown to me)?

Within your heart, was the Lord astounded by what He saw? Did not Sri Krsna, who is no stranger to transcendental beauty, who is the master of all wonder, marvel at the exquisite serenity and divine splendor of that transcendental abode?

Srila Prabhupada, within your heart is the Vrndavana of devotional qualities—enchanting, magnanimous, and grave. Everywhere are desire trees and desire creepers catering to the welfare of all beings. These trees and creepers blossom with flowers like Tolerance, Austerity, and Simplicity, which appear in unlimited colors and a variety of fragrances. The majestic groves of your heart grow from the cintamani soil of Kindness, which in turn is decorated with the many colorful gems of Mildness and Peacefulness.

Within the perimeter of your heart flows the Yamuna River of Spiritual Ecstasies, and within the core of your heart stands the Govardhana Hill of Resolute Determination, casting its multicolored hues everywhere. The aromatic breeze blowing from the Hills of Wisdom is warmed by the sun of Prema and then nurtured by innumerable Bhavas. The ceiling and background of this divine abode is the clear blue sky of Humility, where birds like Respect and Pridelessness fly while singing happy songs.

The twenty-six qualities of a Vaisnava are fully manifest in a myriad of enchanting forms in the realm of your heart, and they are places of pleasure pastimes for Sri Krsna and His eternal associates. Did Govinda marvel to see His own footprints, to hear the echo of His own laughter, and to see the remnants of His own pastimes?

When Sri Hari came to the hundred-petalled Yoga Pitha of your heart, did He wonder at the golden throne beneath the towering desire tree of your Love? While happily taking His seat, did He not run His hands over its many decorative jewels, which are in fact the tears of sweetness from your inner being?

At this place you daily worship Hari with sixty-four kinds of paraphernalia and cook the most delicious foodstuffs, which you offer with your own hands. As the Lord sat upon that prema-asana, was He not enchanted by this divine land? Fully absorbed in the variegated beauty, majesty, and splendor of your heart, did Govinda not lose Himself in ecstasy?

Pleased and comfortable, did Sri Krsna not desire to bestow His full mercy upon you, as you stood nearby, His fully surrendered servant?

Srila Prabhupada, did Sri Krsna cry a stream of tears as He spoke to you with the sweetest possible words, reassuring you of His protection and continuing shelter? Then, blessing you to fulfill your mission, did He enter a jeweled boat and, as He departed down the Yamuna manifesting His many forms, did he bid farewell with the words “Do not fear! Come along! Everything will be all right!” before you awoke from your “dream”?

Srila Prabhupada, your heart is a transcendental wonder. It is the divine realm of Vrndavana, which is impervious to assault by karmis, jnanis, yogis, and sadhakas, for the Vrndavana of the gopis is reached only through the Vrndavana of seva.

Only you have made your heart one with the order of your Guru Maharaja. In turn he represents a line of pure servants, whose hearts are fully aligned to their guru, and ultimately the heart of Sri Krsna—which is Vrndavana. Thus, being fully dedicated to the order of the parampara, you have revealed to us the “secret” of spiritual life and the secret of Vraja—unalloyed, unimpeded service.

Srila Prabhupada, you brought your disciples close to you and asked them to become one with your heart (cittete koriya aikya) by becoming one with your order. Then you desired we make the world Vrndavana through the instrument of your heart, ISKCON. Only by your mercy is this possible.

On this occasion I can only plead my helplessness. Srila Prabhupada, standing as I am, looking in all directions, I can only beg you, “Please bring me to your heart. Make mine one with yours. Through your service let me realize the heart of my master. Please bring the world to your heart, and make it as you desired.”

A magnanimous person never turns away one who surrenders to him. Please accept the worthless prayers of this servant of yours. 

Sivarama Swami 

Sridhara Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances on this glorious day of your appearance in this world. You are my everything.

I treasure what you have taught me in so many ways through your books, your personal example, and your followers. I am weak. I am wretched and I am suffering due to so many anarthas.

My condition has confounded me. My liver problem, which is life-threatening and theoretically beyond cure (it is called asadya in Ayurveda), is giving me such a wonderful opportunity to learn how to come closer to you, Srila Prabhupada, and also to Krsna.

I can’t even die and finish this miserable life. I just go on struggling and waiting for your mercy.

The greatest thing that you have taught me through this experience is how dependent I am on the goodwill and mercy of the Vaisnavas. Their kind words, prayers, and blessings have had beneficial physical, emotional, and psychological effects on me and my health. I cannot believe the depth of this and why I couldn’t appreciate it before.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, if you give me more time through your divine influence, I will be happy to be sick for as long as you want and go through as much pain as you see fit to give me if it means I can associate with you and your followers in the sweet way of gathering together with my God-family and chanting your glories.

Srila Prabhupada, you have given me so much. You mean so much to me. I need your love and association always. Please save me from the pain of your separation.

Your lowly servant,

Sridhara Swami 

Suhotra Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet on the glorious occasion of your Vyasa-puja celebration in the year 2000.

Your One Glance Was Enough

“My weakness cohabiting with temptation . . . ”

These words sum up much about my life.

Yes, much even about that first meeting with you:

When (in weakness) I thought myself too unworthy

To share in your presence.

When (in temptation) I thought your awareness

Limited by your form grasped by my limited senses.

Your one glance was enough

To put all that to flight.

Your one glance was enough

To lay bare my heart.

Your one glance was enough

To make me want to serve you

Again and again

Forever.

Mist, a dragon’s breath creeping the fields,

Scatters before the dawning sun.

Night, a shade stalking the forest path,

Recoils before the ascending moon.

But the terrors that leap from mist and night

Are sheltered within a dark behind that dark

That the sun and moon dispel.

Your one glance was enough

To put all that to flight.

Your one glance was enough

To lay bare my heart.

Your one glance was enough

To make me want to serve you

Again and again

Forever.

Your thumbtip, playing across pink rosebud fingerjoints,

Counts the arguments of opposed schools of thought.

My curiosity trembles to know it, but that number

(Whatever it is) is at once erased, a mere cipher,

By a dismissive wave of your hand.

“Krsna is the Absolute Truth,” your voice transmits

Directly into my consciousness.

And so it was, yesterday. Your fiery truth, a spear of the supreme sun,

launched at my heart. Now today the earth, aquarrel with eclipsed minds.

I pray these minds (mine included) may tomorrow shine like the supreme moon

That re-launches the spear of your truth from the catapult of pure reflection

Upon the sweet Lord that Your Divine Grace reveals within the heart.

Srila Prabhupada, you know best that beyond all the noise,

We just want to be loved. But we must learn to love in return.

Wanting love, yet not knowing how to give it, is lust.

Your one glance is enough

To lay bare our hearts.

Your one glance is enough

To make us want to serve you

Again and again

Forever.

Your humble servant,

Suhotra Swami

Tamal Krishna Goswami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

Though I mentally composed prayers to you constantly during my protracted illness last year, forgive me for not writing a formal offering for your Vyasa-puja book. By Krsna’s mercy and the intercession of Your Divine Grace and all my other well-wishers, I am once again engaged in your loving service and able to write. By extending my life you have allowed me further opportunities to glorify you in tangible ways. 

You often emphasized the importance of the Bhaktivedanta Institute, which you considered to be the vanguard of the preaching mission. The institute originally included members specialized in science as well as the humanities. Though I never expected to be included in such work, now I somehow find myself engaged writing a Ph.D. dissertation presenting Your Divine Grace’s theological contribution. I pray that Krsna and Your Divine Grace will enable me to write it in a way that will satisfy both the academic and devotional communities. 

Devotees have asked what I will do once I complete my research. During my recuperation last year I came across the following letter you had written me from London, dated 23rd August, 1971:

We are making a very gorgeous plan at Mayapur and if you all together can give shape to this plan, it will be unique if not in the whole world then at least in all of India. . . . The aim is to make it an international institute for taking perfect spiritual order of life; we shall give titles like Bachelor of Divinity, Master of Divinity, Doctor of Divinity. . . . Our mission is solid. Our philosophy is not utopian. Our men are being trained for exemplary character. So we shall have a unique position all over the world provided we stick to the principles, namely unflinching faith in the spiritual master and Krsna, chanting not less than sixteen rounds regularly and following the regulative principles. Then our men will conquer all over the world.

I do not know if I am a fit instrument to help carry out this grand scheme of Your Divine Grace. I am approaching my present task of writing the doctoral dissertation as your humble servant with no other desire than to present Your Divine Grace to the world in a most fitting light. Once this is complete, if you wish to engage me further in this direction, then I will work with others to give shape to your vision of ISKCON at Mayapur as “an international institute for taking perfect spiritual order of life.” Everything depends upon your mercy: alone I am worthless, but by your divine grace anything is possible. 

Your humble servant, 

Tamal Krishna Goswami 

Vaidyanatha dasa

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories unto you!

The years after you left us have brought experiments, errors, and finally—we hope—mature conclusions. We were moved by the question “Who is guru?” and devotees came to divergent answers. Over time, however, after a process of natural selection, it became clear that you are the candidate to meet all the criteria. We have understood that you are the instructor guru, though not initiator guru, for all devotees in ISKCON. Since our disciplic succession is based on siksa, you are thus our most excellent jagat-guru. It would be speculative to try to understand whether you or anyone else knew this historical outcome before you physically left us in 1977, and so, looking back, the experiments seem justified. An error is justified if one does not commit it again after having learned from the experience.

Scripture advises that one should cultivate a relationship of close friendship with the spiritual master. Advancement in spiritual life is not possible without such a connection. As such, in your physical absence it is our prayer to you that you become personally accessible to all your devotees in ISKCON through your vani. You have often emphasized that you are nondifferent from your books. In fact, all of your own disciples have established and maintained their relationship with you mainly through your books. They did this even when you were present, and they are continuing to cultivate this relationship by clinging to your instructions as they are conserved in your books, repeating them over and over, hoping to one day internalize them.

Nowadays we receive offers for spiritual advancement from other spiritual masters and disciplic lines, and divergent philosophies are making themselves available. However, will we still have your mercy when trying the “greener grass on the other side of the hill”? I don’t think so. We may not get fed and lose the shelter of your lotus feet as well. We are fully confident that just by clinging to what you have left us we will all go back home to Lord Krsna’s eternal abode.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, where are you? Please be present before us.

Your servant, 

Vaidyanatha dasa 

**************

4 Sannyasis

Bhakti Raghava Swami

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

sri-caitanya-mano-’bhistam sthapitam yena bhu-tale

svayam rupah kada mahyam dadati sva-padantikam

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. Please allow me to attempt to glorify you on this most auspicious day of your 104th Appearance Day although I am most unqualified to do so.

All I know is that I cannot imagine myself doing anything other than trying to engage in your devotional service, even though I am not very qualified nor very expert in whatever I may try to do. Although I am not very satisfied with the service I am rendering for you now, still I know and remain convinced that this path of devotional service, wherever and in whatever circumstances I may find myself, is my one and only hope in life. I would like to see things very much different from what they are; still I will not allow my mind to become discouraged or disheartened because things are not at my level of expectation. My only desire is to try to help you make things better in whatever way that may be possible. 

Srila Prabhupada, you yourself had to struggle so very hard, and for so many years. You were so much more qualified in ways which, compared to the qualities of a fallen person like me, are not even imaginable. Your faith in the words of your Guru Maharaja and your staunch determination to serve his mission carried you through all the obstacles that came before you. You were all alone in your struggle most of the time. Yet you kept on striving just to please your Guru Maharaja, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, because you were fully convinced that Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana mission was in the right hands. You knew perfectly well that by pleasing and serving your Gurudeva you would ultimately attain success; in fact, your effort to please him was in itself your success. 

Srila Prabhupada, I know I should not be attached to results. Still, I would like to see many more spirit souls take to Krsna consciousness. Moreover, I would like to see those who have taken to Krsna consciousness become more united in their efforts to expand your divine mission. And most of all I would like to see myself become a much better instrument in helping you make all of this happen. In these last few years of serving in the West, I have been appreciating more and more the vision that you shared with us, especially near the end of your manifest pastimes in 1977, when you expressed your strong desire to visit and remain in our farm community in Gita-Nagari. You wanted to teach the devotees there how to truly develop a varnasrama community. This you wanted very dearly, very strongly, and very decisively. It seems that not many of your disciples have tried to fulfill this important part of your mission, which you stated comprised 50% of it. Indeed, this part of your mission remains unfulfilled. It seems that many are not understanding the full impact a successful varnasrama community could bring to our movement and to society at large. Yet you had that clear vision, that perfect understanding, that strong realization that we must all work to establish varnasrama to save our own families, our own children, our own society of devotees. To convince society at large that varnasrama can be established, we must first show them by our own example how it can be done, how it must be done. 

Srila Prabhupada, please allow me to continue sharing and nurturing this vision. Please allow this very lowly servant of yours to assist you in whatever little way he can, to help unfold this wonderful vision and thus help bring the world closer to Krsna consciousness by establishing varnasrama in rural areas. It is so inspiring to see young devotees become enlivened at the thought of this project. I am personally convinced we will be able to attract many sincere souls to come and live with us in such rural communities. But without your kind blessings, none of this will be possible. I am therefore sincerely praying to receive such blessings, Srila Prabhupada, for without your mercy a fool like me will never be able to accomplish anything substantial for your mission. Let me not be attached to results, but still let there be more and more conditioned souls taking to Krsna consciousness, for this will glorify you and your Guru Maharaja, who desired so intensely that people from the Western world seriously take to the mission of Lord Caitanya. 

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for giving me this opportunity to serve although I am fumbling at every step. Thank you for the wonderful gift of devotional service, which is like an ocean of unlimited nectar. As Lord Caitanya prays and instructs in His Siksastaka: “This sankirtana movement is the prime benediction for humanity at large because it spreads the rays of the benediction moon. It is the life of all transcendental knowledge, it increases the ocean of transcendental bliss, and it enables us to fully taste the nectar for which we are all looking for.” By the spread of Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement, may your glories be known and sung more and more throughout the three worlds! All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada! Please kindly keep me engaged in your devotional service life after life.

Your servant,

Bhakti Raghava Swami 

Bhakti-vighna-vinasa Narasimha Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace! 

Thank you for giving this lowly soul an opportunity to engage in Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement. I wish I was more capable of assisting in your mission, but your ability to engage me in the Lord’s service, despite my shortcomings, is only further proof of your greatness. 

In distributing love of Godhead, Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His associates did not consider who was a fit candidate and who was not, nor where such distribution should or should not take place. They made no conditions. Wherever they got the opportunity, the members of the Panca-tattva distributed love of Godhead. [Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 7.23] 

In the accompanying purport you state, 

There are some rascals who dare to speak against the mission of Lord Caitanya by criticizing the Krsna consciousness movement for accepting Europeans and Americans as brahmanas and offering them sannyasa. But here is an authoritative statement that in distributing love of Godhead one should not consider whether the recipients are Europeans, Americans, Hindus, Muslims, etc. The Krsna consciousness movement should be spread wherever possible, and one should accept those who thus become Vaisnavas as being greater than brahmanas, Hindus or Indians. . . . We strictly follow the principles set down by the Panca-tattva. 

On the basis of this principle, you brought me to Krsna consciousness, and now it is my duty to bring others. Therefore I fall at your lotus feet and beg for your blessings. May I always stay engaged in your service. 

Your most unworthy servant, 

Bhakti-vighna-vinasa Narasimha Swami

Bhakti Vikasa Swami

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Vyasa-puja is meant for glorification. However, the past year has seen previously unthinkable offenses being made to you, Srila Prabhupada, from within your own house, ISKCON. Without redress of these offenses, glorification is superficial and hypocritical. Therefore I am restricting this offering to reconfirmation of my position as your eternal servant who wants nothing to do with any minimizing or questioning of your self-effulgent glories.

May those who cling to your lotus feet ever be rewarded with the nectar of your service. And may those who dare blaspheme you also get their just rewards.

Your eternal servant,

Bhakti Vikasa Swami 

Candramauli Swami

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

O most merciful master. Savior of the entire world. Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories unto you!

This year I received a letter which included the following words: 

The disciple is like a lotus. The spiritual master is like the water around the lotus. And Krsna is like the sun. As long as the lotus is floating on the water, the sun will nourish the lotus. But if the water vanishes, that very sun will burn the lotus. Without the guru’s mercy the disciple is nowhere.

Your instructions are that water that is sustaining, nourishing, and ultimately transporting the disciple to the lotus feet of Lord Sri Krsna.

Your instructions are the very life and essence of our relationship with Krsna. When we hold tight to those instructions, the lotus of our devotion is receiving nourishment. But when deviation and speculation manifest, we find ourselves being burned by the fire of our own ignorance.

Srila Prabhupada, in your purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.71, you write: 

We must very seriously act according to the instruction of the spiritual master. That is the way of perfection. There need be no anxiety over attaining perfection because if one follows the instruction given by the spiritual master he is sure to attain perfection. Our only concern should be how to execute the order of the spiritual master. A spiritual master is expert in giving special instructions to each of his disciples, and if the disciple executes the order of the spiritual master, that is the way of his perfection.

Srila Prabhupada, your general instructions are made available for everyone, and many disciples have the blessed good fortune of having received individual instructions. Others, like myself, are left to receive your individual instructions in a less direct way, or so it seems.

He reasons ill who tells that Vaisnavas die, 

    When thou art living still in sound!

Vaisnavas die to live, and living try

    To spread the holy name around!

                    (Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura)

On this most auspicious anniversary of your divine appearance in the world, my sincere hope and prayer is to be able to remember your instructions, guidance, and direction in every aspect of my devotional service. I feel confident that if I can always develop the mood of devotional service by your mercy, someday I may be truly worthy to be called your disciple.

Srila Prabhupada, you are our only shelter.

Your unworthy disciple, 

Candramauli Swami 

Candrasekhara Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please look down upon this tiny servant. Grant me the wisdom to deal with the challenges of the day. Give me the desire to study your books and apply them in my daily life. Bestow upon me the hankering to hear my early morning japa with real attention. I want to help others; let me actually help them rather than simply becoming a burden to them. The service of management I am doing now is the most difficult I have ever undertaken. Keep me from ruining everything because of my false ego. I want to grow in Krsna consciousness despite my own fears and bad habits. And I want to see others progress in Krsna consciousness. Let me make this a priority. Let me gain the vision to rearrange things to be conducive for others. Help me find fresh challenges for them. Help me appreciate and nurture them. Please give me the strength to deal with the fatigue of constant counseling. The fatigue of endless problems and obstacles. The material world is made of these. What should I expect? Let me become a source of inspiration. What can I say? I have no real talents or qualities that are of any use. Let me be a tool in your hands.

Your servant,

Candrasekhara Swami 

Danavir Goswami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Srila Prabhupada, most precious of all spiritual gems, kindly accept my eternal obeisances at your divine lotus feet.

Blessed Gurudeva, as good as Hari,

Pure vedanta and bhakti grant thee. 

You are flower-bearing spring, 

Fragrant blossoming service bring.

For big theories of short-term breadth 

You are all-devouring death. 

Pitamaha, saving where’er you go 

Kali’s orphans debased and low.

When foggy gloom shrouds the mind,

Sunny Bhagwat purports are so kind.

Packs of jackals yelping drowned 

By your Jagannatha rath cart’s thund’ring sound.

Waterpot reflections should consider:

Gold and silver are not all that glitter

Claims to fame are only right

If they follow your path of true sunlight.

Courts, sports, and more—latest crazes

Produced by Maya’s illusory mazes.

Praying for insight to comprehend

How disruptions will come to an end.

Unqualified leader . . . yes, I must confess:

Typical victim of the decadent West.

My only hope—your causeless kindness

Force open my eyes chosen blindness. 

By selling your books, miracles appear,

Debts, fire, and disease soon flee in fear.

The field is riper than ever before;

Bless us to distribute more and more.

Gauranga’s sannyas and Siddhanta’s threads

Were only meant to turn social heads.

Introducing all to Sri Rupa’s line,

Vedic College at the appropriate time.

It’s your plan with full guarantee,

Superb Krsna doct’rate degree.

Your insignificant servant,

Danavir  Goswami

Devamrta Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

How do I best spend the last phase of my life—for your pleasure?

What is the most my little self can do—to please you?

Without your blessings, I’ll never understand bhagavata-dharma.

Unless you glance upon me, Krsna is unknown to me.

Devoid of your favor, I’ll never even know myself.

The clock is ticking away my life.

When will I abandon the futile attempt for my own satisfaction?

Can my senses conform to your program—before the next death comes?

“Action in Krsna consciousness”?

Why can’t I suit myself—in the name of bhakti?

This dilemma—ablaze in the heart—is directly extinguished by you.

If only I will listen and obey—and remain steadfast.

You can immediately snuff out the forest fire of my material existence.

Thus I hereby celebrate your Appearance Day.

Upon this desert known as Earth, you bring the rains of mercy from Krsna.

Your instructions, knowledge, and mercy can introduce a new way of life for

this deviant planet.

You never doubted this potency of bhakti.

So why should I?

Attempting to be an unconditional servant,

Devamrta Swami

Dhanvantari Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.

Every year, with the coming of your Vyasa-puja, I sit down at my desk with the special purpose of writing you an offering expressing some of my thoughts with regards to the infinite glories of your transcendental appearance in this mortal world.

Every day I think of you. I can only wish, though, that I could think of you spontaneously every moment of my life and, with unbroken attention, as if in a mystic trance, lose all reason and absorb myself uniquely in meditating on your glorious personality.

I am certain that this would be sufficient to at once take me back home, back to the Supreme, and engage me in the service of Radha and Krsna.

Everything about you fascinates me. However, today, on this, your Vyasa-puja of the year 2000, I would like to write about something that shows an especially compassionate facet of your personality—your compassion for the ignorant, illusioned, and fallen people of the West.

Without a doubt I am one of these people; thus I here present my testimony as genuine proof of your kindness and compassion.

Back in ’73 I was a young, restless university student trying to go beyond the tight boundaries of the religion inherited from my family. In my search, I discovered hatha-yoga, and, thus, the knowledge of the importance of a guru.

Unable to find a spiritual master in my home town, I convinced my parents to buy me a ticket to India, where I hoped to find a guru in Hrishikesh, in the Himalayas.

Everything was set for the trip. I was only awaiting the end of classes, while I also studied English.

I was imprisoned by the walls of illusion. Several different manifestations of Maya covered this restless being with suffering.

You, being more subtle than air, passed through all these walls that isolated me from reality and reached me at the core of my ignorance, conquering my heart.

To this day, I’m surprised to note that as I recall it all, it’s as if I can still hear the voice of my brother announcing the presence of one of your emissaries at our doorstep, looking for me.

At first it was not a pleasure to receive that stranger, who told me he had gotten my address at my English School. I had to interrupt my attentive reading of a book with comments by Mahatma Gandhi—the Bhagavad-gita.

The visitor introduced himself timidly and said he knew of my interest in yoga and my plan to travel to India. Surprised, I asked him to have a seat in my parents’ living room.

He then told me that I didn’t have to go to India to meet a guru. I doubted his words. He told me that I didn’t have the maturity to choose a guru and that, once in India, I would inevitably be fooled by fake gurus. I tried to argue. He, in turn, explained to me the fidelity of a genuine guru to sastra and the parampara. I told him I knew the Bhagavad-gita.

He then pulled out of his bag a Bhagavad-gita As It Is, the Macmillan edition. I was awed.

At that very moment it was as if the modest edition of the Bhagavad-gita I was reading had assumed its original form and produced a fantastic and miraculous effect, opening my eyes to something that, in the privacy of my own home, in the bounds of my own city, I had never imagined could exist.

He showed me pictures of you, spoke about your coming to the West and your Hare Krsna movement.

I touched the book, appreciated its special characteristics, and was overcome with awe.

I asked him how I could get a book like that and what was the address of the movement in my city. He answered that he had just arrived in my country to introduce the message of bhakti-yoga and that he had no other book but that one, but that I could read it while I translated his lectures into Portuguese.

I accepted the proposal.

I wasn’t aware of what was actually happening at that moment, but today I realize that that was my first encounter with you. That was the moment you, only by your causeless compassion, decided to protect me in my spiritual search while I matured enough to really accept a spiritual master.

Thank you very much, Srila Prabhupada. I have kept in the deepest region of my heart a profound gratitude for your kindness in sending your servant, Dhruvananda dasa, to the intimacy of my home to save this fallen soul.

Your servant,

Dhanvantari Swami

Ganapati dasa Swami

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

“‘I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.’ This gives the definition of the guru. Everyone is in the darkness of ignorance. Therefore everyone needs to be enlightened with transcendental knowledge. One who enlightens his disciple and saves him from rotting in the darkness of ignorance in this material world is a true guru.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.15.16, purport)

Srila Prabhupada, I was not only born in the darkest ignorance, but I had further fallen into the deep abyss of Mayavada philosophy. You were the one who saved me from that. And you continue to save me today. Just as Advaita Acarya was extremely grateful that Lord Caitanya’s affection for Him was so great that the Lord severely chastised Him for His impersonal explanation, may I forever deepen my appreciation for your mercy in the form of your chastening Bhaktivedanta purports, which smashed my nonsense Mayavada hallucinations.

I have learned how you expertly engaged modern-day impersonalists like Alan Watts, Edward Dimock, Allen Ginsberg, M. K. Gandhi, and others in the Lord’s sankirtana movement (even if unbeknownst to them). In a similar way, you are engaging this worthless offender in some small service to your mission. Even if you decide to kick me away should I become utterly useless for your purpose, it is still an act of your boundless mercy upon this soul, who doesn’t at all deserve what you have already given him. You once said that even if Krsna kicks someone away with His lotus foot, it is a great fortune.

It is said that the ungrateful person is the lowest of the low. This means that if I don’t reciprocate your rescue effort and heed your warning signal, and I again fall into that bottomless pit of spiritual envy, how low can I go? Certainly the proverbial mouse of punar musika bhava would appear to have a much more auspicious destiny than mine.

I really don’t have to consider much more than this when I meditate upon Your Divine Grace. Let others speculate on your position of nitya- or sadhana-siddha; let them wrangle about whether your constitutional bhava is madhurya- or sakhya-rasa, or whether you are from the camp of Candravali or Sri Radhika. What difference will it make? Will it make me a more surrendered disciple? You are my special savior. You are the manifested representation of Lord Nityananda come before me to quench the blazing fire of my material existence. Isn’t that enough reason to eternally glorify and follow you?

Attempting to reflect upon your unfathomed mercy, may I forever remain

Your insignificant servant,

Ganapati dasa Swami

Gunagrahi dasa Goswami

Dearmost Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my respectful obeisances in the shade of your lotus feet. The following is my humble offering to Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious day of your appearance:

The Most

Yamaraja asked Yudhisthira, 

“What is the most amazing thing in the world?” 

Yudhisthira replied,

ahany ahani bhutani gacchantiha yamalayam

sesah sthavaram icchanti kim ascaryam atah param

“Day after day countless living entities in this world go to the kingdom of death. Still, those who remain aspire for a permanent situation here. What could be more amazing than this?” 

Well, in fact one thing could possibly be more amazing, Srila Prabhupada. And that is that in spite of Maya’s seemingly unbreakable spell of illusion, because of your divine intervention countless souls worldwide are now miraculously being freed from their bondage to impermanence and are taking shelter at Krsna’s lotus feet. That, I would say, has now become the most amazing thing.

And what could be said to be the most courageous thing?

The most courageous thing was that on the order of your spiritual master you risked your life to journey to America to save ours.

The most merciful thing?

You walked among the most fallen and freely distributed your intimate association.

The most valuable thing?

All that you taught us by your precept and example.

The most astounding thing?

The quantity of books your wrote, miles you traveled, disciples you initiated, difficulties you bore, letters you wrote, lectures you gave, darsanas you held, projects you began, and temples you opened.

The most noble thing?

That your children and grandchildren properly care for each other.

The most depressing thing?

To see your family quarrel and break apart.

The most magnanimous thing?

Your inclusion of every soul in this world in your vision of varnasrama.

The most challenging thing?

To succeed in establishing that vision.

The most relishable thing?

Your preaching, saturated with wit, genius, clarity, humor, compassion, and conviction.

The most careless thing?

To not take your words seriously and fall from your divine protection.

The most ironic thing?

Although you have made Krsna consciousness so easy, I make it so difficult.

The most frustrating thing?

My failure to live up to your expectations.

The most lamentable thing?

To leave my body knowing I have not done what I could to serve you.

The most frightening thing?

To think of where I would be had you not given me your mercy.

The most powerful thing?

The effect of your books on one’s heart.

The most purifying thing?

To preach your message.

The most enlivening thing?

To see people appreciate you and engage in your service.

The most regrettable thing?

To see someone leave your shelter.

The most remarkable thing?

How you loved us, tolerated us, forgave us, and never gave up on us.

The sweetest thing?

To have been in your personal association.

The most pleasing thing?

To have received your affectionate glance.

The most ecstatic thing?

To watch you dance.

The most satisfying thing?

When you are somehow pleased with our humble service.

The most fortunate thing?

That Krsna so mercifully sent you to us.

The saddest thing?

That He took you away.

When we think of you, Srila Prabhupada, we can only think in superlatives. It is impossible to describe you in any other manner. You are the most and have accomplished the most in every way. And you also know how to bring out the most in everyone. In my case, however, due to my stubbornness, that “most” has been a long time coming. Still I must shamelessly beg you to please continue to be patient with me and never allow me to stray from that most wonderful shade of your lotus feet.

Your insignificant servant,

Gunagrahi dasa Goswami

Hanumatpresaka Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at you lotus feet.

I am most likely bereft of the sincerity or intelligence necessary to glorify you, but I pray that by your mercy and the mercy of Sri Sri Radha-Gokulananda this offering will be something wonderful.

Today is the Rama-navami festival, and it is very nice to be writing about your merciful self on this day. Thank you for giving me this name, Hanumatpresaka dasa, and allowing me some little position in helping to serve Radha and Krsna in Their unlimited ecstatic lila. Actually I was thinking of thanking you for the many wonderful gifts you have given us, but there are so many. So I decided to choose eight that seem especially important.

1. Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for protecting us from any moral falldown and sitting with us while we do our japa. This year again we were able to follow the four regulative principles strictly and chant at least sixteen nice rounds daily.

2. Thank you for dragging us out of bed and taking us with you to Radharani and Krsna’s mangala-arati.

3. Thank you for showing us and engaging us in singing kirtana and bhajana for Their Lordships.

4. Thank you for giving us an immeasurable library of wonderful books. Every day we hear or give Srimad-Bhagavatam class, and the more we investigate your books the more we discover depth, novelty, and order in your preaching.

5. Thank you for ISKCON, the association of sincere devotees, who do have their faults but who certainly are sincerely trying to serve Krsna and become pure.

6. Thank you for inspiring us with ideas to preach/teach Krsna consciousness. The more we go out, the more we discover new ways to introduce Krsna to others. The cowherd boys are always canvassing among the gopis to engage them in Krsna’s sports. Individually we remitted over a thousand dollars to the BBT this year. Even the most fallen devotee can do that by your mercy.

7. Thank you for so much wonderful prasadam.

8. Thank you for the opportunity to worship such beautiful Deities in ISKCON, such as Radha-Madana-bihari in Peru, Radha-Gopala in San Jose, and Nitai-Gaurasundara, who took us on the Vraja-mandala parikrama. The list is so long. The only way I can find my way around such spiritual opulence is to take your lotus feet and hari-kirtana as my first worship.

Thank you, thank you, thank you, Srila Prabhupada!

And now, finally, let me close by asking for three benedictions:

1. May this year be just as auspicious as last year: sixteen rounds, four principles, morning program, ISKCON, sankirtana, etc., and . . .  

2. May our Anjana Suta Academy grow into a big institution by specifically . . .  

3. Distributing full sets of your Srimad-Bhagavatam daily.

Your humble servant,

Hanumatpresaka Swami

Indradyumna Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you!

Each year on this auspicious day, celebrating your appearance in this world, your disciples and grand-disciples gather together to offer special homage to you. For many of us, this day is one of mixed emotions. We are thankful that you appeared and blessed us with your presence, but we feel sadness that in these present lives we must be content with only memories of that brief association. And by the influence of material nature, even such memories seem to come and go! In the mood of Krsna’s dearest we cry foul to the universal engineer who created these minds, which allow memories of your precious association to gradually fade away with time!

But from the transcendental point of view there is nothing to lament, for strict adherence to your instructions and continued service to your mission will one day grant us your personal association again. We all hanker for that day, Srila Prabhupada. It is our constant meditation. After all, we saw you only briefly in the infancy of our spiritual lives. How wonderful it will be to see you again when we are in a purified state, devoid of any trace of material desires and able to render you the most confidential service.

While here, you were often proud of your disciples, sometimes presenting us to your contemporaries as proof that the holy names can purify even the lowest among men and women. I pray one day you will introduce us to the eternal residents of Goloka Vrndavana with the same pride and satisfaction. We will proudly tell them that it was by your grace alone that we attained the transcendental realm! At that time all of us, your followers, will happily gather at your lotus feet and recount for your pleasure our combined efforts to serve the mission of Your Divine Grace within this material world.

Srila Prabhupada, by your mercy I have been able to give the greater portion of my life to your wonderful ISKCON movement. I only wish I could have given more. Unfortunately, the first years of my life were spent uselessly, bereft of your transcendental association. Please utilize whatever years remain in the same missionary activities you engaged me in during my youth. That vibrant youth is gone now, but it appears that there are benefits in old age as well! The mighty senses are weaker now, affording me the opportunity to cut material desires down to the root. Old age also brings closer the reality of death, and with it the urgency to achieve the ultimate goal of life—pure devotional service to Sri Sri Radha and Krsna. But most important, it reveals how little time is left to repay my debt to you—as my ever well-wisher and dearmost friend.

Srila Prabhupada, you planted many varieties of transcendental seeds in this world. Some took the forms of temples, farms, Deity worship, book distribution, gurukulas, and festivals. You expected us to water and cultivate those seeds so that such programs would develop into a worldwide society capable of giving shelter to the entire world. It has not proven to be an easy task. It seems what you did, as one individual, cannot be matched by an entire society of aspiring devotees. But we have faith that by continuing to follow your instructions we will imbibe the spiritual strength and purity required to see your plans through to completion. That is the least we can do as your immediate followers! If necessary, Srila Prabhupada, I will be happy to come back to this world as many times as required to help your mission successfully spread to every town and village. I would be unable to come before you again, knowing that your desires have not been fulfilled.

Of course, the prospect of life again within the womb, and of birth, disease, old age, and death, are not at all appealing. But even now, in the midst of these very same realities, I am peaceful and happy serving your sankirtana mission. My only request is that I will always have the association of Godbrothers and Godsisters who are faithful to your mission. Such association protects one from illusion, opens the doors to liberation, and leads one to the highest goal of krsna-prema.

O Prabhupada! How I long to see you once again! As my body slowly dwindles in the closing chapters of this life, I am left with only one desire—to be reunited with you again. In that way I will achieve perfection, for you live forever in Vrndavana—life’s ultimate goal. I have faith I will go there, because you said to me personally, “So much endeavor in this material world, but when I take you home, back to Godhead, everything will be easy and sublime.” Srila Prabhupada, those words will never fade from my memory. They are engraved in my heart for all time. And when I finally achieve that most cherished goal, I will never have to experience your separation again. Today, your appearance day, will be forever, and life will be as you promised us—an eternal festival of bliss and knowledge in service to your lotus feet.

Your eternal servant, 

Indradyumna Swami

Jayadvaita Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

* * *

“My dear Lord, you are the ocean of mercy. With my arms placed upon my head, I am bowing down before you with all humility and sincerity. I am praying unto you, my Lord. Would you be pleased just to sprinkle a little of the water of your glance upon me? That will be a great satisfaction.” —Krsna-karnamrta (quoted in The Nectar of Devotion)

About a year back, an old Godbrother and I had just finished honoring prasadam at his place and were having some light chat when somehow our talk drifted and tangented the topic of gurus. One comment led to another, and in literally less than a minute he was in a furor. “Who do these people think they are!” (He meant the present gurus in ISKCON.) “They’re not Prabhupada! They’re not paramahamsas! What makes them think they can be as good as Prabhupada!”

And so on. He was hot on the topic, and nothing could cool him down. There was no suggesting to him that perhaps not all the present gurus—even, perhaps, not any of them—think themselves as good as Prabhupada. He wouldn’t hear of it. And there was no suggesting to him that few if any of those Godbrothers imagine themselves paramahamsas. To have mentioned that would only have invited another verbal barrage. Such fine distinctions would get me nowhere. The man had gone ballistic, and that was that.

All I could do was get up and leave the room, adding quickly on the way out, “I’ll come back in a few minutes.”

Sure enough, after ten or fifteen minutes he had cooled down. So I was able to make a light comment, and at least for the time being we put the matter aside.

But later I was reflecting: How is it that this Godbrother, a serious senior devotee, usually thoughtful and balanced and smart, had so quickly left rationality behind and turned into a firecracker?

And then the thought dawned on me: This was a symptom of his love for Srila Prabhupada. Arguments aside, he had been so fortunate that he had often sat with Srila Prabhupada, walked with Srila Prabhupada, talked with Srila Prabhupada, and taken directions from Srila Prabhupada face to face. Now Srila Prabhupada was physically gone. And in his absence, we had so many problems.

Could it be that this Godbrother was right? Not in his arguments, certainly. They made little sense. But in his dedication, his loyalty, his love . . . yes.

Srila Prabhupada, the world has gone mad, and so have we.

When Krsna was absent from Vrndavana, all the cowherd boys became bewildered, and having given up all kinds of activities, they appeared mad and forgot all their regular business. They were sometimes lying down on the ground, sometimes rolling in the dust, sometimes laughing and sometimes running very swiftly. All of these symptoms gave them the appearance of madmen. [NOD]

And so it is.

Out of the sorrow of separation all these boys forgot to take care of their cowherding and tried to forget all the melodious songs they used to sing in the pasturing ground. At last they had no desire to live anymore, being separated from Krsna. . . . 

Being so greatly disappointed, they were aimlessly wandering on the banks of the Yamuna. [NOD]

Even in our madness, we’re not as mad as the cowherd boys. (Oh that we could be!) Still, we’re mad enough nonetheless.

But we can’t afford to live like madmen. Srila Prabhupada, you have a mission, and we have service to do. We can’t afford to float about in aimlessness. Nor be overwhelmed by anger. Nor act foolishly or pretentiously, intoxicated by pride or illusion. Taking your instructions on our heads, and in our vision, and in our hearts, we need to serve you in your service to your spiritual master, and to Krsna, and to the world, with steady and sober minds, enlivened by your words and your example. And in this way, in your absence, live and serve in your eternal presence.

Hare Krsna.

Prostrate at your lotus feet, always in need of your mercy, the servant of your servants, 

Jayadvaita Swami 

Kesava Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

I offer my most humble obeisances unto the lotus feet of you—His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada—on this auspicious day. I pray for the devotees’ mercy that I may be able to describe an insignificant drop of your transcendental glories.

The message of Lord Caitanya is reaching every town and village of every country. By your causeless mercy many living beings are engaged in devotional service. And your fame is spread all over the three worlds. But you never claimed any credit for yourself; you always transferred all the honor to your spiritual master. 

My Guru Maharaja wanted me to come here and to pick up as many of you as is possible. And I am trying my best. By Grace of Krishna, you have joined me to help in this Krishna Consciousness propaganda and Krishna will surely be pleased upon you very much. Please try to continue this activity of cooperation and we are sure to come out successful. [Letter to Jaya Gopala, 11 January 1970]

We believed in the words of our spiritual master and started in a humble way—in a helpless way—but due to the spiritual force of the order of the supreme authority, this movement has become successful. (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 7.95–96, purport)

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado

    yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ’pi

“By the mercy of the spiritual master, one is benedicted with the mercy of Krsna. Without the grace of the spiritual master, no one can make any spiritual advancement.”

I am begging that you continue showering me with your unlimited mercy and compassion, so that one day a I may develop a little true taste for serving Radha and Krsna.

Your fallen servant, 

Kesava Swami 

Lokanath Swami

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja 2000.

Here in India we are getting a lot of very encouraging preaching results, and in that regard your preaching mission is being accomplished. The book distribution is ever increasing. I had the honor of handing out first prize to the leading Srimad-Bhagavatam set distributor, a devotee from Mayapur. You always encouraged standing orders and set distribution, and ISKCON Mayapur and ISKCON Bombay have been the world champions for so many years. Even our Padayatra India is at the top in the small-temple category of book distribution.

Having used the first Padayatra chariot for almost sixteen years, we recently offered a new chariot to the Padayatra Deities, Sri Sri Nitai-Gaurasundara. During my lecture on the occasion, I shared my realization of how every day, on average, a hundred Bhagavad-gitas are distributed by padayatris in remote villages of India. The people of these villages buy a Bhagavad-gita only once in their lifetime, and because to them it is a good sum of money they don’t purchase another edition. If someone proposes to sell them another one they say, “I already have a Bhagavad-gita.” So this means your Bhagavad-gita As It Is is the only one in their possession and will be in their homes and hearts for generations. Padayatris have been going, on average, to a thousand villages per year, visiting with the residents and distributing books. You can imagine the results in due course of time as the padayatris go on planting thousands and thousands of Gitas.

A short time ago we celebrated the 25th anniversary of the opening of the Krishna-Balarama Temple, and on the occasion we read the following statement you made on April 20th, 1975:

The movement is undoubtedly increasing in foreign countries, why not in our country? The government, the leaders, and the guardians, they should deeply contemplate on the serious nature of this movement and help us. Now we are bringing men from the foreign countries to preach. How long I shall bring? If we want to spread this movement all over India very seriously, we invite all educated intellectual young men to come forward. 

So that is happening now. Do you remember how they used to call our temple as Angreji Mandir (English temple)? The sole reason was because during those early years when you were establishing the Krishna-Balarama temple, you had only the assistance of Western devotees. Seeing that the majority of devotees running the temple were Westerners, the locals and visitors naturally thought of it as an English temple. But now things have reversed. Now 90% of the residents of the Krishna-Balarama Temple are Indians, and our temple in Vrndavana is becoming known as the ISKCON temple or Krishna-Balarama Temple.

On the occasion of Ratha-yatra in Kuruksetra, I attended the Kuruksetra temple’s big pandal, at which thousands were in the audience. Saksi Gopala Prabhu, the temple president, informed me, “Maharaja, more than half these people are chanting Hare Krsna on beads.” I was highly pleased to hear that. Only five or ten years ago hardly anyone knew the maha-mantra, but now there are thousands who are taking vows to chant a fixed number of rounds.

In Juhu, Bombay, there are many temple projects coming up. The Bombay team, headed by Bhima and Devakinandana Prabhus, seem to be moving forward with plans to build another huge temple complex in the back of the existing temple. I was thinking it is like your formula of “Double it!”—they are applying it to temple construction. The Delhi, Bangalore, Baroda, and Ahmedabad temples are all now fully operational, and several more temples are on the way, in particular the Mayapur Temple of the Vedic Planetarium.

There seems to be progress on various fronts, such as book distribution, devotee-making, congregational development, and temple construction. These are the wonderful offerings made to you on this day of your appearance, the day after Krsna’s appearance.

On another front, there are also a lot of things that are a cause for a lot of concern and anxiety. Arguments and quarrels, hypocrisy, politics, fratricidal war, loss of faith, anarthas and ill motives, suicide attempts, court cases, fault-finding and gossiping, confusion and bewilderment. It sounds like kaler dosa-nidhe rajann: “This age of Kali is full of faults.” In 1977 in Bombay you gave a pandal lecture series titled “Modern-Day Civilization Is a Total Failure; the Only Solution Is Krsna Consciousness.” We always thought the faults of this age were present only in “karmi” society. But currently these faults seem to have infiltrated the lives, thoughts, and actions of our own devotees. We seem to be ineffective and powerless to fight against these anti–Krsna conscious forces and personalities. 

Srila Prabhupada, I am feeling helpless on the occasion of your appearance day, and I am rushing to your feet and begging for your mercy, your intervention, for my empowerment so that we can flush out anything and everything that is checking the progress of your Krsna consciousness movement. Prabhupada, you would never tolerate these disturbances if you were physically present. You would have fought tooth and nail. You would have not left any stone unturned. You would have spent sleepless nights to find the solutions. Srila Prabhupada, you are here. Please continue to direct and inspire us so that we can preserve your great movement and propagate Krsna consciousness, the gift of the holy name. You are an empowered representative of Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the sena-pati bhakta. Please, O commander in chief of the sankirtana army, is the most compassionate Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu not compassionate anymore? Of course, I can’t doubt His magnanimity, but seeing the circumstances around us, faithless persons like myself begin to wonder, Why is Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu not doing anything to crush all the nonsense that is going on in the midst of this Krsna consciousness movement? If the Krsna consciousness movement does not do yare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa, purely and forcefully, then who else will? 

Srila Prabhupada, you always said, “The Hare Krsna movement is good for everyone, and it will benefit the whole world.” There is no alternative to this movement. Please, please protect and purify us, your movement. This is our desperate plea. With a straw between my teeth I beg you. Please give us intelligence and purity of purpose so we can give a befitting fight to the enemies of the Krsna consciousness movement. The worst enemy is the enemy that is hidden within us, hidden within the members of the Krsna consciousness movement. You said we couldn’t be defeated by any outside forces. You said the most dangerous thing is the internal fight. This would ruin us. Srila Prabhupada, I can’t tolerate to see this happening in front of my eyes. I can’t stand it, but what can I do without your mercy? It is all that we are made of.

Begging for your mercy, I remain

Your unworthy servant,

Lokanath Swami 

Nityodita Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. By your kindness, you are making the unqualified qualified. 

As the clock struck twelve with the arrival of the new millennium, the maha-mantra was circling the globe as we followers of yours were all holding midnight kirtana! You are the one who showed us how to conduct ourselves during any event in this world by chanting Hare Krsna, be it marriages, New Year’s celebrations, birthdays, beach outings, peace vigils, world wars—even the death of a near and dear one. Your faith in the holy name is what has made you the most successful preacher in the history of the world! 

Oh, to get a drop of your faith!

There is an innate desire in every living being to be part of a successful enterprise. Nobody likes to fail. That you have given us the most sure-fire way to ultimate success is undoubtedly one of your greatest gifts to us. Your method is not subject to the whims of the economy, the fragile nature of our health, the rise and fall of organizations, or even the annihilation of this planet! 

Oh, to get a drop of your conviction! 

You have asked about whether nuclear devastation on this planet would affect the Sankirtana Movement. No, there is nothing that can stop the Sankirtana Movement because it is the will of God Himself, Lord Caitanya, that His Holy Name be heard in every town and village. Neither can the demons devastate this planet independent of the will of Krsna. Nothing happens without His sanction. . . .  For our parts we should just be determined to carry out our mission against all opposition, demons, nuclear war, whatever. [Letter to Makhanlal dasa, 22 June 1973]

Oh, to get a drop of your determination!

Your preaching always balances the stark reality of the material world with the vibrant reality of the spiritual world. As all spiritual masters in the Madhva-Gaudiya-sampradaya enrich their disciples with the highest devotional perfection of feeling separation from the Lord, so you have successfully revived such spiritual desires in the hearts of countless lost souls, causing us to reach out for perfection!

Oh, to get a drop of your potency!

The gopis of Vrndavana were so attached to Krsna that they were not satisfied simply with the rasa dance at night. They wanted to associate with Him and enjoy His company during the daytime also. When Krsna went to the forest with His cowherd boyfriends and cows, the gopis did not physically take part, but their hearts went with Him. And because their hearts went, they were able to enjoy His company through strong feelings of separation. To acquire this strong feeling of separation is the teaching of Lord Caitanya and His direct disciplic succession of Gosvamis. When we are not in physical contact with Krsna, we can associate with Him like the gopis, through feelings of separation. . . . Devotional service to Krsna in feelings of separation elevates the devotee to the highest perfectional level, to the level of the gopis. [Krsna book, Chapter 35] 

Oh! To even come close to your perfectional state!

Your words are full of the power of the Lord Himself. Why can’t I hear you? You have given us everything because you have given us Krsna. Why do I want something else? There is no future or security in this world. “This material world is a very precarious place; therefore we should always chant Hare Krishna and seek Krishna’s protection.” (Letter to Makhanlal dasa, 22 June 1973)

As you so poetically wrote in a homage to your Guru Maharaja, there is a “struggle for existence, a human race, the only hope, His Divine Grace.” You have received all your knowledge from His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, and as his humble servant you gave that knowledge to us. Now it is up to us to humbly serve you by giving the same knowledge to others. This is called the parampara system. 

It is not that you have become a student and you’ll remain student. No. One day you shall become also guru and make more students, more students, more. That is Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission, not that perpetually . . . Yes, one should remain perpetually a student, but he has to act as guru. . . . It is not that because I am acting as guru, I am no longer student. No, I am still student. Caitanya Mahaprabhu taught us this instruction that we shall always remain a foolish student before our Guru Maharaja. . . . That is the qualification. . . . We should be always prepared to be controlled by the guru. [Lecture on the Disappearance Day of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, 10 December 1976]

Oh! To approach your humility!

Today, I am falling at your feet with a thawing heart, thanking you for another year of exciting devotional service. Please protect me so that I can serve you until my last breath! 

Your struggling servant,

Nityodita Swami

Prahladananda Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

At the end of his letters Srila Prabhupada often wrote, “I hope this meets you in good health.” Some people may be surprised that a transcendental personality such as Srila Prabhupada would be concerned with something that might seem as mundane as a person’s health. Srila Prabhupada, however, gave Krsna conscious reasons why he was concerned about our health.

Although the body is material, since it is being used in Lord Krsna’s service it now belongs to Lord Krsna and should be taken care of nicely:

We should always remember that our body is not for sense gratification; it is for Krishna’s service only. And to render very good sound service to Krishna we should not neglect the upkeep of the body. We learn from an instance of Sanatana Goswami. He was sometimes very much sick on account of eczema, and he was therefore sometimes bleeding. But whenever Lord Caitanya met Sanatana Goswami, He used to embrace him in spite of Sanatana’s request for Him not to touch him. Because of this. Sanatana Goswami later on decided to commit suicide so Lord Caitanya would not embrace him in his bloody condition. This plan was understood by Lord Caitanya, and He called Sanatana Goswami and said to him, “You have decided to end this body, but don’t you know that this body belongs to Krishna? You have already dedicated your body to Krishna so how can you decide to end it?” So you must not neglect the upkeep of your body. This is the lesson we get from Lord Caitanya and Sanatana Goswami. Try to take care of your health in the best possible way. [Letter to Rayarama dasa, 9 February 1969]

Service to the body and mind may also be service to Lord Krsna:

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura warns us in this connection that we should not mistakenly think that the idea of giving up everything implies the renunciation of duties necessary in relation to the body and mind. Even such duties are not sense gratification if they are undertaken in a spirit of service to Krsna. [Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 4.170, purport)

By maintaining one’s health nicely one can do nice service for Lord Krsna:

Keep your health in good condition and work very hard for Krishna. That is our motto of life. [Letter to Rayarama dasa, 6 March 1969}

Srila Prabhupada understood that ill health could hinder one’s devotional service to Lord Krsna:

If you are willing to offer your medical services to my students, when it is required, that will be very nice. It is important to keep the body fit and healthy so that we will not meet the obstacle of ill health while serving Krishna. Ill health may hinder one’s service, so, we want to avoid it as much as possible. [Letter to Dr. W.D. Currier, 19 June 1975]

Srila Prabhupada wanted his disciples to live a long time to preach Krsna consciousness:

Be careful about your health first. This information is not only for you but all my noble sons. I am an old man. I may live or die it does not matter. But you must live for long time to push on this Krishna Consciousness movement. [Letter to Rayarama dasa, 21 December 1967]

To maintain one’s health doesn’t have to be difficult:

Regarding your question about maintaining your body nicely, I think that if you follow our regulations of diet, sufficient sleeping, and keep to the prescribed rules of cleanliness, two baths per day,* then you will be able to keep yourself in proper health. Of course, disease will always be there at some time while there is this material body, but this we must tolerate and not be very much agitated by. Actually, the Vaisnava who knows that he is not this body, he does not therefore neglect his body, but he takes very nice care so that he may utilize his body in the service of Krishna. Just like a man may know that he is not his car, so he does not therefore neglect his car, but he will take care of it so it will be able to render service to him. So we must take sufficient care to provide our bodies with its demands, but when disease or other necessary inconveniences arrive, we do not become disturbed because such troubles are simply temporary manifestations. 

*at least one

 [Letter to Balabhadra dasa, 12 May 1969]

Regarding your fasting, if you are sick, then fasting is the best medicine. For disease and unwanted guests, if you do not give them food, they will go away. [Letter to Revatinandana Swami, 16 January 1975]

The ultimate protection comes from Lord Krsna:

Regarding Syama Dasi’s health, it is to be understood that so long we have got this material body there must be some trouble. Actually, medicine is not the remedial measures for our bodily troubles unless we are helped by Krishna. Therefore, whenever there is bodily trouble we may adopt the prescribed methods of medical science and depend upon Krishna for His Mercy. The best remedy, not only for Syama Dasi but for everyone, is to consult some approved physician. But ultimately we have to depend on the Mercy of Krishna, so we should chant regularly, pray to Krishna to give us a chance to serve Him, and, if required, we may adopt the approved method of treatment. [Letter to Kirtanananda Swami, 14 February 1969]

Although Srila Prabhupada wanted the devotees to be healthy, he also wanted them to tolerate the inevitable miseries of material life:

So long we have got this material body, the miseries will be coming and going, simply we have to tolerate them and try to make advancement in Krishna Consciousness as best we can. [Letter to Pradyumna dasa, 23 March 1968]

The order of importance: 

In some of the Vedic literatures, it is said that Atmanan Sarvato Rakshet, that means one should give first protection to the soul. Then he should take care of his particular type of faith, then he should take care of the material things, namely this body, and anything in relation with this body, or wealth. [Letter to Tosana Krsna dasa, 7 October 1968]

Srila Prabhupada’s eternal servant,

Prahladananda Swami

Rasananda Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Your opulent form is as radiant as millions of suns. Indeed, your lustrous body is the fountainhead of light in this dark physical existence. We, the inhabitants of darkness, have not taken advantage of your radiant form. We live in our dreadful nightmare, egoistically extracting meanings from your words, trying to make our words your words. Thus we remain in darkness. Pitiful is my existence, for I do not blindly follow your teachings; rather I extract obscure meanings here and there, when your words are clear as crystal. Just as the monists cloud the meaning of the siddhanta with their word trickery, and just as clouds sometimes cover the beauty and radiance of the sun, so nowadays we fools cover and even doubt your empowered words with our word jugglery. Due to my blindness, I cannot see that you are the messiah, entitled to submerge us into the unfathomable ocean of service to the lotus feet or Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara. Today, on this most auspicious day of your appearance on this world, I fervently pray that I may take advantage of your radiant presence and extinguish once and for all the darkness preventing me from understanding the words that emanate from your lotus mouth. 

I remain your servant,

Rasananda Swami

Subhaga Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet with love and devotion.

You are a pure devotee of Lord Krsna, and His dearest one also. You saved countless fallen living entities from the burning fire of material existence by incessantly showering profuse nectarean mercy from the ocean of devotion to the Lord.

You are the embodiment of Krsna’s mercy; therefore, though I am not qualified, still you engaged me in your service. Thus you made me one of the most fortunate souls. I don’t have any education, intelligence, or renunciation, what to speak of bhakti, but I have an abundance of arrogance, false ego, enviousness, and the propensity to criticize others—I am full of unwanted qualities. Following your instructions is my only means to becoming free from all these unwanted characteristics.

You said that your only qualification was that you had cent percent conviction in the words of your Guru Maharaja and that you conveyed them without change. In the Bhagavad-gita Krsna says that to be fixed in devotion one must have vyavasayatmika buddhih, and Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura explains that this means “one should accept the instruction of the bona fide spiritual master as one’s mission in life.”

Your life was dedicated to the service to your Guru Maharaja in all respects, Srila Prabhupada. You offered yourself completely to Lord Krsna.

To achieve perfection in devotional service is a gradual process. Nearly thirty years have passed since you gave me shelter at your lotus feet. My contemporaries have done so much wonderful service for you and Lord Krsna. I wonder when I will be able to do some service for you.

From time to time our Society faces seemingly insurmountable problems and calamities. To overcome them we must study your instructions carefully. You gave everything in your books, so we should consult them. Here is the test for us: If we genuinely love you and Krsna and Caitanya Mahaprabhu, then we must sacrifice our personal interests and try to make you and Them happy at all costs. You have made it clear that the way to do this is to try to bring everyone to the lotus feet of Krsna and engage them in His service, beginning with the chanting of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. We must also refrain from offending devotees and glorify their good qualities. Then we will live in the wonderful family of Krsna, where there is no envy or fear because everything is based on sacrificing our personal interests and loving you and Krsna.

Your fool and fallen servant,

Subhaga Swami 

Trivikrama Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Srila Prabhupada!

You came to me—by God—when there was little hope—the future up in smoke—what would I do—without you?

Freely you gave to one and all—association, instructions, example and more—what would we do —without you?

Now youth is gone—a dreamlike past—but hope remains—it lasts and lasts—what would I do—without you?

The struggle persists—habits die hard—“Mercy! Mercy!” I cry from the core of my heart—what would I do—without you?

A chance to repay—in token form—your “matchless gift”—is what I pray—what should I do—for you?

But how to repay—it can’t be done—eternally in debt—is what I’ve become—what should I do—for you?

If I could just pray—and surrender away—then you’d certainly say—what it is I should I do—for you.

Then I could report—that my life is OK—for pleasing you—is what I should do—for you!

Your insignificant servant,

Trivikrama Swami 

Umapati Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Ignorance is Bliss

I like to think I’m smart. I guess most people are like that. I like to show it off too, but somehow, that never worked well around Srila Prabhupada. Once I went to fix Srila Prabhupada’s tape recorder at 26 Second Avenue. It was the old reel-to-reel kind, and I felt confident, armed with years of professional recording experience, but I was unfamiliar with that particular machine.

I put my finger on an unmarked button. “What does this button do?” I asked.

“Then you do not know how to fix this,” Srila Prabhupada said. “If you have to ask, ‘What does this button do?’ then you cannot fix it.”

I was taken aback. I had thought my vast knowledge of electronics was already famous throughout the spiritual world. Someone came in the door, and Srila Prabhupada pointed at me.

“He thinks he can fix this, but he has to ask ‘What does this button do?’” said Srila Prabhupada, laughing.

I did not say anything more. I just sat there, burning with humiliation from this extraordinary kindness of my spiritual master.

It happened again a few years later. Aniruddha and I had to drive across Los Angeles and back to find out why Srila Prabhupada’s two new transcribing machines did not work. The dealer showed me that I had threaded the tape wrong. I had not run it past the little gizmo that tells the machine to turn on. It should have been obvious. This time I did not wait for Srila Prabhupada to tell me I was stupid. I was the one who mentioned it.

And what can I say about all the times I dropped things or fumbled my words in Srila Prabhupada’s presence? Would I ever get smart?

Hope came one day when someone put on a tape of Srila Prabhupada lecturing and I marveled at how beautifully Prabhupada spoke. “Why can’t I speak just a little bit like that?” I wondered.

And the answer came. “It’s because I think I have something to say on my own,” I thought. “I think I know something, but I don’t know anything. Only Srila Prabhupada knows, but I can borrow his knowledge.”

It is a relief to know that I am stupid. I don’t have to make people think I am smart any more. Now I just want them to see how intelligent my spiritual master is. The more I realize that I am stupid, the more I can accept Srila Prabhupada’s mercy.

Now I realize that Srila Prabhupada had been making exactly this point since the beginning: “The disciple’s mind should be like a blank slate upon which the spiritual master can write.”

I still cannot speak like Srila Prabhupada. Well, can anyone? So now I try to let him speak through me. I have finally understood that this is what I am supposed to do. Now I have to work at understanding more and more that the only way to be smart is to borrow knowledge from my spiritual master.

I thought I knew something, but all my false knowledge was only filtering out the sweetness of Krsna consciousness. Let me not be a professional any more, nor an engineer or a mystic or a sage or all those other things I thought I was or wanted to be. Let me be a simple disciple with no knowledge of my own but with knowledge borrowed from my spiritual master.

And let me offer endless obeisances to Srila Prabhupada, the only intelligent person I have ever met. How kind he is! He has taught me the value of knowing that I am stupid.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Your most humble servant,

Umapati Swami

Varsana Swami

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you!

This homage is one of gratitude,

Coming from an inmate

Whose life was transformed

By your love.

I am sure you know

What I am going to say,

But I will speak it anyway,

Out of gratitude to you

And for my own purification.

During the time before you appeared,

To bring hope into my life,

I was a prisoner 

Living in darkness.

And even though

The door was not locked,

I kept it closed

Because I was afraid . . . 

Then one blessed day,

By divine arrangement

You appeared at the door of my prison,

Telling us what it was like to be free.

And even though we couldn’t conceive

What freedom might be,

We had faith in your words

Because we knew that you loved us.

And by hearing your instructions

I found the courage

To open the door 

A little . . . 

With that meager invitation

You entered my life,

Touching and transforming

Everything in it.

You not only entered

The door of my prison,

You also opened

The portals of my heart

And you taught me

To cleanse my heart

Because it was meant to be 

A temple.

In the decades to follow

I still stumble and fall sometimes,

But it’s different now

Because I feel your hand

Picking me up again.

And when it hurts too much,

Sometimes I cry,

But it’s different now

Because I feel your kind and tender touch

Mending my heart.

Though I still struggle

Confronting obstacles, 

It is different now

Because I feel your guidance

Leading me by the hand,

Lightening my burden,

Lighting the way.

And though I still have trouble

Trying to understand,

It is better now 

Because I hear your words

Assuring me

It will be all right.

And now I am sure, 

As never before,

That whatever happens,

Even when I die,

You will be there

To lead me onward

Out of my dungeon

And back to home,

Where there are no prisons . . . 

No longer victim of circumstance,

Forever captive of your love.

Do you remember?—you called us inmates,

And we remain so to this day.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada,

On this most blessed event,

When you appeared in our world

To set us free 

From the bondage of fear.

Your servant,

Varsana Swami

Vedavyasapriya Swami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your divine grace, which is the only reason for my being in your movement. 

Well, like many of your other disciples, I have spent around twenty-five years in your movement. That is quite a considerable portion of this life. Nevertheless, I am amazed to think of the vast nescience that still covers this insignificant being in the temporary material world. This temporary material world is infinitely variegated for me. It is too difficult for me to understand the things, beings, atmospheres, and even the Vaisnavas around me, especially the interplays of their subtle but complicated natures. As Lord Sri Krsna says, gahana karmano gatih. The material world weaves such a web around me that I cannot figure out independently how to escape from the fear produced by it. Thus I remain stuck in the web of material life due to my old habits. 

But your divine grace taught me the art of living like a spider, who does not get trapped in its own web. I have been fortunate enough to obtain your divine grace through the efforts of your sincere devotees, who causelessly kept after me to join your movement. They said that it was your desire. I accepted. I have never regretted that decision. In good times or bad, in praise or disapproval, in all conditions I have always felt Your Divine Grace by my side. Many times I could see no way that I could ever became successful, certainly not by adopting such opinions as ritvikism. Thus it is only your glorious divine grace that has sustained me for the last twenty-five years. Your causeless divine grace amazes me in all conditions. Now I have the courage to live on and serve without any complaint. I will try my best to glorify your divine grace. Anybody who tasted your divine grace will give all credits to you, Srila Prabhupada, and forget the material web. Thus your movement remains glorious and will fulfill your prophesies. 

Your servant eternally,  

Vedavyasapriya Swami 

Vipramukhya Swami

What Kind of Person are You, Srila Prabhupada?

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you!

When you boarded the cargo ship known as the Jaladuta and sailed from Calcutta to New York, you crossed many vast bodies of water. From the mouth of the Ganga your ship slipped into the Bay of Bengal. From there you sailed south, around the southern tip of the Indian subcontinent into the Indian Ocean.

Although you wrote that your cabin was quite comfortable, you started to experience seasickness early in the journey. “Seasickness, dizziness, vomiting—Bay of Bengal. Heavy rains. More sickness,” you wrote. It was already a terrible journey for you.

In my restless nights, tossing and turning, I wonder: Had you known you would suffer so many difficulties aboard that ship, would you still have sailed to America, Srila Prabhupada?

When you first stepped on land at Colombo, Sri Lanka, you felt some relief. The captain drove you around to see Colombo by car. The ship then sailed to Cochin on the west coast of India. There your trunks of books arrived and were taken aboard the ship. You spoke to the crew of the Jaladuta on Janmastami. They were comfortable days.

But by the time the ship sailed by the usually dry, desolate landscape of the Red Sea coastline, you were again experiencing serious health problems. The weather had turned stormy, and the ship’s ride became rough. “Rain, seasickness, dizziness, headache, no appetite, vomiting.” These were more than symptoms of seasickness. You had severe pains in your chest, and in two days you appeared to have suffered two heart attacks.

What kind of person would undergo this kind of hardship for no other reason than faith in the guru and compassion for the fallen souls?

After that you had a dream that Lord Krsna was rowing a boat. He told you that you should not fear and should come along. You said that after that you felt assured of Lord Krsna’s protection. The violent attacks did not recur.

Thank you, Krsna! Thank you!

The ship entered the Suez Canal and sailed through the Mediterranean Sea. From there it sailed across the Atlantic. Fortunately, the Atlantic crossing was smooth. Your ship landed at Boston’s Commonwealth Pier at 5:30 A.M. on September 17, 1965.

What would we have done had you not made that journey, Srila Prabhupada? What would have been our fate? Never mind the struggles of your disciples and the difficulties we sometimes face. Where would we be had you not crossed the ocean? What words can express the depth of gratitude that the living entities of this earth planet owe you for having walked up that sacred gangplank one day in Calcutta?

You infiltrated not only American society but also the whole world, in such a quiet, inconspicuous way, after personally undergoing such severe health risks on the high seas. In like a needle, out like a plough. That was your motto. You were already at such an advanced age. What kind of person are you, Srila Prabhupada, to have done that for us? What kind of person would give up his homeland at the age of seventy and, with no money and no motivation other than compassion, make such a difficult journey? What kind of person would start with absolutely nothing except faith in guru and Krsna and inspire such an empire of devotees to preach all over the world? What kind of person talks only of Krsna and convinces everyone he meets to surrender to the Lord? What kind of person are you, Srila Prabhupada?

I never met such a person before. I have never met such a person since. I am surrendered to you. Please accept me.

Your servant,

Vipramukhya Swami 

****************

5 Temples

Ahmedabad

Dearest Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

Lord Caitanya’s wonderful pastimes as Nimai Pandita—extraordinary genius, the greatest scholar of his time—were in full bloom. He was surrounded by brilliant students, who were all very proud to study under Him and always accompanied Him everywhere. At the end of this part of His pastimes, before manifesting ecstatic symptoms of krsna-prema, the Lord went to Gaya to offer oblations to His departed father. On the way He developed a heavy fever. His students gave Him so many treatments, but His fever would not come down. Finally He told His students, “Bring some water that has washed the feet of a brahmana, as there is a saying, sarva-duhkha khande vipra-padodaka-pane. Only then will My fever come down.” Finally the Lord drank the water from a brahmana’s feet and was instantly cured. The Lord thus demonstrated the glories of His pure devotees’ feet. 

 Indeed, as we sing every day, 

jahara prasade bhai, e bhava toriya jai,

krsna-prapti hoy jaha ha’te

Your lotus feet enable everyone to cross over the ocean of birth and death, and they deliver Krsna to all. Once a devotee said, “We are so fortunate, Srila Prabhupada, that we came to the Krsna consciousness movement,” and you said, “I have created your good fortune.” As Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura sang, jogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai, tomara karuna—sara: “When I consider my qualifications, I see have none. I am simply made of your mercy.” Prahlada Maharaja said, evam janam nipatitam prabhavahi-kupe: “I was drowning in the ocean of birth and death like other materialistic people. Your servant Narada Muni saved me. How can I do anything else but follow his order now?”

There is no way we can repay our debt to Your Divine Grace. If we have any shame, we should simply dedicate this life and the coming hundreds of lives in your service, and consider your instructions in every matter as the absolute words of Krsna. In spite of our lowest of the low condition and sinful wretched hearts, if somehow or other we develop this absolute faith in your words and direction, we will inherit the kingdom of Krsna just as easily as a son inherits his father’s wealth. 

On the other hand, if we start seeing you as an ordinary saintly human being (a very great man but not absolute), then we will clear our pathway to hell. Gurusu nara-matir . . . yasya va naraki sah. Krsna’s daivi-maya is very bewildering, and many an intelligent and thoughtful devotee’s faith has been shaken up by the continual falldowns of some of your most respected and leading disciples. These devotees want to re-evaluate everything, including your position, as if these falldowns are some kind of reflection on your performance, or as if these falldowns are your personal failure. On the contrary, some of us who heard you extensively and observed your personal saintly behavior from a very close distance knew it very well and protested from the very beginning the imitation tendency of some of our leaders and saw the oncoming disaster very clearly. In spite of many externally evident achievements in the preaching activities, which created some doubt in our inexperienced minds, your clear-cut teachings and example very clearly foretold that “of the existent (sat) there is no cessation and of the nonexistent (asat) there is no duration.” If anything, the happenings in our own ISKCON family in twenty-odd years since your departure have clearly established the absoluteness of the standard principles of dharma, standard behavior of simple saintly devotees, and authenticity of Vedic culture and varnasrama-dharma, which you carefully propagated throughout your books. 

Even though you were humbler than a blade of grass, you taught us to remember your distinguished position and warned very clearly, as in the following conversation, against any tendency in our minds for self-glorification, since that would cause inevitable falldown. 

Prabhupada: This is our position. That is very easy for us. We haven’t got to manufacture. To manufacture idea is troublesome. Why should we take trouble? And as soon as you want to manufacture something to my . . . , that is dangerous. Guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete kariya aikya, ara na kariha mane asa. This is . . . You are singing every day, “What our guru has said, that is our life and soul. We do not want . . . ” Ara na kariha mane asa. And your guru’s article, you have given. Do you think is all right? We are reading every day, yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasadah. As soon as this poison will come—“Suppress guru and I become Brahman”—everything finished. Spiritual life is finished. Gaudiya Matha finished, that . . . , violated the orders of Guru Maharaja.

Patita-pavana: In that press release that we gave the paper we wrote a great deal about the work of Your Divine Grace in the West and how . . . 

Prabhupada: So how you get it that “Here is only prominent, Surabhi Swami”? . . . So it is easy for us. What Krsna says and Vyasadeva says, that’s all. We haven’t got to manufacture. And as soon as you manufacture, fall down. Evam parampara-praptam imam rajarsayah . . . This manufacturing idea is very, very dangerous in spiritual life. Whatever little success is there for me, I did not manufacture any idea.

Tamal Krishna: Neither you take any credit.

Prabhupada: No. Why shall I take?

tandera carana-sevi-bhakta-sane vasa

janame janame haya ei abhilasa

Our mission is to serve bhakta-visesa and live with devotees. Not that you take the place of the guru. That is nonsense, very dangerous. Then everything will be spoiled. As soon as you become ambitious to take the place of guru—gurusu nara-matih. That is the material disease. The article clearly says that it is everything, “your city,” “his city.” That is clearly intimated, that “You have dropped from the sky to give this city to the world.” That is the sum and substance. Is it not? What is this nonsense? So do the needful. 

Only due to foolishness will one consider an empowered acarya such as yourself to be an ordinary erring human being full of the four kinds of defects. Krsna Himself says,

acaryam mam vijaniyan navanmanyeta karhicit

na martya-buddhyasuyeta sarva-deva-mayo guruh

“One should know the acarya as Myself and never disrespect him in any way. One should not envy him, thinking him an ordinary man, for he is the representative of all the demigods.” 

Srila Prabhupada, all your words, all your instructions, all your statements are absolute, whether they support our false, egotistical, sense-gratificatory ideas or not. You do not represent any time- or space-bound culture or philosophy, such as the culture of early twentieth-century India. You always represent eternal spiritual principles, sanatana-dharma. Again, you are not interested in promoting any so-called religious ideas for the sake of some external show of religion. All your cultural and religious ideas, your ideas of varnasrama, including the grhastha-asrama, as well as your ideas of sva-dharma, or duties prescribed according to one’s psychophysical nature—even your simple explanation of the dehino ’smin yatha dehe verse, which deals with the transmigration of the soul in changing bodies—all are connected to the highest goal of life, krsna-prema. You embody the highest and purest position that a jiva soul can attain as a minute part and parcel of the supreme infinite Godhead. Yet your stature is so sublime, so great, that all thoughtful men bow down to you in full awe and reverence. 

Recently a man named Acharya Dharmendra, who is one of the most popular Hindu leaders in India and probably the most powerful Hindi bhagavata-katha speaker, was in Ahmedabad. He said to the audience of over one hundred thousand people: 

Srila Prabhupada, the founder-acarya of ISKCON, has done the greatest service to the cause of Hindu dharma all over the world. He has increased the prestige, the honor, and the confidence in sanatana-dharma, and millions of people all over the world who were go-bhaksi [cow-eaters] are becoming go-bhaktas [devotees of cows]. 

For twenty minutes he glorified you and your movement. 

After his seven-day reading of Srimad-Bhagavatam, he came to the temple, where he also delivered a speech, in which he said, 

Of all the sons that mother India has given birth to in the twentieth century, Srila Prabhupada is the greatest. No one can be compared with him. Swami Vivekananda only spoke theories. Prabhupada was both theories and practice. He demonstrated practically how the Bhagavad-gita is truth, how the Bhagavata is truth, how Vedic culture is truth. He transformed the lives of people. He performed the greatest magic, achieved the highest mystical achievement. He was a simple saintly person. He was not a flamboyant speaker or a materially charismatic young man. His only power was pure devotion, with which he created a revolution in the world. 

His eyes started shedding tears like torrents of rain and his voice choked up. He went on glorifying you for twenty minutes; I couldn’t have chosen better words or spoken more eloquently. 

He has never stayed in ISKCON temples. He has only visited some of them and on a few occasions met a few devotees, but he has not associated with us intimately anywhere. He said he has read your books. But his profound realization of your greatness struck me with wonder. I realized the kind of expectations the pious, the elite, the enlightened religious Hindus have of ISKCON and your followers. These people are in fact admitting that ISKCON and your ideology are the only hope for sanatana-dharma. They are standing with folded hands, with anxious eyes, “Please save sanatana-dharma. Please save the world. ”

What to speak of the above-mentioned Indian religious leader, world-renowned Indologists, intellectuals, scholars, and religious historians such as A. L. Basham, Harvey Cox, Larry Shin,. Thomas Hopkins, and Stillson Judah have recognized and praised your spiritual status and achievements as unique in the modern world, comparable to what Jesus Christ and the Buddha did. 

The most attractive things about your wonderful personality are your honesty, transparency, absolute simplicity, and strong determination to preach the glories of the Lord. As Sanatana Gosvami told Haridasa Thakura in the Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.99–103):

sanatana kahe,—“toma-sama keba ache ana

mahaprabhura gane tumi—maha-bhagyavan!

avatara-karya prabhura—nama-pracare

sei nija-karya prabhu karena tomara dvare

pratyaha kara tina-laksa nama-sankirtana

sabara age kara namera mahima kathana

apane acare keha, na kare pracara

pracara karena keha, na karena acara

‘acara’, ‘pracara’,—namera karaha ‘dui’ karya

tumi—sarva-guru, tumi jagatera arya

Sanatana Gosvami said, “O Haridasa Thakura, who is equal to you? You are one of the associates of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Therefore you are the most fortunate. The mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, for which He has descended as an incarnation, is to spread the importance of chanting the holy name of the Lord. Now instead of personally doing so, He is spreading it through you. My dear sir, you are chanting the holy name 300,000 times daily and informing everyone of the importance of such chanting. Some behave very well but do not preach the cult of Krsna consciousness, whereas others preach but do not behave properly. You simultaneously perform both duties in relation to the holy name by your personal behavior and by your preaching. Therefore you are the spiritual master of the entire world, for you are the most advanced devotee in the world.”

So this is the absolute truth: tumi—sarva-guru, tumi jagatera arya. You have shown the world how, by leading a simple ordinary honest Krsna conscious life, first as a family man and then as a renunciant, how much can be accomplished by having faith in the holy name and the words of the spiritual master and by sincerely acting upon those words. You know this can be done by anyone and showed us how even we could do it by assisting you. Actually, you have made the highest spiritual life so real, so accessible and practical. Lord Caitanya appeared and showed by His example, apani acari’ bhakti sikhaimu sabare: “By My example I will teach others.” In the same way, you taught and achieved the highest success. We have to keep your spirit alive, and then we can do miracles. But due to countless offenses at your feet, that spirit has diminished. You made spiritual life easy for us, but we didn’t deserve it. You once said, “You cannot offer pearls to the swine.” Instead of becoming swan, we have become swine. As Locana dasa Thakura sings:

samsare majiya, rohili poriya,

se pade nahilo asa

apana karama, bhunjaye samana,

kahoye locana-dasa

“I, Locana dasa, regret that I am entrapped by sense gratification. Since I have no attraction for Lord Caitanya’s and Lord Nityananda’s lotus feet, the superintendent of death, Yamaraja, is punishing me by not allowing me to be attracted by this movement.”

In such a situation you are our only shelter. Please forgive our offenses and keep us in the shade of your lotus feet. Please give us the strength to understand your mission and push it forward. We can never repay the debt we owe you. But we know the only way to try to please you is to push forward your divine mission of saving mankind. 

Please give us some faith and humility to help ourselves and suffering humanity. 

Your humble servants at the ISKCON temple in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India. 

Amravati

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances on this most auspicious day of your appearance.

This is our first opportunity to write a formal offering for your Vyasa-puja. We are a relatively new center situated in the town of Amravati, very near the birthplace of Sri Rukmini-devi, in Maharashtra. We have a very strong and supportive congregation, and they have already donated a piece of land for a Rukmini-Dvarakadhisa temple. We are also holding a regular Sunday Feast program.

Rukmini was attracted to the Personality of Godhead just by hearing about the Lord. On this most auspicious day of your appearance, we beg to follow her example and develop attraction for hearing the glories of the Lord. This will guarantee our journey back home, back to Godhead.

Your fledgling servants at the ISKCON center in Amravati, India. 

Aravade

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your fearless lotus feet.

It’s our good fortune to glorify you. You are a real acarya because you showed by your own example how to become Krsna conscious.

Whenever the Lord descends here, He comes with His associates. Similarly, you came here to deliver us, and then your associates also came to follow in your footsteps. You are always with us in your vani form, protecting and guiding us in our daily lives. Your books are like magic. Wherever these books are read, the place and the person both get purified.

Here at ISKCON Aravade we are attempting to expand our activities for your pleasure. Most of your projects are in the cities, but we are starting a unique project in a typical village setting. But it is not just for one village—we wish to influence hundreds of villages in the vicinity. We are designing our temple project with various features that will serve this purpose. Eighty percent of Indians live in villages, and we are taking our first small steps to try to reach some of those people.

Srila Prabhupada, I feel in my heart that you are always with us. Kindly be merciful to me so that I will stay forever in your ISKCON, being fully Krsna conscious and following strictly in your footsteps.

Your servants in Aravade, India.

(written by Dharmaraja dasa) 

Austin

My dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble dandavats in the dust of your lotus feet.

I am most unqualified and unfit to be your disciple and serve you nicely. Therefore I must beg for your mercy that I may be able to somehow render some service that is pleasing to you. Especially this means being the dedicated servant of your servants. Please bless me that I can successfully discipline my thoughts, words, and deeds in all times, places, and circumstances so that your representatives, the ISKCON devotees, and you will happy with me.

In my initiation letter you ordered me to make the Austin center a grand success. In the second letter you wrote me you expressed your pleasure with my eagerness to spread Krsna consciousness. Amazingly enough, in spite of my innumerable disqualifications, in later correspondence you even encouraged me to become a spiritual master. Even though you have given me unlimited blessings to be a successful preacher, still I have accomplished so little for pushing forward your movement. Therefore I am humbly begging your mercy that in the remaining years I have in this body I may be able to do something truly wonderful for spreading Krsna consciousness, something that will please you very, very much. When I meet you again in Goloka Vrndavana I want to be able to give you a preaching report that will bring a big smile to your face. Apart from pleasing you, my life is a useless, meaningless void.

Your servants in Austin, Texas, USA.

(written by Sankarsana dasa Adhikari)

Benin

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your all-auspicious lotus feet. We, the servants of your humble servants, wish to express our profound gratitude for so much trouble and austerities you undertook during your old age—when people generally retire to enjoy the fruits of their labor—to establish this movement, from which we are benefiting so much.

You have given us so much, in spite of our faults. Your books fulfill all the desires of everyone, and your infinite compassion is manifest in every letter.

You are like a wish-fulfilling desire tree and have descended especially to save the Jagais and Madhais of this age. We pray that, despite our disqualifications, we may hang on to the lotus feet of your servants, and also that we may be able to do a little insignificant service for the pleasure of your servants.

Jaya Srila Prabhupada! Jaya Jagad-guru!

Your servants in Benin, Nigeria.

Bhaktivedanta Manor

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Bhaktivedanta Manor is still here, Srila Prabhupada. Your rooms are waiting for you. When are you coming?

This was the last temple in the West that you visited. You stayed here for three weeks in August and September of 1977. Do you remember, Srila Prabhupada? When are you going to visit us again?

Your most merciful Lordships, Radha-Gokulananda, are still here, Srila Prabhupada. The number of visitors to the temple has dramatically increased over the years. Last year we had over 40,000 visitors for Janmastami. You said that the Manor would become popular, and you were, of course, right. It has become very popular indeed.

We have more than thirty cows, bulls, and oxen now, and slowly Syamasundara dasa and his crew want to increase the herd to sixty. The last time you visited we had fifteen acres of land. Now we have eighty. We have balanced the budget, and all the departments follow regular accounting procedures. Every year we get more than twenty thousand schoolchildren visiting from around the area. We have a great theater group. When are you coming again, Srila Prabhupada?

We will pick you up at the airport and transport you to the Manor in a Rolls Royce. We will invite George Harrison to come and see you again, and we shall also invite many important dignitaries and politicians. Or, if you just want peace and quiet for translating work, we can arrange that, Srila Prabhupada.

Please come back, Srila Prabhupada. See our new driveway coming in through the fields. See the newly planted trees. Encourage the devotees by confirming that you still love us, that you still care for us, and that you still remember us. Please come back.

We will gather around you in the temple room and play on the drums and karatalas. We will give you caranamrta and wash your hand after you greet the Deities. We will sit attentively and hear you speak about Krsna consciousness, and we will follow you as you walk through the local fields on your morning walks. Please come back to the Manor, Srila Prabhupada.

We will cry with tears of love and jump up and down. We will fall at your feet and wash them with rose-scented water. We will do anything that you want, and give you everything that you want. Only we ask one thing of you, Srila Prabhupada: please visit us again.

Your servants at Bhaktivedanta Manor, UK.

(written by Vipramukhya Swami) 

Bhubaneswar

Parama-pujya Parama-guru Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Srila Prabhupada, I remember you lovingly and worship you in my heart as a most revered personality and as the first successful preacher of sanatana-dharma throughout the whole world. For your incomparable devotional endeavor, the world will for all time to come remain ever grateful at your lotus feet. Though we understand this was possible only by the unlimited mercy of Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha and Krsna, still it seems miraculous to us, since no one in the world but Your Divine Grace ever received such mercy from the Supreme Lord for such tremendous achievements. By your glorious efforts the message of Sri Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu and the holy name of the Supreme Lord Krsna have reached every town and village in the world within a very short time. People from all countries throughout the world can now read Srimad Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Sri Isopanisad, The Teachings of Lord Caitanya, and many other revealed scriptures with your lucid purports, all beautifully bound and colorfully illustrated. This has no doubt helped innumerable people worldwide to understand sanatana-dharma, by which human life gains real success and becomes blissful. Men, women, children, young and old alike, can now see many lively paintings depicting the all-attractive pastimes of the Supreme Lord.

Due to your sincerity in chanting the holy name of the Supreme Lord and the favorable will of Lord Jagannatha, your single-handed preaching manifested in gigantic form, the Hare Krsna movement throughout the world, with many temples, gosalas, farming communities, gurukulas, all in the service of Sri Sri Radha and Krsna. All thoughtful men should deeply reflect upon your devotional activities and gentle approach for successful service at the lotus feet of Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga. Revered Srila Prabhupada, you came to this temple city of Bhubaneswar during the winter of 1977 and laid the foundation stone of Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama temple, your last founded ISKCON temple project in this world. As such your visit to Bhubaneswar is as significant as your first visit to the USA during September 1965.

After your arrival in New York, you began the global preaching of sanatana-dharma with a mere forty rupees, but by your deep faith in chanting the holy name of Lord Krsna in homes, colleges, gardens, parks, and streets, people from all sectors gathered around you and joined with Your Divine Grace in congregational chanting. Some sincere people who understood the value of this human form of life but had little knowledge of the spiritual science taught by Lord Krsna Himself understood your intense endeavor for the upliftment of all mankind and other living entities. In this way the Hare Krsna movement was started by you in the modern world, while the people in general were boasting of great advancement in material science and basking in the outward glamor of material advancement, without realizing its misuse and devastating effect upon life. It was hard to imagine that human society could receive from you, with due submission, the sacred message of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and that by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra people could gain real knowledge of the self without undergoing severe austerity and penance to achieve self-realization.

Your arrival in Orissa is a glorious chapter in the history of ISKCON, being the last part of your preaching mission. Your Divine Grace first established a temple in San Francisco and installed the deities of Sri Sri Jagannatha, Baladeva, and mother Subhadra, but significantly you came to the land of Sri Jagannatha during the later part of your mission. We feel you delivered here your grace and wisdom when your movement was in a fully matured state. Hence the people of Orissa were very fortunate and are now trying their level best to fulfill your desire. When Your Divine Grace came to Bhubaneswar, our most worshipable Gurudeva, His Holiness Gour Govinda Swami, booked several rooms in the Orissa State Guesthouse to comfortably accommodate Your Divine Grace and the devotees from various Western countries accompanying you. But you preferred to remain in a cottage constructed on temple land by our revered Gurudeva, His Holiness Gaura Govinda Swami, while the devotees were put up in tents.

At that time Your Divine Grace began translating the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam and inaugurated a gurukula by giving discourses every morning and evening on Srimad-Bhagavatam and Srimad Bhagavad-gita to thousands of people who had gathered. They were all astonished to hear from your lotus lips the most confidential messages of the Supreme Lord Krsna and the deep purports contained in these Vedic literatures. They were also greatly amazed to see your simple living and high thinking. In your loving memory, as one of your most dear disciples, our Gurudeva, His Holiness Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja, has accomplished the following:

1. Publishing of a monthly magazine, the Bhagavat Darsana, in the Oriya language to bring your mission to every door in Orissa. 

2. Construction and inauguration of the Sri Krsna Balarama temple at Bhubaneswar. 

3. Construction of Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha temple at Bhubaneswar. 

4. Construction of Sri Sri Radha-Gopal-Jiu temple at Gadeigiri in Jagatsinghpur District. 

5. Establishment of Sri Sri Guru Gauranga Press at Bhubaneswar. 

6. Establishment of a gosala and farm at Jagannathpur, near Bhubaneswar. 

7. Construction of a temple at Jantaribol in Dhenkanal District. 

8. Establishment of Govind Bhojanalaya (Govinda’s Restaurant) at Bhubaneswar, inside the Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama Temple compound. 

9. Translation into the Oriya language of many books by Your Divine Grace. 

10. Initiation of many devotees in Orissa and Western countries to preach your mission. 

11. In your loving memory, His Grace Sacinandana dasa, a grand-disciple of Your Divine Grace’s, has started a large temple project at Danda-bhanga, in Chandanpur, near Sri Jagannatha Puri.

Many household devotees in various fields are leading Krsna conscious lives of the ISKCON standard set by you under the spiritual guidance of our revered Gurudeva, working under the guidance of the present GBC, His Holiness Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Maharaja. Sankirtana, Padayatra, Life Membership programs, book printing and distribution, pandal programs, etc., are in full swing in Orissa. A substantial number of brahmacaris are now preparing to take charge of the ISKCON Orissa preaching.

O dearest grand–Guru Maharaja, Sri Sri Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra are very dear to you. The people of Orissa and sacred Mohodadhi (the Bay of Bengal) are also very dear to you. You have given everything to us that we had long cherished, the service of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna. However, you came to this land, known as Utkala in the Vedas, only once during your acarya pastimes, and therefore we feel in urgent need of your association. We pray earnestly at your lotus feet to have your merciful glance upon us once again. Paying prostrated dandavats at your lotus feet, we remain dependent upon your mercy.

Your servants in Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India.

(written by Patita Pavana dasa) 

Boise

Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

All glories to Lord Caitanya and to your incessant service for His sankirtana fleet!

All glories, all glories to your lotus feet,

Which dance nonstop to the Hare Krsna beat!

You gave us the four regs

And the Bhaktivedanta purports

Of incalculable import.

Our lives they mold and support.

You gave us Krsna’s unlimited love and devotion.

In return, you just wanted book distribution.

You gave us ISKCON bullets and other goodies 

For our empty hearts and hungry bellies.

In return you just wanted Food for Life,

So even the most unfortunate could survive.

You picked us up, one by one, patiently—

Sudras, mlecchas, and naradhamas, unconditionally.

With the amazing ability to turn matter into spiritual transcendence

And adjust according to time, place, and circumstance,

You turned us into brahmanas with your paramahamsa qualities—

No, even higher: into devotees.

And then

You founded ISKCON 

To facilitate six types of exchanges

Between devotees:

Accepting charitable gifts and offering gifts in charity, 

Revealing one’s mind in confidence and inquiring confidentially, 

Accepting prasadam and offering prasadam lovingly.

For this Vyasa-puja offering, we meditate on the fourth sloka of The Nectar of Instruction.
Had it not been for you, how close we were to self-destruction!

How much you taught us is beyond calculation,

And how poorly we followed is fit for condemnation.

Your mercy is unlimited.

We do not know what we did to deserve it.

That is inconceivable to our mind.

However, we could use some more of it.

We will be standing in line 

When you specially distribute it on your Vyasa-puja divine.

Ever hungry for your mercy,

The undeserving in New Biharvan, Boise.

(written by Anantarupa dasa)

Brisbane

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

On this most auspicious day of your divine appearance, we wish to make you an offering. It may take us a lifetime to complete this offering, and it will take lifetimes to maintain it.

We have undertaken the task of building a temple for your pleasure.

This is the perfection of our life. Building this place of residence for the Supreme Lord and His pure devotee is an offering of gratitude and appreciation. Without your distribution of the knowledge of Krsna consciousness, neither the desire nor the attempt would ever have been a reality. There is no meaning to building a temple without you as the director, the project manager, and the grandfather of such an endeavor. We are pleased to report that many Indian persons have come forward to help. Many devotees in the temple and congregation have worked hard together to make this project unfold. It has been at times very demanding and at other times very slow, waiting for approvals from the city council and negotiations with other parties.

We have read of your struggles to make the Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari temple in Juhu a success. We pray for your blessings that we can similarly overcome the obstacles we face in making this a success for our worshipable Lords, Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, so that Their name and fame can be spread throughout every town and village. We also require the protection of Your Divine Grace so that we do not become attached to the marble stone of the temple and quarrel among ourselves. We hope and pray that becoming unalloyed pure devotees of Krsna will be our focus, and that we will not become complacent upon completion of this new facility but rather increase our preaching. Your mercy is essential for us to succeed.

Our vision for this project is multifaceted, but our major dream is for it to become a facility for educating souls about the science of bhakti-yoga. You have said so many times in your letters, lectures, and purports that although there are numerous institutions for learning mundane subject matter, where are the institutions for teaching about our real need as spiritual entities? We want to be able to offer to others the wonderful knowledge you have offered to us. So, Srila Prabhupada, please allow this to manifest. Please use us as your tools in crafting the vessel of Lord Caitanya’s mercy.

Your servants in Brisbane, Australia.

Buenos Aires

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances to your sacred lotus feet.

We came here today to get together with you in this physical place, hoping to be with you someplace just once in our consciousness. We don’t want you to think that we are before you because we have responded to some kind of Hindu tradition. In these times of skepticism and suspicion, interest in a mere cultural tradition could never make such a heterogeneous group of people leave their conditioned daily activities even for a few hours. It takes more than the force of a memory to rouse us from our “comfortable” inertia. The material world doesn’t stop to crumble, and several pieces of it had already fallen down on some of us, and sometimes we feel that being buried can guarantee us that nothing more will fall on our heads. The point is that today we made the effort to get out of our safe holes to come to see you, although so much light burns our eyes a bit.

The truth is that in spite of anything that could have happened or anything that could not be attained, we keep the highest expression of our love to you. We feel shamefully indebted, knowing we are incapable of repaying your consecrated life by which you give us the marvelous present of Krsna consciousness. This present has proven to be a coat on a cold rainy night. If we wear it, if we put it on, it enables us to wait till the rain stops and the sun rises without major tribulations. As an option, we can carry it on hand till we decide to use it. Thank you for making it so simple. Thank you for not embellishing it with unnecesary magic. Thank you for making accessible the inaccessible. Just to cover ourselves with the sincere chanting of the holy name of Krsna protects us from the moral, spiritual, and social catastrophe that razes our countries, neighborhoods, and families. Thanks again, Srila Prabhupada, for giving us something so valuable to teach to our children, brothers and sisters, friends and neighbors.

Our passing through the world could have been a complete loss of time if you hadn’t come from so far to show us how Krsna manifested Himself in your heart and to teach us how to prepare ours for Krsna also to manifest in. That’s why we came to honor you, for if we consider our own existence to be worthy, it’s not for any other reason than that you are giving us that dignity by making us carriers of the message of Krsna and Lord Caitanya.

Srila Prabhupada, though today we are making a special celebration, our entire life is a celebration of your appearance in this sad world. May Lord Krsna enable us at some time to make something that makes you feel satisfied to have left your legacy in our hands.

Your servants in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

(written by Muktinatha dasa)

Caracas

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my dandavat pranamas at your lotus feet.

This year we are celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of your visit to Caracas, Venezuela, and while meditating on the significance of your very valuable association that we had while you stayed with us here, we decided to offer you some of those remembrances. We understand that these were eternal moments that we lived with you, and we wish, by your mercy, to keep these memories in our heart forever.

The night before your arrival, we stayed up until very late at night fixing the last details of your room by painting the windows and polishing the wooden floor. We finished around 2:00 a.m. Then something wonderful happened. Suddenly I felt very intensely your spiritual presence in the room, and I realized that our relationship with you is based on love and service.

Please, Srila Prabhupada, bless us so we can serve you with love eternally. 

The next day, February 18, on the appearance of Sri Advaita Acarya, you arrived around 8:00 p.m. The kirtana grew in intensity, and so did our enthusiasm. We felt that the temple was floating on air due to the transcendental atmosphere created by your presence. You were sitting on your vyasasana, and we chanted and danced vigorously in front of you. Suddenly you glanced at me. I never saw in my life anybody with such pure and transparent eyesight. It was like a window to the spiritual world being opened in front of us. An inhabitant of Krsna’s land, Vrndavana, was among us. Your eyes were full of prema, pure love for Krsna. With a compassionate glance you were approving our humble welcome. And I felt as if I was meeting a very old friend and well-wisher.

After the kirtana you recited the prema-dhvani and then gazed with love at the Gaura-Nitai Deities. You said that it was very nice to have these two Prabhus with us tonight. You wanted to sing a bhajana for Them, and you asked us to follow you. But as soon as you pronounced the first two words of the song, parama karuna, your throat choked up and couldn’t sing anymore. Then you reclined your head on the vyasasana, and we could see tears gliding down your face. An absolute silence prevailed, a moment eternal penetrated the temple room and changed our hearts forever. We all had the great fortune to see what the sastras and the Vaisnavas say about the exalted and glorious position of the pure devotee of the Lord. You were giving us your causeless mercy by showing us the symptoms of pure devotional service. Since then the Deities have been known as Parama Karuna Gaura-Nitai.

Blissful days followed as we accompanied you to the park for morning walks, heard your lectures, and served you on sankirtana.

Before meeting you, Srila Prabhupada, I used to lament because I wasn’t born at the time of Jesus Christ. My desire was to be guided by a genuine spiritual master. Krsna mercifully fulfilled all my cherished dreams by putting me in touch with Your Divine Grace. In your presence everything was pure Krsna consciousness, and I felt secure and protected from the onslaught of maya. You were situated in vasudeva-sattva, the state in which one can always see Krsna eye to eye by dint of pure affection for Him. Your talks were from that transcendental position. Your nectarean words penetrated the dense darkness of my heart, enlightening the self with the Absolute Truth. It is difficult to express with words that security and well-being that was felt in your presence. When very hard times came after your departure from this world, I took shelter in those eternal moments that we had with you. The remembrances of you and your teachings is what keeps me alive in Krsna consciousness.

One day during your visit I came back a little earlier from sankirtana. Being a little distracted, I stepped down the stairs leading to your garden to go to the brahmacari asrama instead of going the other way around, as instructed. As soon as I saw you sitting in your rocking chair, I offered my obeisances. You called and asked me where I was coming from. I explained that I had just came back from distributing your books in the city. You smiled at me and asked how people in Venezuela liked your books. I described to you that the people here were generally pious and simple and that after reading your books they became favorable to the movement and continued to purchase them. You moved your head satisfactorily and asked me to come with you to your room. There you gave me a maha sweet from a tray sitting on your desk while thanking me for assisting you in your mission. I was really moved by your gesture and just offered my obeisances. Then with your permission I left the room while eating the sweet you gave me. I was so happy for this unexpected causeless mercy.

Then the inevitable day of your departure from Caracas came. We were all crying, feeling your imminent separation. If a poor person suddenly becomes rich and after some time he loses his riches, then he will think of it all the time. Nobody appreciates what he has until he loses it. But the beauty of Krsna consciousness is that our affection and attachment for Krsna and His pure devotees, if genuine, increases with separation. In a letter to a disciple you explain very nicely the meaning of this feeling.

To feel separation from the Spiritual Master or Krishna is very good position. That means one who is in pure love with Krishna and His Representative, Spiritual Master, he thinks always of Them. And this thinking process is Krishna consciousness. If we can think always of Krishna even in separation, that is Krishna Consciousness. And in the absolute platform, there is no difference of separation and meeting. The separation is also meeting, rather in separation one relishes the loving relationship more tasty. [Letter to Krsna dasa 21 October 1968] 

Please, Srila Prabhupada, allow me to always remain a fool at your lotus feet, feeling loving union with you in separation.

Your servants in Caracas, Venezuela.

(written by Jagat-caksur dasa)

Chamorshi

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

The devotees here at ISKCON’s farm in Chamorshi, Maharashtra, don’t have the technology of e-mail that is now spreading throughout India. Nor do we have televisions, videos, computer games, kitchen blenders, vacuum cleaners, or any other such modern conveniences. Here it is just simple Indian village life blessed with the mercy of devotional service to Krsna

For this community of hard-working devotees who are mainly from East Bengal, having been relocated during the Bangladesh-India war of the 1970’s, Lord Nityananda’s appearance day is the biggest festival of the year. We hold a week-long pandal program, inviting many ministers and VIP’s from the area. Thousands of people from the surrounding villages come to participate in nonstop nama-sankirtana, see the dramas depicting the lila of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda, have darsana of the beautiful Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara, meet the devotees, and take a full plate of krsna-prasadam. This festival is becoming very popular in the region, and each year we have more visitors. One favorable government minister has promised to build a new road so that visiting tourists and pilgrims can have easy access to the temple from the main road.

To hold bigger festivals and better glorify Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara, we would like to construct a large temple. We already have our own brick factory and plan to make the required bricks for the temple construction.

We invite full-time and congregational devotees to come and stay with us for awhile. Breathe the clean air and eat the fresh vegetables, and you will feel the health of your body strengthen and the peacefulness of your mind increase. We guarantee it. We recently acquired some more land, so now the production of agricultural crops has also increased.

We want to add some dioramas in a museum to convey spiritual knowledge in an easy way and attract the simple-hearted villagers to Krsna consciousness. Srila Prabhupada, you were always in favor of dioramas for preaching. Your Guru Maharaja even had a traveling diorama exhibit. If spiritual instruction can be imparted in this way, it can be very effective.

We conduct regular programs in as many as forty of the surrounding villages. We have a lot of guests coming, but we still lack guesthouse facilities.

His Holiness Lokanath Maharaja has been reminding us of your thoughts and concepts of self-sufficiency—depending on the land and the cows. He tries to hammer it into us, but we are a bit slow in implementing it. We wish to do this sooner rather than later.

Thank you for your kindness in creating ISKCON for us to take shelter in. We don’t always do it right, but we are trying, and hopefully, through our faulty attempts, we will gradually learn and become stronger in Krsna consciousness.

Your servants at in Chamorshi, India. 

Chandigarh

 nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Jaya om visnu-pada paramahamsa parivrajakacarya astottara-sata sri srimad 108 His Divine Grace Sri Srimad A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

ISKCON, BBT, BI founder-acarya Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama, Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara ki jaya!

Sri Sri Radha-Madhava Asta-sakhi-vrnda ki jaya!

Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari, Sri Sri Sita-Rama-Laksmana-Hanuman ki jaya! 

Sri Sri Jagannatha, Baladeva, Subhadra-devi ki jaya!

Sri Sri Panca-tattva, Sri Sri Laksmi-Narasimhadeva ki jaya!

Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu ki jaya!

Hare Krsna maha-mantra ki jaya!

Sri Sri Gaudiya Vaisnava Vedantacarya-vrnda ki jaya!

Vrnda-devi, Ganga-devi, Yamuna-devi, Bhakti-devi ki jaya!

Lila-dhama ki jaya!

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet, and please continue to give your causeless mercy through this Hare Krsna movement. Your Divine Grace has done so much in such a short time to propagate Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s message all over the world. The significance of this movement was never in doubt. Your glory is unlimited in founding and guiding this movement.

Please bless your aspiring grandsons and granddaughters in Chandigarh to remain strong in their devotional service.

Your servants in Chandigarh, India.

Colombia

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my fallen obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to you and the unlimited mercy you bestow on behalf of the Supreme Personality of Godhead!

“Hope against hope.” Sometimes I try to express this thought in Spanish, but it’s difficult. (Sometimes they say “hope is the last thing you lose,” but I don’t think that quite captures the phrase.) Yet I wish to convey this feeling to you for your divine appearance day. I may remain a wretched nobody, floundering down here in Colombia, still struggling just to maintain ISKCON’s humble foothold in this troubled land. Yet I remain hopeful, even in the face of hopelessness. There are hopeful signs: Mayapur-sasi Prabhu’s considerate one-line message to us, “Thank you for sending in your March sankirtana scores.” (New millennium, new determination: let us do this each and every month.) And right now, downstairs, I hear an exuberant yet sweet Gurv-astaka kirtana in honor of your good disciple, Jayapataka Swami, since today (as of this writing, April 14th) is his birthday and his disciples are rightfully honoring him with many Ekadasi offerings and their heartfelt gratitude. Of course, they are automatically glorifying Your Divine Grace as well. How could they fail to do so?

Hopeful signs . . . The temple atmosphere has gradually improved over the years. In Alachua, your New Ramana-reti community, Hridayananda dasa Goswami stated in a class that the movement’s maturing is natural. You, Srila Prabhupada, had to work not only with hippies but with very young ones at that. Maharaja noted that now we have many devotees over fifty years old actively serving and participating in your society. Back in the old days it was a great novelty for even one such senior fellow to be seen and heard chanting the holy names. Here in Bogota we are also getting older, yes, and wiser by your mercy. We read the matchless gifts you still hand us in the form of your divinely written tomes. Passion and ignorance are actually subsiding, and for this you prayed in your ecstatic poem penned upon your Western arrival, at Commonwealth Pier, Boston. (Of course, now the kirtana for Maharaja is building up, but in transcendental passion, I daresay . . . ) 

The last words you spoke to this fool were “And we are not asking for any money.” But I worry about that issue, and have been doing just that for the major part of my years trying to serve your ISKCON in one or another of its various “camps.” So another sign of hope is that despite the very poor economic (and political, etc.) situation in this place, I nonetheless trust that we will become blessed by the Goddess of Fortune so as to better represent this sacred line of Vaisnavism. We must “show” as well as “tell” the deep and sublime culture of bhakti. 

Of course, purity is the force. And that is the greatest challenge, and really the ultimate hope—that we may accelerate our march back to Godhead by sacrificing all our anarthas. Unfortunately, we still have a lot to lose, but such “loss” is all-auspicious, to become free from the maudlin, lingering obsessions with the objects of the senses, to yank our anchors up from the muck once and for all. This is the noble fight, this is worth striving for. Let the knot in the heard be sundered, all doubts smashed to smithereens, and the chain of fruitive action be everlastingly ended! And that this wonderful liberation is actually occurring is all by your divine grace. Otherwise, it is only our own nonsense which stands between ourselves and the waiting, open arms of Guru and Krsna. 

So I send this simple offering on behalf of the devotees here in Bogota and (if they permit) of other Vaisnavas from other sections of Colombia as well. It is also being sent from my own heart. Despite my optimism, I still remain a very fallen, most insignificant aspiring servant. And is there hope for me? Yes. By your mercy I am gradually becoming less offensive! 

On a very personal note, I pray to Your Divine Grace that you may somehow extend one drop more of your mercy toward my elderly, ailing material father. He innocently went to speak with you in 1966, at your 26 Second Avenue temple. He didn’t believe in Lord Krsna, but he thought you would be able to advise him concerning his wayward, LSD-affected son. (You told him something to the effect that “We can fix him up . . . ”). He is very proud to have met you back then, and that is his good fortune. I beg you to please, kindly bless him again, that he may remember his most auspicious encounter with you at the crucial moment. All glories to Your Divine Grace! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

With reverence and with love,

Your servants in Colombia.

(written by Prabhupada dasa) 

Columbus

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja.

Most of us here at the Krishna House in Columbus, Ohio, never had the opportunity to physically meet you. Most of us joined in the 80’s and 90’s. We are disciples of your disciples. Still we feel the connection with Your Divine Grace as very real. This is why:

Just as you painstakingly taught your disciples the art of bhakti-yoga, so in their turn they are teaching us how to please Krsna and His devotees. 

Just as you patiently instructed them how to vigorously spread Krsna consciousness to every town and village, they are constantly instructing us by their example.

Just as you spoke tirelessly about the importance of understanding the goal of life, so they are stressing this importance to us over and over again. 

Just as you freely shared with your disciples the bliss and excitement of preaching, so they are equally sharing them with us.

Just as you inspired them to go out of their way to try to please you, so they are inspiring us in so many ways to try to please them, and through them, to try to please you.

How do we know all this to be true?

Because your instructions are in your books, in your letters, in your lectures, and in your disciples’ hearts.

For the benefit of all devotees (present and future) you have built a beautiful treasure-house of transcendental knowledge, carefully organized and available to all.

Dear spiritual Grandfather, we are getting ready for yet another summer of preaching the science of self-realization. More devotees are coming to Columbus to enroll in Ohio State University. The preaching field is expanding. We are all eager to get the “higher taste.” The ingredients of the recipe for spiritual bliss (to give out in order to experience) have not changed: the distribution of your books, the distribution of krsna-prasadam, and the distribution of the holy name.

We humbly beg for your blessings to be able to wholeheartedly become engaged in these activities. Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for allowing us to be part of your ever-expanding ISKCON family.

Your aspiring servants in Columbus, Ohio, and Louisville, Kentucky, USA.

(written by Rasa-manjari-devi dasi)

Coventry

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. Hare Krsna!

Srila Prabhupada, on my annual trip to Bharatavarsa for the GBC meetings, I get the opportunity to preach on the trains and the railway station platforms. Every year my conviction is strengthened that your wonderful books and the siksa in them are very clear and potent.

When I first read in your Srimad-Bhagavatam about the phenomenon of sarga and visarga, I never thought I would ever use it for preaching. I am amazed at how well this explanation of primary and secondary creation goes down in Bharatavarsa, or with the Bharatiya people living abroad. The listeners are suddenly overwhelmed with the depth of it all and stop arguing. They then attentively listen to the rest of the Gaudiya Vaisnava message. After hearing details of the purusa-avataras, guna-avataras, and lila-avataras, they usually end up accepting that Sri Krsna is the adi-purusa and not an expansion of Sri Visnu, as is the common belief in Bharata.

Another regular example from your books that I often use is of our experience during deep sleep each night, when we all become unaware of our bodies. This example convinces the listeners that they are something other than the body or mind. After hearing about self-realization and God realization and the eternal relationship among God, matter, and the soul (sambandha), they usually take to the chanting of the maha-mantra, which of course is our whole aim. Following the combination of chanting and preaching, we finally exchange addresses. At this point I strongly recommend that they read your wonderful books, which I tell them will guarantee enlightenment.

I normally carry a mrdanga and cymbals with me and encourage everyone to join in the chanting. In the beginning people are shy, but when they are convinced by the preaching it is amazing how they end up closing their eyes and blissfully joining in. Srila Prabhupada, I can feel your presence every time I preach and glorify your transcendental books. Thank you for bringing Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission and giving us an opportunity to engage in this transcendental activity. Thank you for giving to this world all that you have. It has made all the difference.

We here in the Coventry yatra are excited about Krsna consciousness and look forward to newer and newer experiences in our Krsna conscious life. We beg for your mercy. Your lovely center in Coventry, UK, is attracting nice devotees. The mood is one of unity and co-operation. You are daily being worshiped with awe and reverence. You have given us two lovely Deities, Sri Sri Sacinandana and Nitaichand, which are the life of the devotees serving here. Thank you from everyone here. Please keep giving us more service, Srila Prabhupada. Haribol!

Your servants in Coventry, UK.

(written by Hari dasa)

Czech Yatra

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! 

As the darkness of Kali-yuga steadily spreads around, the glowwormlike speculators, with their fancy humanistic, socialistic, and democratic views, are becoming more and more prominent. With their high-sounding words they are trying to cover the original meaning of your teachings, bringing forth their relative and anti-authoritative views. Considering simple and sublime to be primitive, they try to impress the ignorant public with their complicated speeches, which finally aim at the classical Mayavada ideals of impersonal oneness. And so they are fascinated by social and economical concepts, but neglect the personal soul. Eager to hear what is spoken but not who is speaking, they consider a mere accumulation of words to be sufficient to prove the intellectual merit of the speaker. Puffed up with their academic education, they declare the simple and sublime nature of devotional service to be not adequate to satisfy their intricate mental needs. Bringing everything to the mundane level of their limited minds, they declare that there is nothing beyond that and that the requirement for devotional service is mental, physical, and of course economic satisfaction. So-called philanthropists are preaching, in name of spirituality, that bodily needs are the highest goal. In this way Kali is whipping his victims to newer and newer heights of madness resulting from sensual stimulation or frustrated tyaga—ideals preached by the bogus leaders and so-called spiritualists. These so-called transcendentalists are not even able to follow the basic moral principles of human life. As they boast with their manifestoes through the global media, the streets are getting empty of harinama parties, your book warehouses are becoming museums of dusty books, and the temples are empty, with no new bhaktas and bhaktins in sight. 

As the residents of Kali-yuga engage in gramya-katha globally, they are more and more becoming poor-hearted and lonely locally while sitting isolated in their concrete compartments and dedicating their energy to mental schemes. 

Dear Srila Prabhupada, this darkness makes your sublime words shine all the more—words describing in an ingenious way the life of simple living and high thinking. You wonderfully distilled the essence of all knowledge and removed the darkness, not only by your words but also by your personal example. What potent ways you showed us to discover reality by pushing us out into the streets with kirtana, by impressing upon us the absolute need of distributing your books, and by saving the conditioned souls with the miracle diet called prasadam. Just by dedicating our lives to these three devotional activities, we find ourselves dancing in the street amidst the dark residents of this age, we find ourselves tasting the immediate nectar of giving people your books and then watching them get excited in ecstasy as we laugh in pure bliss while driving to the next destination in our sankirtana vans, and we find ourselves witnessing the gradual transformation of their hearts as they taste what they believe to be “vegetarian food” but what is in reality Sri Krsna’s prasadam. 

What a life you gave us, Srila Prabhupada! Laughing cynically at our minds, we may learn how to tolerate them. And while our false egos scream at us to finally become God, we, even more inspired, bow down again and again to your lotus feet, by your causeless mercy feeling again and again relieved from carrying the heavy load of pride and arrogance. 

Dear Srila Prabhupada, in this ocean of Kali-yuga madness, your kindness is daily being revealed more and more. It was you who taught us that life comes from life and that this life means preaching. The debt we owe you can never be repaid, but at least we can try by tolerating our conditioning and dedicating whatever energy we have left to your preaching mission. This mission is simple for the simple and complicated for the complicated. Chanting Hare Krsna in public and introducing people to your books and to prasadam is simple and sublime. 

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for these simple and sublime gifts. Thank you for the simple, blissful, and sublime life you gave us. Thank you for offering us the possibility of going back home, back to Godhead, and never returning to this material world. 

All glories to Your Divine Grace!

 Your servants in the Czech Republic.

(written by Manidhara dasa)

Dallas

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

We praise His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the bona fide spiritual master at whose feet all other bona fide spiritual masters sit, a perfect representative of God, giver of knowledge of God, and guide to the kingdom of God. Without the blessings of His Divine Grace, achieving the goal of life, love of God, is impossible.

Information about God is found in the scriptures of the world. Indeed, that information is what makes scripture different from all other books, fiction and nonfiction. Fiction is made-up stories, and nonfiction, although supposedly factual, deals only with the mundane, temporary sphere of life. An unbiased person who looks at the various scriptures of various cultures will agree that the Vedic scriptures of India contain the most complete information about God. But without the guidance of a bona fide spiritual master, even the knowledge they contain is difficult to understand and apply.

Many people study the Vedas and conclude that there are many Gods, or that God is ultimately impersonal. In the Bhagavad-gita, however, the Supreme Lord, the source of all spiritual and material worlds, Lord Sri Krsna, declares that one must approach a spiritual master if one wants to know the truth. One must seek out a saint, a mahatma—a great soul. How do we know who such a person is? In the ninth chapter of the Gita Lord Krsna says that “those who are not deluded, the great souls, are under the protection of the divine nature,” that they are “fully engaged in devotional service because they know Me [Krsna] as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, original and inexhaustible,” and that they are “always chanting My glories, endeavoring with great determination, bowing down before Me,” always “worshiping Me with devotion.” (Bhagavad-gita 9.13–14)

Although Srila Prabhupada, in his transcendental humility, never declared, “I am such a mahatma,” one can, by examining Prabhupada’s sterling qualities, clearly see that he perfectly fit the above description. 

Prabhupada gave us the essence of the Vedic scriptures.

Prabhupada was always under the divine nature.

Prabhupada engaged fully in devotional service . . . and taught his followers to do the same.

Prabhupada knew that Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and broadcast that fact.

Prabhupada canvassed on Krsna’s behalf: “My dear, suffering souls lost in the darkness of this illusory world of ignorance, please take up the process of Krsna consciousness and go back home, back to Godhead, back to Krsna.”

Prabhupada taught the yuga-dharma, the sankirtana-yajna, the means of God realization for this age, the chanting of the Lord’s holy names—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—as taught by Lord Caitanya.

Prabhupada spread the teachings of Krsna and Krsna’s name all over the world.

Prabhupada trained disciples to carry on his wonderful work, opening temples and installing Deities, so that people everywhere can receive transcendental benefit.

Prabhupada was indeed the most bona fide of all bona fide spiritual masters, and he continues to distribute nectar to all who are fortunate enough to read his enlightening books.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 

Srila Prabhupada’s servants in Sri Sri Radha-Kalachandji Dhama, Dallas, Texas, USA.

(written by Prajapati dasa) 

Denpasar

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Although you visited Indonesia only once, staying for just seven days in Jakarta about twenty-seven years ago, that visit was very tremendous. It will eternally be a very important event in the history of the Indonesian branch of the Krsna consciousness movement. During that visit you planted the seed of the tree of Krsna consciousness in Indonesia, and that tree will surely grow bigger and bigger because that is what you wanted.

With almost 200 million citizens, Indonesia is the fifth most populous country in the world. How could Indonesia—or, for that matter, the world—face its many problems without Krsna consciousness? We have received your mercy in the form of your extraordinary books, and now the movement is increasing tremendously. This is all happening due to your mercy.

The best service we can do for you is to just distribute your books as much as possible, year after year. O Srila Prabhupada, please kindly shower your mercy upon us by sending some of your pure disciples to Indonesia to preach. Only in this way can we be inspired to continue your very sublime and holy mission.

Finally, all of us Indonesian devotees request your perpetual shelter and guidance, because we are fully conscious that you never passed away. You eternally exist together with your disciples.

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

Your servants in Denpasar, Indonesia.

(written by Surya-narayana dasa)

Devasadan Mandir

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our most beloved Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

You came to Detroit and gave this wonderful Devasadan Mandir to all the residents of Michigan. Now they can come and have the most divine experience just by visiting this temple. In your short visit, you not only purified Michigan but also established a pilgrimage spot in Detroit. When we see the photos of your different pastimes here, we realize that wherever you went you were planting the seeds of krsna-bhakti. The photo of you paying obeisances to Sri Sri Radha-Kunjabihari reminds us of how much you loved Them and wanted Them to be worshiped nicely. You also instructed us to take care of Them like a king, a queen, and princes. At the same time, you prayed to Them to accept our services even though we were not perfect. Srila Prabhupada, only with your power and blessings will we be able to serve Them perfectly.

We see the picture of you in the garden, instructing us to preach. It is only due to your power that so many visitors are attracted to come and see your Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center. They are pleased to see the beauty of the Cultural Center, so well maintained under the able supervision of Sriman Bhusaya Prabhu and with the most generous continuing financial support of Sriman Ambarisa Prabhu. But beyond just visiting the Center, guests are introduced to the process of Krsna consciousness through the tours, prasadam, beautiful paintings, and your transcendental books. 

Srila Prabhupada, by your inspiration and guidance we have displayed many of your books in the reception hall, the library, the guest bedroom, and your room. Now we are trying to display all your books, including all sixty translations of your Srimad Bhagavad-gita As It Is, in Sri Nathji Hall. The talented father of our temple president, Sriman Giri-Govardhana Prabhu, has agreed to make the display with the help of other devotees. So please bless us so we may complete it soon. 

One most wonderful bit of news we have to report is that your Srimad Bhagavad-gita As It Is has become the most popular book in Michigan among Indians. So now all the different samajas (societies) are agreeing to distribute your Bhagavad-gita to their members as a gift. We are so fortunate that your great leaders at the BBT are continuing to print new books of yours, such as Beyond Illusion and Doubt. These are printed first class, with a very attractive cover and binding. These books help our team of book distributors, under the leadership of Sriman Purusa-sukta dasa, so much that many people on the street actually approach them looking for your books. 

Srila Prabhupada, we would like to thank you so much for giving us the Devasadan Mandir, the most beautiful Deities—Sri Sri Radha-Kunjabihari; Sri Sri Sri Jagannatha Swami, Baladeva, and Subhadra Mata; Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai; and Lord Sri Nathji—the Bhaktivedanta Cultural Center, the Sunday Feast program, the Ratha-yatra festival, harinama, and book distribution and prasadam distribution programs. And finally, we would like to thank you especially for giving us as our guides, caretakers, and GBCs your most loyal and sincere disciples His Grace Ravindra Svarupa Prabhu, His Holiness Bhaktitirtha Swami, and Her Grace Malati Prabhu. 

Srila Prabhupada, you have given us the perfect plan to go back to Godhead in this lifetime by providing us with this rare opportunity to serve you. But we are totally unqualified and sumanda-mataya. So please hold our hand tight all the time like a father holding his son’s hand while crossing a flooded river, since we tend to go away from you.

Our most dear Srila Prabhupada, we would like to always remember you as follows. You are . . . 

a divine personality who never forgot Krsna in his life;

a divine personality who never did anything for himself;

a divine personality who had no flaw and never made any mistake or error in judgment while always telling the absolute truth;

the jagad-guru who is an ever well-wisher to everyone.

Again, Srila Prabhupada, thank you so much for putting so much nectar in your books.

Your unworthy servants at the Devasadan Mandir, in Detroit, Michigan, USA.

(written by Jagad Guru dasa)

East Hartford

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada!

We at the Hare Krsna Mandir in East Hartford, Connecticut, want to thank you for making all the sacrifices you made in order to establish Krsna consciousness throughout the world.

We want to thank you for empowering many of your disciples to continue your mission even after your physical departure. It is unfortunate that some of them have temporarily fallen to the wayside. By your mercy others are coming forward and taking their places in the spiritual army you have created. Wherever you are, Lord Krsna is also present, and wherever Lord Krsna is, there is certainly victory.

By your mercy, the state of Connecticut has had a temple for the last twenty years. The residents are able to get relief from the pangs of material life, and we thank you for sacrificing so much to establish another oasis in this desert.

There is no way we can repay you for what you have done. We are indebted to you, now and forever, for the sacrifices you have made for us.

We have also made some sacrifices to try to please you, but it is not possible to repay the debt we owe. We pray for the strength to continue your mission of helping the fallen souls. And if we can continue such sacrifice, we will help ourselves from falling to the wayside.

Always praying for your mercy, we remain

Your servants in East Hartford, Connecticut, USA. 

(written by Pyari Mohan dasa)

Ekaterinburg

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our prostrated obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Srila Prabhupada, for some years I have tried to serve your mission, following your instructions and injunctions, as given to me by my spiritual master: chanting sixteen rounds of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra daily, studying your books every day, preaching to everyone I meet about the teachings of Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita, and helping those devotees who spread Krsna consciousness most effectively. 

Thank you for your books. They contain the highest knowledge, which can give everyone the greatest benediction and true happiness. This knowledge shows us how to get out of the ocean of material existence and gain relief from the distresses it brings. 

Thank you for the holy name. By your mercy I have faith that the pure chanting of the holy names will save me from forgetting Krsna and from repeated birth ands death. 

You came to me through your books, which are as brilliant as a million suns. I was in the emptiness of illusory material existence, but you gave me hope and inspiration. I didn’t see any goal to my existence, but your personality struck me to the depths of my heart, and I found the goal of my life. 

You are the kind of devotee about whom Krsna says:

krpalur akrta-drohas titiksuh sarva-dehinam

satya-saro ’navadyatma samah sarvopakarakah

“O Uddhava, a saintly person is merciful and never injures others. Even if others are aggressive he is tolerant and forgiving toward all living entities. His strength and meaning in life come from the truth itself, he is free from all envy and jealousy, and his mind is equal in material happiness and distress. Thus, he dedicates his time to working for the welfare of all others.”

By your causeless mercy and the mercy of your disciples, I had an opportunity to join the movement of Lord Caitanya, although I had no qualifications to do so. 

On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja I humbly bow down to your lotus feet and pray to you, my rescuer and the rescuer of the whole world, to let me be your servant and a servant of your servants life after life, and to serve you with love and determination. 

Your servants in Ekaterinburg, Russia.

(written by Icchanatha dasa)

Finland

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

Our beloved Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai!

I bow down at the lotus feet of all devotees, your noble sons and daughters (who are now guiding us), your grandsons and daughters and all other readers.

Last spring I (along with many other devotees) had an opportunity to visit India. In Vrndavana my first inner feeling was “I’m too sinful to be here. I’m a stranger, a great offender. I must immediately leave because I’m contaminating this holy dhama.” It was a devastating experience to my puffed-up brain.

I forced myself to go through the main gate of the Krishna-Balarama temple, but a quick look to the left stopped me. The Samadhi doors were open and Your Divine Grace was sitting there. I couldn’t pass by. Inside I bowed down and looked up to you. There you were: golden, shiny, loving, compassionate. You looked straight into my very impure heart, and I immediately understood I was welcome. I wasn’t a stranger anymore. You had invited us there, so Srimati Radharani was favorable to us and permitted us to stay. Overwhelming joy filled my heart: you are there at every step I take. I am a member of your transcendental family. We all are. Actually, this is our home. Our home is at your divine lotus feet.

Who am I to describe the extent of your mercy? It is unlimited and inconceivable.

You taught that guru means “heavy.” However, your spiritual weight, Srila Prabhupada, is impossible to measure. The strength of your noble heart is so enormous that you are capturing millions of souls every year by your books.

You have captured us all—a bunch of monkeys, stonehearted Westerners—in the net of Krsna consciousness, to be given to Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. And you are telling us what Lord Krsna wants: “Yes, just accept Me. Simply chant Hare Krsna. I am yours. That’s all.”

tavaivasmi tavaivasmi na jivami tvaya vina

iti vijnaya devi tvam naya mam caranantikam

“I am Yours! I am Yours! I cannot live without You! O Radhe, please understand this and bring me to the service of Your lotus feet.” (Sri Vilapa-kusumanjali 96)

You are there in the rasa-lila with Raghunatha dasa and other Gosvamis. As a matter of fact, you already were there while staying here in Martyaloka with us. Who can understand that? We are only able to humbly repeat every morning:

nikunja-yuno rati-keli-siddhyai

    ya yalibhir yuktir apeksaniya

tatrati-daksyad ati-vallabhasya

    vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

The remembrance of you is our only hope. You are holding the torch of knowledge so we can some day reach the eternal and never-ending love of Sri Krsna.

We miss you, Srila Prabhupada, although none of us in Finland have seen you with our present eyes, and although we know you will never leave us. You can always be seen in the heart. You are the most confidential servitor of Sri Krsna; therefore we are helplessly turning to you.

We thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for your overwhelming love and affection toward us—foolish beginners on the path of bhakti. Thank you for letting us stay in Krsna consciousness. Kindly hear our constant prayer:

ha ha prabhu koro doya, deho more pada-chaya

We are humbly asking: “Let us surrender. Let us surrender more and more. Let us surrender completely.”

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes, “Have a strong faith that Sri Krsna alone protects you and none else. Admit Him as your only guardian.”

You, Srila Prabhupada, showed us the meaning of these words. You are fearless at Lord Krsna’s lotus feet, so we want to follow you. Ultimately it is you who are leading us. Only by your will can we continue.

Your Divine Grace, please accept us.

Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

Your grandchildren in Finland.

Fortaleza

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

The sun, 

when it rises

on the horizon—

sovereign,

powerful,

bright,

and wonderful—

looks like the arrival

of the spiritual master.

For us,

Srila Prabhupada

is the sun

who brings

an ocean of light

that gives us a vision

of the infinite beauty

of Krsna,

the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Now

in Brazil,

Fortaleza is yours.

Here is your home, too.

And we want to honor you.

All glories

to Krsna’s greatest devotee!

All glories

to Srila Prabhupada!

Your servants in Fortaleza, Brazil.

Gita-nagari 

Beloved Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you!

Srila Prabhupada, I dedicate this humble offering to your glorious, loving gaze, to the jewels that are your words, and to eternal shelter at your soft lotus feet. Allow me to abide in these holiest places of pilgrimage, for they are the life of this once-destitute soul. 

You have humbled our hearts by your humility

And caused us to see by your sight.

O Spirit of Grace, may you bless us

In the clouds of the darkest night.

The last time I was physically in your presence was the day you came to Gita Nagari in 1975. Three magnificent times our eyes met. Each glance was so complete in its message that it seemed the essence of all things was contained there. Three times my heart was altered—pierced and strengthened in such a momentous way that the memory of your glance is still the nectar by which I progress onward in the service of Krsna, always and only by your continued grace. 

Back then, we had no official temple building. We lived in an old farmhouse and used the living room as the temple. The last afternoon that I saw you, Srila Prabhupada, all the other devotees were accompanying you on an extended parikrama—a tour of the Gita Nagari grounds. I, however, remained in the temple frantically trying to remove every speck of dust and dirt before you arrived for the scheduled darsana and lecture. Finally, I quit my labors, scooped up one-year-old Padmavati dasi, and ran out to join the party. Your Divine Grace was just then coming from the barn toward the temple. 

On the short run from the kitchen door toward the barn, I hurriedly plucked a flower, handing it to Padmavati, who I carried on my arm. A child would always evoke a tender interaction from you, Srila Prabhupada, so she was my emissary. Suddenly, there we were, approaching a face-to-face encounter. You graciously slowed your pace as we neared. I remember how you smiled and appreciatively accepted that meager flower on behalf of the Supreme, as always. Your fatherly, merciful glance of gratitude melted my soul as I backed away and fell to the dirt in obeisance.

The group continued on toward the temple with the leaders close to your side. The women and children were trailing—jockeying for a glimpse and any dear glance from Your Divine Grace. There I stood in the yard, off to one side, as the line wended its way toward the kitchen entrance and, for the second time that day, encountered your compelling glance.   

Your look was serious and foreboding; your eyes spoke to my soul as with a caution or a warning of some misguided time to come. What did you see in me then to bring forth such reproach? I’ll never know, but your knowing grace at that moment has always been a reminder to me of the focus and simplicity of our task: to associate with devotees and depend completely on Radha-Krsna. Your staunch faith, Srila Prabhupada, amidst the distractions and confusion of Kali-yuga fortifies my determination. As the years go by, I am more and more thankful for the severity of that look. While unsettling at the time, it has given me untold strength and solace through these long years.

When finally Your Divine Grace entered the temple through the kitchen that I had so meticulously cleaned, I noticed a cupboard door standing wide open. This open door was a dismaying sight to me on that day, and it remains in my mind as a symbol of this world of imperfection and of our need to give up control.

I was in the rear of the procession following you into the temple. As you exited the kitchen, you stepped into a tiny office off to the right. We filed into the temple room from a short hall that separated it from the office. You waited in the office as we filed in. As I came in last, I was at the end of the temple room across from where you sat. Kirtana was underway. I swayed, one arm raised to Krsna while holding Padmavati on the other. She followed suit, bouncing with a tiny arm raised up to Krsna. Once again, your eyes penetrated my soul. Your glorious smile, beaming approval and encouragement, held me captive. My heart sang the refrain you had spoken to my husband, Yadunandana dasa, when we were new devotees: “Everything is all right. Everything is all right. Everything is all right.” Ever since, when I need encouragement, I glance into my heart for reassurance, and there you are, smiling lovingly upon us.

The many uplifting books you have translated and written continue to inspire us; the memory of your transcendent nature calls out to us to fulfill our higher purpose. I am reminded of you, Srila Prabhupada, every time I see your qualities manifested in the devotees here at Gita Nagari. We carry your words, your smile, your gaze, and your boundless love for Krsna in our minds and hearts. The intensity of our longing for you is thereby somewhat pacified. Now the devotees here have facilitated my ability to carry out your wishes of so many years ago when you directed me to write for Krsna. Please accept this imperfect attempt to glorify you, the most humble and perfect servant of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Damodara. 

Beloved Srila Prabhupada,

You cut the knot of our illusion, 

Free us from the bonds of sense perception.

From your garden of devotion

You see into our heart of hearts.

You call us out . . .  

Come my children. Come and sing

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,

Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare.

Sing His glories; chant His name.

In Him alone rests everything.

Hare Rama, Hare Rama,

Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Come, my children. 

Come and sing of Lord Krsna,

Head of our original family.

Sing of the source of all other sources,

The wisest of the very wise.

His boundless beauty, His names, His forms—

Who can in all the world surmise? 

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna.

Beloved Srila Prabhupada,

You walk mighty as the lion,

Sustaining essence in our lives.

We love you tender as a child,

Sweet perfection of our eyes.

Your gaze binds and holds us.

Your love permeates through and through.

Behold the magnificence of His mercy:

Sri Krsna’s gift to us is you.

You uncover the key to unlock the door:

Sing Hare Krsna Hare Krsna evermore.

Gratefully aspiring to serve you always,

Your servants at Gita-nagari, Pennsylvania, USA.

(written by Taruni-devi dasi)

Gita-nagari Baru 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this most auspicious day of Sri Vyasa-puja.

You have stated that half of your mission was to publish and distribute transcendental literatures in all languages of the world, and the other half was to establish varnasrama-dharma, specifically through establishing Krsna conscious farming communities based on simple living and high thinking, to practically demonstrate the philosophy contained in your books. So we are out here in the wilderness of North Lampung with Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, one bull called Dharma, and several devotees, trying to set up one such farming community for your pleasure. Our goal is to set up a Krsna conscious village, which we have named Gita Nagari Baru (“New Gita Nagari”), after the essays you wrote many decades ago on the idea of a village where the Bhagavad-gita was sung.

We have understood that you wanted the people of the world to take up a more simple and sane way of life, depending on Lord Krsna, the land, and the cows. Lord Krsna Himself lived in that way. You started some efforts in this direction during your manifest presence in this world. So we followers of your followers are trying to please you by carrying on in this way, especially on this holy day of your appearance in this world. Please bless us that our efforts may be pleasing to you, our honored Parama Gurudeva, Srila Prabhupada.

Your aspiring servants at the Gita-nagari Baru Farm Community, Menggala, North Lampung, Indonesia.

Guadalajara

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humbles obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to your sankirtana movement, the greatest benediction for all living beings!

Srila Prabhupada, we are trying to serve you by preaching through distribution of your transcendental literature. We depend exclusively on your causeless mercy, and we pray to you for purity and potency so that we can perform this service and increase book distribution.

Srila Prabhupada, we are very fortunate because you visited Mexico City twice and we received your mercy by seeing you face to face. That is very rare in this age of Kali, because by being in the association of a pure devote one can obtain all perfections. But we are very dull-headed and don’t follow your orders because we are very attached to sense gratification. Please, Srila Prabhupada, keep us under your lotus feet and don’t stop helping us exit this material world.

Srila Prabhupada, all glories to the day of your appearance in this world!

Begging to be eternal humble servants at your lotus feet, we remain

Your servants in Guadalajara, Mexico.

(written by Premananda dasa)

Hong Kong

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you! All glories to your mercy! And all glories to ISKCON and its work, rescuing all in this most difficult of ages! 

Everything goes through different phases, and so does the movement of time. The universal time cycle moves from the Golden Age to the Silver Age to the Bronze Age, and finally to the Iron Age of Kali. With the progress of the Age of Kali, all the good qualities decline and irreligion increases. The Age of Kali is both a benediction and a curse. It is a benediction because by taking shelter of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra anyone can easily become free from the sufferings of this world, and it is a curse because it is not so easy to take shelter of the holy name in this age, what with so many obstacles and distractions. The Srimad-Bhagavatam has this to say about the quality of people in this age: “In the Kali-yuga the following things will diminish day by day: religion, truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy, physical strength, memory, and duration of life.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 12.2.1)

Although it is said that religion, along with all other good qualities, will decline, we also observe a contradictory trend: a movement toward natural life, environmental awareness, vegetarianism, and health consciousness. There is also more awareness of reincarnation and the afterlife, astral travel, mystic powers, and so on. A lot of these “New Age” aspects can be attributed to the large-scale preaching of Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement. Your part in this great movement shines brightest, for you worked most magnificently to fulfill the desires of the previous acaryas and the Lord. The result of spiritual work is not always physically visible, for the vast majority of conditioned entities do not appreciate the value of Krsna consciousness. Therefore, considering the number of people in the world, we devotees of Krsna appear very few. We are confident, however, that the effect of the Lord’s mercy is gradually penetrating society at large. In general we can say that most people still find it beyond their ability to comprehend the subtle spiritual value of pure devotion that we are offering. 

Our work in Hong Kong is most difficult. It is an extraordinary commercial civilization with no natural resources—business around the clock! Those who have made something for themselves aspire for more and more, or try to keep up with the Joneses. Many people have no choice but to toil incessantly simply to survive. They work always just to meet their gross bodily needs, so material gain and sense gratification comprise the happiness that keeps them going. Recreation is a luxury and spiritual life does not exist. Very few are situated nicely, and since they lack any self-satisfaction they are generally poor candidates for spiritual life. Alas, O Lord, what a soul-killing civilization! You mentioned the ill effects of this kind of civilization on your arrival in New York in 1965. Therefore, Srila Prabhupada, we really need your unlimited mercy for extending your blessings and the blessings of Lord Krsna to the unfortunate rich and poor souls of the Orient. Please cast your merciful glance upon the Orient, for the compassion of the Vaisnavas attracts the compassion of the Lord. By the grace of the Lord and His servants, everything is possible, according to the following verse of Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.4.18):

kirata-hunandhra-pulinda-pulkasa

    abhira-sumbha yavanah khasadayah

ye ’nye ca papa yad-apasrayasrayah

    sudhyanti tasmai prabhavisnave namah

“Kiratas, Hunas, Andhras, Pulindas, Pulkasas, Abhiras, Sumbhas, Yavanas, members of the Khasa races, and even others addicted to sinful acts can be purified by taking shelter of the devotees of the Lord, due to His being the supreme power. I beg to offer my respectful obeisances unto Him.”

Praying for your special mercy in this new millennium, we remain

Your servants in Hong Kong.

Ibadan

Dear grandfather Srila Prabhupada,

I offer you all my respectful obeisances, which are not worthy to offer. But please accept them from me. 

Grandfather, I am thinking of all you have done for my life. First you built a house in which the whole world can live, and today I am one of the extremely fortunate people living in this house. If this were all you had done for my life, then I would see myself as the most fortunate person in the world.

But building the ISKCON house is not all you have done for me. You have also fathered a son who has become my father, and he has initiated me into the chanting of the holy name and made me your grandson. 

So I thank you so much for all you have done for my life. The instructions you left with us make it seem as if you had not left us. I pray that I never lose my attraction for these instructions. I also pray that you protect my spiritual life so that I will not fall away from this mission.

Please continue to bless me so that I can control myself and maintain my spiritual life.

Your servants in Ibadan, Nigeria.

(written by Yadunatha dasa)

Japan

Dear Srila Prabhupada

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your golden lotus feet. All glories to your divine personality, which attracts the most fallen souls to your lotus feet and saves them from the blazing fire of this material existence. 

One should try to keep himself satisfied in any condition of life—whether distress or happiness—which is offered by the supreme will. A person who endures in this way is able to cross over the darkness of nescience very easily. [Narada Muni to Dhruva at Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.27]

 Since 1999, ISKCON in Japan has had a hard time. Even in the difficult situation, however, many devotees have kept on steadily preaching. And your intimate associates gave us inspired association. Without this association, we would not have been able to continue to spread Krsna consciousness. We have two good-size temples in Tokyo and a small one in Osaka, run by a single grhastha couple. All they can do is put on a feast every Saturday. But even with so few devotees, they are keeping this program going every week. And because of their sincere endeavor, you send them such nice guests. One boy who went to his friend’s house to help his friend move found your Bhagavad-gita there. He read it and was so appreciative that he bought it from his friend. Then he become a devotee—he shaved his head and began wearing dhotis and chanting Hare Krsna. If we just continue to preach, Krsna will bring nice people, because your books are everywhere in Japan. 

In this Age of Kali, out of envy and anger all the people fight with one another and cheat one another. They can’t make true friendships. They want true relationships with one another, but it’s very difficult make them. Even ISKON is feeling the effect Kali-yuga. My Guru Maharaja said, “We have to learn how to improve our relationships. This is very much lacking in ISKCON. We need to cultivate true friendship among devotees, in which we can express love and trust and show affection to Vaisnavas. We have to actually care for the Vaisnavas. We all want to have proper relationships among Godbrothers and Godsisters. But we complain that we have no time. We should not fill up our time with so many duties and simply work, work, work until we collapse—and in the process neglect other Vaisnavas.” 

When you were on the planet, Srila Prabhupada, all the devotees in your Society felt loving affection from you. They automatically wanted to cooperate. And they were fully absorbed in serving you. They could make impossible things become possible. This was all due to your purity. Every soul wants such loving relationships in this world. We are a very small number of devotees in Japan, but we still want to create such loving relationships within our preaching team. If this loving atmosphere is created among devotees, anyone who comes in contact with them will feel the loving mood. Everybody is looking for such loving relationships. Gradually we can see that this world is becoming more and more hellish. People can find shelter only in this movement. This is actually the meaning of this movement. The movement should be like a fort where people can come to take shelter. To make our temples like this we need to train nice, fixed-up devotees with good character and purity. 

Srila Prabhupada! Now we don’t have such purity and good qualities and deep loving relationships. You said, “I wish to leave some trained preachers so that they can do the work of Krsna consciousness in the Western world. That is my ambition.” So we beg you, Please kindly gave us the association of such trained preachers more and more. By their association we can develop good character and purity. As said in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.25.25), “The spiritually powerful message of Godhead can be properly discussed only in a society of devotees, and it is greatly pleasing to hear in that association. If one hears from devotees, the way of transcendental experience quickly opens, and gradually one attains firm faith that in due course develops into attraction and devotion.”

The aspiring servants of your servants in Japan. 

Johannesburg

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our prostrated dandavats at your divine lotus feet. All glories to you!

On this auspicious occasion of your first Vyasa-puja celebration in the twenty-first century, it seems to be the most appropriate time for some individual and collective stock-taking.

Lords Gaurasundara and Nityananda Rama have broken open the treasure house of krsna-prema in Goloka Vrndavana, and you have plundered and distributed that dhana without any considerations throughout the three worlds. The potency of your mercy is being felt every single day in different corners of the globe through the unparalleled distribution of your Vaisnava literatures, prasadam, and the supremely sweet holy names of Krsna.

Recently at an international music festival held here in Johannesburg, a group of people came to our prasadam stall and declared boldly, “This food is the best in the whole universe!” Everyone present agreed between bites of samosas and halava.

A couple, students in our Bhakti Sadacara Certificate course at our Bhaktivedanta College, just informed me that on their way home from one of our evening classes they silently drove home in a stunned daze at the wealth of knowledge they were imbibing from a systematic study of your classic Science of Self-Realization.

And when we recorded excerpts from your Light of the Bhagavat, which were broadcast once a week for four weeks on national radio, the presenter, a devout Christian, could not help marveling at what he was hearing.

In a post-apartheid South Africa, still sensitive on race issues, people keep on asking us, “How do you get all the different races to live and work together so nicely like this in your movement?” We tell them, “That is the proof of the spiritual potency of what our founder-acarya has brought to the world. He has built a house the whole world can truly live in.”

The only slight hitch, Srila Prabhupada, is in us, we who are meant to be your followers and representatives. We have fallen short of this exalted position. In many cases we have misrepresented you to such an extent that to an outsider we may appear slightly schizophrenic. You know of all these cases only too well, and so there is no need to repeat them on this auspicious day.

Those who are wise have recounted that when the demigods and demons were churning the ocean of milk, many, many substances came out, including poison, before the nectar was finally delivered. In the same way, the poison in the sankirtana movement is being extracted by your arrangement. Those who patiently stick to the dust of your lotus feet will be the fortunate souls to receive the amrta of Lord Gauranga, which is scheduled to saturate the three worlds for the next ten thousand years.

We are simply crying out to you, “O spiritual master of all three worlds! Please give us the benediction that we can be rid of the twin enemies of the aspiring sadhakas—sense gratification and false ego. Then we can purely serve your servants and be eligible to one day chant the suddha-nama without interruption.”

Your grandchildren at ISKCON Johannesburg, South Africa.

(written by Atmarama dasa) 

Kiev

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble respectful obeisances at your divine lotus feet—bando mui savadhana mate. Let your fame be spread all over the three worlds—ebe jasa ghusuk tribhuvana!

When we think of you we feel ourselves like helpless children, sentenced to everlasting imprisonment in the material world. And it is only by your causeless mercy that we now have hope that we will be delivered from this world and go back to the eternal, bliss life of pure devotional service to the Divine Couple.

All of us—dwellers of Western world—were like small children being tightly swaddled in many-colored napkins woven by skillful weavers—the three modes of material nature. We had been soundly sleeping, lulled by the sweet voice of the bewitching illusory energy of the Lord. But you, Your Divine Grace, have brought us the call of the parampara: 

jiv jago, jiv jago, gauracanda bole

kota nidra jao maya-pisacira kole

“Lord Gauranga is calling, ‘Wake up, sleeping souls! Wake up, sleeping souls! You have slept so long in the lap of the witch Maya.’”

Owing to your exceptional purity and devotion to Krsna, this appeal was so powerful that it could pass through the Iron Curtain of the former USSR. And we roused ourselves, awaking and making efforts to open our eyes. Then your books came:

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

Thus you helped us to see . . . 

Your transcendental books are filled with invaluable instructions; through them you help us take literally every step in our spiritual lives. You have taught us what we cannot do, what we can do, and what we should do. You have carefully divided every day of our lives, from the moment of waking up to the moment of going to bed: bath, mangala-arati, japa time, guru-puja, Srimad-Bhagavatam class, prasadam, practical service, prasadam, gaura-arati, Bhagavad-gita class, reading the books, sleeping. You taught us how to accept a spiritual master and serve him, how to worship the Deities, how to give talks, how to cook, how to eat, how to treat our body. Just as a caring, loving father guards every step of his child, you, our dearest spiritual master, have guided all of your followers solicitously, pointing at the aim and warning about the dangers. There is nothing insignificant in your instructions; every detail is exceptionally important. And if we are able to exactly follow everything without deviation, then we are guaranteed to obtain spiritual happiness and achieve the highest purpose of life.

You left behind invaluable treasures—your disciples, our spiritual masters. Being your faithful followers, they take us along the path shown by you, cutting the knots of our attachments to the material world and cultivating the bhakti-lata creeper in our hearts with care.

You are an ideal acarya, one who teaches not only by his instructions but by his own example as well. You said that various obstacles you met on your way became your possessions. They are our possessions as well, because when we meet with difficulties we recall how you were going through different tests with firm determination and unflinching faith in the Supreme Lord. We derive great inspiration and strength from your example. What can maya have in store for us that you did not experience in your life? Lack of understanding and estrangement from our relatives, impecuniousness, struggling alone, cold, living amidst materialists, no devotees beside you, illness, death—all of this happened in your life, and throughout all these periods you remained an ideal example of a pure servant of Lord Krsna.

By giving the world ISKCON you built a house in which everyone can happily reside. You taught us how to keep this house clean and maintain the spiritual atmosphere of friendliness, compassion, and cooperation. “Your love for me will manifest in your ability to cooperate.”

You gave shelter to a bewildered civilization by showing the way of salvation, and now, owing to your boundless compassion, we have real hope for deliverance.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, there are so many things that may be said about you—about the depth and magnitude of your heritage. Please forgive these helpless children for not being able to properly describe the greatness of their spiritual father. 

Just as a beautiful diamond is kept in a beautifully trimmed box, so the greatness of Lord Krsna is kept in the precious jeweled box of the mouths of Lord Ananta. (Caitanya-Bhagavata, Adi-khanda 1.13)

We believe that Lord Krsna will manifest the precious jeweled box that will be worthy of the brilliance of your greatness, the greatness of His pure servant.

We humbly beg you to accept our sincere deep gratitude for the causeless mercy you have bestowed upon us. Prati-janme kori asa caranera dhuli: we desire the dust of your holy feet in every birth we may take.

Humbly and with great reverence we bow down at your lotus feet. 

Your eternal servants in Kiev, Ukraine. 

Kwa-Zulu Natal

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

You very kindly came to South Africa in 1975. Thank you very much for coming here. It really means a lot to us.

This is a very fertile field for preaching. The people here are generally pious. They often greet the devotees by saying, “Hare Krsna,” or “Hari Bol.” Thousands of people come to our temples and our festivals. Our congregation here is very large and enthusiastic, and contains many sincere and wonderful Vaisnavas. There are approximately 240 initiated devotees in Kwa-Zulu Natal alone. Many others are chanting sixteen rounds a day and following the four regulative principles. We have initiated a Shiksha Program for recognizing and encouraging the devotees at various levels of commitment in following the principles of Krsna consciousness. Every week throughout the province, about four hundred persons attend Bhaktivedanta College courses, where they systematically and progressively study your books. There are about five thousand subscribers to your Back to Godhead magazine in South Africa. We also maintain four weekly Bhakti Yoga Society meetings in universities and other tertiary institutions around Durban. In addition, there are twenty-seven weekly Krsna conscious services carried on around Kwa-Zulu Natal. These are largely maintained by our congregation. The preaching is going on in all of the various cultural communities here.

Our Food for Life program here is one of the largest in the world. In 1999 Food for Life distributed 260,000 plates of krsna-prasadam at festivals, in schools, and at squatter camps and townships. The politicians and the people in general especially appreciate this program. The former president and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Dr. Nelson Mandela praised the Hare Krsna Food for Life program on prime-time national television. When he visited our temple in Chatsworth, Durban, he offered you his humble obeisances by bowing down on the floor in front of your murti. The current president, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, attended our Ratha-yatra festival several years ago and blissfully distributed krsna-prasadam to the festival-goers.

Our temple in Chatsworth, Durban, is an architectural masterpiece, a local landmark and tourist attraction. It is one of ISKCON’s few purpose-built temples outside India. The street in front of the temple is officially named the Bhaktivedanta Swami Circle. The Chatsworth temple is in one of the most strategic preaching locations in the country, Durban’s southern suburbs. Another ambitious temple project is coming up in the northern suburbs, in Phoenix. Already about 300 people are regularly attending the Sunday program at the Phoenix site, even though it is still under construction. Another important project is coming up in Pietermaritzburg, about an hour’s drive from Durban.

Our four-day Durban Ratha-yatra festival is one of the largest in the world. It is held over the Easter weekend at the beachfront and attracts many thousands of people. It is a very important annual preaching event, and is attended by many of ISKCON’s senior preachers and sannyasis.

All in all, ISKCON is very much flourishing and growing in South Africa. We are very grateful to you, Srila Prabhupada. Where would we be without you? Due to your mercy, we are now on the path of reawakening our loving relationship with Krsna. Without you we would have continued to rot in the material world, finding a little bit of happiness but oh so much suffering. Thank you for showing us the way out of this dark world, and for teaching us the process for going back to Godhead. The method you have given us is so pleasing: chanting the sweet holy names; worshiping the Deities; honoring Krsna’s prasadam; associating with Krsna’s devotees; and hearing krsna-katha. Gradually our hearts and minds are becoming purified and we are appreciating these things more and more. The more we become purified, the more we appreciate what you have done for us. Now our lives are based upon your instructions and have become meaningful and successful.

There are many varieties of cultures on the continents of this planet. You have given us the Vedic culture, which is meant for training us in spiritual realization and Krsna consciousness. It is the highest culture because it trains us in attaining the ultimate goal of life, krsna-prema. Thank you very much.

We are eternally indebted to you and beg to remain,

Your servants in Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa.

(written by Ramanujacarya dasa) 

London (central)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances and please forgive all our offenses to you. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

“There are many saintly persons,” Prahlada Maharaja tells Lord Nrsimhadeva (Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.9.44), “who are interested only in their own deliverance. They don’t care for the big cities and towns and are not interested in delivering others.” 

Fortunately for the inhabitants of this planet, Srila Prabhupada, you’re a saintly person far different from that. You’re the kind that Prahlada Maharaja goes on to describe that he himself is: “I do not wish to be liberated alone, leaving aside all these poor fools and rascals, since I know that without Krsna consciousness they cannot be happy. I want to bring them back to shelter at Krsna’s lotus feet.”

You’re that kind of saintly person, Srila Prabhupada(the kind who wants to be right in the midst of the people. Out of compassion, you want to deliver to them, as many as possible, the sublime message of Lord Caitanya. That means right down in the city centers(the centers of big, dirty, lusty cities, cities such as London. And that’s why we’re here in London(to help you. And that’s why we want to stay.

After all, London is one of the two most important cities in the world. The other is New York. And what you have to say about New York as a big city can also be applied to London. In 1967 you wrote to Gargamuni Prabhu: “I do not agree with your wife’s statement that New York is unfit for human habitation. . . . A Krishna Conscious person is always satisfied, whether in Vaikuntha or in hell.” 

And hell this is. Once you were asked in a television interview, “What is your idea of hell?”

Your reply: “London is hell.”

It’s noisy here; the temple’s right on the street in the middle of all the materialistic action, cars and trucks and motorcycles roaring past all day and all night, and police and ambulance sirens wailing. There’s a pub on our left-hand side and a disco next to that, open almost until the time we’re having mangala arotika. 

On our right side is another pub, a popular stop, especially for homosexuals. In the summer, the drunk and lusty clientele spill out into the street(as many as two hundred at a time(chattering, laughing, and yelling in outrageous, ghoulish celebration of all that is twisted and evil. Just past the pub, in Soho Square, people are almost having sex right out in the open in the middle of the afternoon. On the weekends, in addition to the noise of the traffic, people are screaming and yelling in the street like banshees all night long. Our asramas are not soundproof, so trying to sleep at night is like trying to sleep in the middle of a small war.

But, Srila Prabhupada, you wrote, 

My Guru Maharaja never liked to open a branch preaching center in a place where there is less population. We are not meant for living peacefully in a secluded place. We are meant for recruiting Krishna’s eternal servants and therefore a better populated place. [Letter to Subala dasa, 16 December 1967]

And, “My Guru Maharaja wanted us to open our centers in the most congested parts of major cities. We do not want . . . a quiet and solitary place.” (Letter to Jayapataka Swami, November 10th, 1970)

So, following in your footsteps and the footsteps of Prahlada Maharaja, we are happy to stay right here in the midst of this horrific city, with the fullest opportunity to take shelter of Krsna and to serve you. We are happy to walk out the door and immediately find a ready-made market of tens of thousands of people for our daily harinamas and book distribution, as well as regular prasadam distribution. And of course every day people are coming in to see the temple and to eat in Govinda’s Restaurant. 

We are happy to stay here in hell and follow you, Srila Prabhupada, according to your instructions(to help you in your mission to please your Guru Maharaja in reclaiming the materially conditioned souls back home, back to Godhead.

All glories to you!

Your servants in central London, UK.

London (south) 

Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace, who fearlessly traveled throughout the world to spread the Hare Krsna movement!

It is absolutely amazing that, to save materialistic people like us, an elderly gentleman who had never left his country before decided to travel at the age of 69 and go to a place considered by pure spiritualists to be one of the most abominable in the world, a lonely place where he had no friends or relatives. At an age when most people would consider retiring, he started a movement that would save the world. He wrote over seventy books, traveled around the world eleven times, opened 108 temples, initiated 5,000 devotees, and influenced countless other souls wandering in this world. All within a period of 11 years. How absolutely amazing. 

Your transcendental appearance in this world is a benediction given to us by Lord Krsna. The Lord wanted to glorify His pure devotee throughout the world, but by spreading the holy name all over the world you managed to glorify the Lord. As a true disciple of a bona fide spiritual master, you attributed all your success to Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswami Prabhupada. Your faith in him and the Lord is unfathomable. When you first arrived in the US you mentioned to one stranger that you had many temples and disciples, and that only time was separating them from manifestation. 

We are in a position similar to that of Arjuna, who said to Lord Krsna:

karpanya-dosopahata-svabhavah

    prcchami tvam dharma-sammudha-cetah

yac chreyah syan niscitam bruhi tan me

    sisyas te ’ham sadhi mam tvam prapannam

“Now I am confused about my duty and have lost all composure because of miserly weakness. In this condition I am asking You to tell me for certain what is best for me. Now I am Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You. Please instruct me.” (Bhagavad-gita 2.7)

We have lost our relationship with the Lord and thus are confused about our duty. In this condition we desire to take shelter of your mature and devoted disciples, as well as your glorious books, to guide us back to our original constitutional position. 

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for your tireless effort in bringing Krsna consciousness to us. This is a priceless gift for which we will not be able to repay you. Please accept whatever tiny service we are trying to offer you. 

On this occasion of your Vyasa-puja, we seek your blessings so that we can continue to serve you and your divine movement to the best of our abilities. 

Your grand-disciples in south London, UK.

Madrid

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

Here in Madrid, we continue with your preaching mission in your small and dynamic temple. By your mercy, several preaching activities are going on, and we feel very happy to offer all of them for your pleasure on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. The main activities going on regularly in the temple are the distribution of your books and prasadam, harinama-sankirtana, Deity worship, educational courses in Krsna consciousness, congregational preaching, and other public programs such as conferences and festivals. Please accept the little results we have achieved as our humble offering at your lotus feet.

We are dreaming about doing something much bigger here in Madrid. Please bless us so that our dreams come true in a very short time for the pleasure of all the acaryas in the disciplic succession.

Your humble servants in Madrid, Spain. 

Manchester

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Then spangling dark night’s velvet cloak,

in time and place divinely meant,

stood stars in silent lines that spoke

how here is love incarnate sent.

Marking the all-auspicious hour

that for an age shall yet be marked,

predicting that the purest power

has here with us to earth embarked.

Speak, mystic seer of the skies,

that we the wretched joyful be,

how one free from all hate and lies

has come to lead humanity.

And all you gods, let cry with might,

that all the worlds may wakened be,

to gaze with wonder on the sight

of man’s departing misery.

Celestial drums reverberate,

as love displays its causelessness,

to brilliantly illuminate

a world of darkness and distress.

While we who would devoted be

offer our praise in harmony

and, showing its sincerity,

expand our number endlessly.

Today forgiveness does descend

to walk among us: Gurudeva.

The thraldom of transgression ends

in freedom that you freely gave.

A day when every anguished cry,

in hopeful and heartfelt prayer,

receives reciprocal reply

by mercy born of boundless care.

Until this day shall be proclaimed

in every quarter of the earth,

and every man shall know your name,

we yet shall take repeated birth.

To forge your mission far and wide—

let that be all that holds the heart.

Our passion and our only pride:

a loving message to impart.

The legend of a long lost land

made real today, as you have shown

how they who take your outstretched hand

shall find it, our forgotten home.

Lead on then, lord, and let us be

a little part of that long line

that heads toward eternity,

beyond this shackled space and time.

O Prabhupada, we can but pray

that you might throw your sidelong glance

on us, and thus, by grace we may

enter the everlasting dance.

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you! 

Without any doubt your appearance has begun a revolution. It is a revolt against atheism and ignorance. A swelling undercurrent rising up against the tidal wave of madness that threatens to engulf the world. Thanks to the so-called advancement of modern society, a steady and increasing stream of people are going straight to hell. Gradually all morality is being abandoned, along with any belief in God, or at least in a God who would like us to behave ourselves. Either there is no God, God is dead, or He has forsaken this world forever. Scientists, philosophers, and politicians arrogantly posit their atheistic theories, putting forward absurd ideas about how the increasing problems of the world—problems born of atheism in the first place—can be solved without any reference to God. Godless so-called religions like Buddhism and various other impersonalistic beliefs are burgeoning. And, acting as the harbingers and heralds of all this insanity, the media and entertainment industries constantly and energetically promote their cynical message of “pleasure at any damn cost.” 

But you know all this well enough, Srila Prabhupada. It was the reason you came here. To begin a transcendental insurgency movement. You described it yourself in the Srimad-Bhagavatam: “. . . a revolution in the impious lives of this world’s misdirected civilization.” I guess that sums up your mission—and the mission of us who would be your followers—to create that revolution. Surely it is the only real hope for this Kali-stricken world. But it is a very real hope. The “transcendental words” which are meant to bring about the revolution are extremely powerful. Like brilliant sun rays dissipating a morning mist, they cut through the thick veil of ignorance that shrouds the world. We see ourselves as the perfect examples. Before hearing from you we believed that we were advanced and highly civilized. But now we know the truth. Condemned, unfortunate. Mad. Blindly following the blind. Two-legged animals. All godless rascals. And now we have to convey that truth to an unsuspecting world.

We are convinced that if we simply transparently present your messages then the revolution will really start taking off. To any honest person it is all so obvious. Every time we feel ouselves being dragged down by the ignorance all around us, we listen again to your sublimely simple words. It is a transcendental “fix” for the mind. The lights go on. A divine power is flowing through you, without any doubt at all. But now we have to make ourselves clear conduits for that power. That’s all. If we can somehow just purely represent your instructions to the world, then we will surely see wonderful things happening. 

However, although it is simple, it is not easy. Becoming pure ourselves is the first big revolution required. A revolution in our own hearts. Do we really want to give up sense gratification? Can we? Sometimes it seems almost impossible. But by your grace we know it is not. We just have to plug into your words again and again. Go on hearing—nasta-prayesv abhadresu—and constantly chant the holy name. Gradually, as our own ignorance is thereby destroyed and we become clear via media to you, we will be able to play some part in your mission. 

Srila Prabhupada, you once said that society will one day look upon the Krsna consciousness movement as a world savior. To us that seems to be already the case. Karmani nirdahati kintu ca bhakti-bhajam. We are convinced that, although the world situation is grim, it would have been far grimmer if you had not begun your mission. But there is no room for any complacency. That tidal wave is still rising and our undercurrent seems puny by comparison. Hell is still claiming countless souls as they boldly and bravely advance towards death. 

Let us therefore become an instrument in your revolutionary mission, Srila Prabhupada. Help us to always remember that we are dependent upon your mercy. Shower us with that mercy so that we may become humbler than the grass. Invest us with the power to show proper honor to all living beings, remembering that they are all dear to Krsna. We are low, fallen, and without any spiritual strength or intelligence. You are our only hope, and we pray to you today. Please engage us in your service. Otherwise life has no meaning for us.

Your servants at ISKCON Manchester, United Kingdom.

(written by Krsna Dharma dasa)
Markham

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! 

We pray to remain your servants eternally.

Your servants at ISKCON Markham, Canada. 

Melbourne

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances on the most auspicious day of your appearance. 

The year 2000 is a very special year for the devotees of the Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir. This year represents our silver jubilee year. Twenty-five years ago Your Divine Grace established this temple in Melbourne, and you also established large brass Deities of Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai. You established the Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir in 1975, and to this day it remains the only tirtha in the southern hemisphere to be blessed by your mercy. As you said in your 1974 Melbourne lecture:

If you want to remain in the spiritual world, this temple is the spiritual world. We are not living in Melbourne. This temple is not Melbourne. It is Vaikuntha. 

Devotees: Jaya! 
Prabhupada: It is Vrndavana. So if you stick to this temple service, Krsna’s service, then you are not in this material world. This is your position.

To this day, devotees of Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir have maintained the high standard of Deity worship established by you. Anyone who steps into the temple cannot help but feel the transcendental atmosphere of the spiritual world, Vrndavana.

Srila Prabhupada, despite your advanced age, you traveled around the world fourteen times, making sure that the Krsna conscious centers you established continue to function into the future. You trained the devotees so expertly.

In the Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 7.128, you wrote:

This is the sublime mission of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. Many people come and inquire whether they have to give up family life to join the Society, but that is not our mission. One can remain comfortably in his residence. We simply request everyone to chant the maha-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. If one is a little literate and can read Bhagavad-gita As It Is and Srimad- Bhagavatam, that is so much the better.

Here in Melbourne the congregation has grown from a few hundred families in the 1980’s to nearly four thousand families today. This is by your mercy and the mercy of your devotees. These members of the congregation are now helping the temple to expand the preaching by distributing prasadam and books and the holy name of Lord Sri Krsna and celebrating many nice, big festivals. All this is happening only by your blessings. Despite all the difficulties, devotees are working together co-operatively because of their love for you, Srila Prabhupada.

In Melbourne (May 1975) you invited every hungry man to come and take prasadam: “Oh, yes, oh, yes. Everyone, we [are] open to everyone. You come and take prasadam.”

To date devotees have distributed more than three million plates of prasadam in Melbourne. Guests have remarked that whenever they come, they always get prasadam. This is your opulence, Srila Prabhupada!

We do not know how to thank you, Srila Prabhupada. Our only hope is to try to follow your orders. That way, by pleasing you, we can hope to please Krsna and thus make our life successful.

Your indebted servants of the Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir, Melbourne, Australia.

(written by Vijaya Gopikesa dasa) 

Mexico City

Dearest Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our humbles obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

This year it’s my turn to write an homage glorifying you on your all-auspicious Vyasa-puja. I am not the best person to do it, being fully unqualified and incompetent, but I can’t find anyone to replace me. There are no initiated disciples of yours around to perform this noble duty. Where are they? Did you not give us everything we need to be happy in this material world? Did we really realize the great treasure you gave us? Such a great treasure that we cannot repay you for many lifetimes? You gave us everything. Our illusion is so strong that we do not even recognize the transcendental saint who came from so far, alone, to save us from all dangers. Is it so difficult to follow you, Srila Prabhupada? We do not want to be victimized also and lose the opportunity to walk with you in this blessed way of life. 

You undoubtedly have all the potency to save us from spiritual death. You possess and give us full enthusiasm for preaching Krsna consciousness. Nothing was neglected by you. But the problem is the lack of one ingredient, one element: desire. 

We should not want to wait for the mercy to come from heaven, like some kind of mystical power or enchantment. No, we should not adopt a passive approach. We should rather seek with intensity that which you tried to give us, love for Krsna. Only by increasing our intensity can we attract your attention. In Light of the Bhagavata you write in your commentary on picture 43: “A devotee, therefore, should execute his devotional services with full energy, endurance, and confidence. He should perform his scheduled duties, he should be pure in heart, and he should serve in association with devotees. All six of these items will lead the devotee to the path of success.” Have we lost faith in your words?

Please, Srila Prabhupada, we believe strongly that if we are sincere you will surely give us the strength to continue on the path of devotional service. Let us continue to associate with your faithful followers, even if they are simple devotees. Let us strive to fulfill your mission among devotees who have tolerance, compassion, and comprehension of your teachings. Please let us avoid the tragedy of devotees fighting among themselves in the name of serving your Lord, Krsna. Let us understand truly, really, and deeply that we are a tiny spark of spirit whose home is the spiritual world. We are not interested in big external projects, building big false egos, monuments to the fake glories of a temporary world. We are interested in elevating our souls to the platform of service to you and Sri Govinda. 

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for all the gifts you brought from the spiritual world. Thank you for your sweet and soft appearance among us. 

Your aspiring servants at Sri Sri Radha​-Madana Gopala Mandir, Mexico City, Mexico.

(written by Harikatha dasa)

Montreal

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most respectful and humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet.

Mistakes we have done, mistakes we will do, because no one is perfect like you, Om Visnupada Paramahamsa Parivrajakacarya Astottara-sata Sri Srimad A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Some people are unhappy, others remain optimistic, knowing that Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu is still here on earth, spreading the harinama-sankirtana movement through your ISKCON devotees.

The time will come . . . very soon . . . when everyone will be in ecstasy chanting the holy name of Sri Krsna. There will be no more suffering, all anxieties will go away. Lord Sri Krsna will dance on everyone’s tongue. Very wonderful feelings of divine love will overcome everyone’s heart.

This whole desertlike universe will be over-flooded by the sweet nectar of krsna-prema. Fallen souls will be waking up from their sleeping state just as popcorn jumps when it comes in contact with fire.

Envy, lust, greed, anger, madness, and illusion will all disappear by the influence of Lord Krsna’s Sudarsana cakra, just as the snakes in the forest are burned very quickly by the forest fire.

All the leaders of the world will be Vaisnavas wearing tilaka on their foreheads, chanting the holy names of Krsna. There will be one saintly king, fully Krsna conscious, in charge of the whole planet. He will apply all the principles of your Bhagavad-gita As It Is, and that king will engage everyone in the transcendental loving service of Sri Sri Radha and Krsna.

We have faith in your words, Srila Prabhupada.

Your servants in Montreal, Canada. 

(written by Kanai Krsna dasa) 

Mumbai (Juhu)

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism and voidism.

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet, which act as a cooling shelter from the blazing fire of this material world.

In the Gurv-astaka, by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, it is said:

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado 

    yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ‘pi 

dhyayan stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyam 

    vande guroh sri-caranaravindam **

“By satisfaction of the spiritual master, the Supreme Personality of Godhead becomes satisfied. And by not satisfying the spiritual master, there is no chance of being promoted to the plane of Krsna consciousness. I should, therefore, meditate and pray for his mercy three times a day and offer my respectful obeisances unto him, my spiritual master.”

Srila Prabhupada, obtaining your mercy is the goal of our lives. For if your mercy is obtained, all perfection will be reached, as stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.18.12:

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akincana 

    sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah 

harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna 

    manorathenasati dhavato bahih

“All the demigods and their exalted qualities, such as religion, knowledge and renunciation, become manifest in the body of one who has developed unalloyed devotion for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva. On the other hand, a person devoid of devotional service and engaged in material activities has no good qualities. Even if he is adept at the practice of mystic yoga or the honest endeavor of maintaining his family and relatives, he must be driven by his own mental speculations and must engage in the service of the Lord’s external energy. How can there be any good qualities in such a man?”

Srila Prabhupada, we have many excuses for engaging in sense gratification. However, it is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.41:

devarsi-bhutapta-nrnam pitrnam

    na kinkaro nayam rni ca rajan

sarvatmana yah saranam saranyam

    gato mukundam parihrtya kartam

“Anyone who has completely surrendered unto Krsna, Mukunda, giving up all other duties, is no longer a debtor, nor is he obliged to anyone—not the demigods, nor the sages, nor the people in general, nor kinsmen, nor humanity, nor forefathers.”

You have engaged us in devotional service by your causeless mercy; thus all our obligations are fulfilled. Help us dedicate our lives to satisfying your desires. Take away our hankerings for money, accommodations, and followers. Let us see all these as obstacles blocking our progress.

Without your causeless mercy, we cannot understand even theoretically the meaning of the following verses:

isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah 

anadir adir govindah sarva-karana-karanam

“There are many personalities possessing the qualities of Bhagavan, but Krsna is the supreme because none can excel Him. He is the Supreme Person, and His body is eternal, full of knowledge and bliss. He is the primeval Lord Govinda and the cause of all causes.” (Brahma-samhita 5.1)

ete camsa-kalah pumsah krsnas tu bhagavan svayam 

indrari-vyakulam lokam mrdayanti yuge yuge

“All the lists of the incarnations of Godhead submitted herewith are either plenary expansions or parts of the plenary expansions of the Supreme Godhead, but Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.28)

By our efforts it may not be possible to satisfy Your Divine Grace. Still it is better to have engaged in devotional service and not completed it than never to have tried at all.

tyaktva sva-dharmam caranambujam harer 

    bhajann apakvo ’tha patet tato yadi 

yatra kva vabhadram abhud amusya kim 

    ko vartha apto ’bhajatam sva-dharmatah

“One who has forsaken his material occupations to engage in the devotional service of the Lord may sometimes fall down while in an immature stage, yet there is no danger of his being unsuccessful. On the other hand, a nondevotee, though fully engaged in occupational duties, does not gain anything.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.5.17)

Srila Prabhupada, what you desire for us is all we can ever hope to be. You explain in your purport to Bhagavad-gita 2.46: “Therefore, revival of Krsna consciousness by the individual living entity is the highest perfectional stage of Vedic knowledge.”

Srila Prabhupada, we pray that you bring us out of ignorance so we can understand that this material world is a miserable place where there are dangers at every step.

Srila Prabhupada, kindly engage us more and more in assisting your preaching. Actually, you are doing all the preaching and we can only lend a hand. In aiding you, we will understand that unless we are Krsna conscious it will not be possible to control our senses. We learn from your purport to Bhagavad-gita 2.61:

The great sage Durvasa Muni picked a quarrel with Maharaja Ambarisa, and Durvasa Muni unnecessarily became angry out of pride and therefore could not check his senses. On the other hand, the king, although not as powerful a yogi as the sage, but a devotee of the Lord, silently tolerated all the sage’s injustices and thereby emerged victorious. The king was able to control his senses because of the following qualifications, as mentioned in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (9.4.18–20):

sa vai manah krsna-padaravindayor 

    vacamsi vaikuntha-gunanuvarnane 

karau harer mandira-marjanadisu 

    srutim cakaracyuta-sat-kathodaye 

mukunda-lingalaya-darsane drsau 

    tad-bhrtya-gatra-sparse ‘nga-sangamam 

ghranam ca tat-pada-saroja-saurabhe 

    srimat-tulasya rasanam tad-arpite 

padau hareh ksetra-padanusarpane 

    siro hrsikesa-padabhivandane 

kamam ca dasye na tu kama-kamyaya 

    yathottama-sloka-janasraya ratih

“King Ambarisa fixed his mind on the lotus feet of Lord Krsna, engaged his words in describing the abode of the Lord, his hands in cleansing the temple of the Lord, his ears in hearing the pastimes of the Lord, his eyes in seeing the form of the Lord, his body in touching the body of the devotee, his nostrils in smelling the flavor of the flowers offered to the lotus feet of the Lord, his tongue in tasting the Tulasi leaves offered to Him, his legs in traveling to the holy place where His temple is situated, his head in offering obeisances unto the Lord, and his desires in fulfilling the desires of the Lord . . . and all these qualifications made him fit to become a mat-para devotee of the Lord.”

Improving our attitude of surrender and service to you seems harder as time passes. As neophytes, without your physical presence we feel desperate. On this most wonderful day we request you to remove all hindrances to our remembering you in all that we do every day.

Sometimes we may get carried away and somehow think that we can imitate your activities as the acarya of ISKCON. This brings to mind the following verses from Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.33.30–31):
naitat samacarej jatu manasapi hy anisvarah 

vinasyaty acaran maudhyad yatha ’rudro ’bdhi-jam visam 

isvaranam vacah satyam tathaivacaritam kvacit 

tesam yat sva-vaco-yuktam buddhimams tat samacaret

“One should simply follow the instructions of the Lord and His empowered servants. Their instructions are all good for us, and any intelligent person will perform them as instructed. However, one should guard against trying to imitate their actions. One should not try to drink the ocean of poison in imitation of Lord Siva.” 

When will we ever learn the lesson that the only way to serve you properly is with humility? This basic principle seems to elude us all the time. Still, with all our shortcomings, because your mercy is unfathomable we have hope that we can come to the perfect stage.

You considered ISKCON Juhu your office. All the devotees here at your office beg to become your loyal staff members. Please bless us that we may take the responsibility of maintaining your office seriously.

Some devotees visited Juhu recently and stayed for a few days. These devotees were amazed at the amount of preaching that is going on here at your office. I would just like to list some of the programs that are going on for your pleasure.

Recently almost all the tenants have been settled elsewhere, and so now we can fully engage all of Hare Krishna Land in the service to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari.

Every month the devotees arrange a yoga retreat that is attended by all types of people.

Every Saturday night there is a follow-up program for those who have attended the yoga retreat.

Every Friday night there is class for students.

Sunday there are over eight different classes held at different times during the day.

House programs are a regular feature of congregational preaching.

Govinda’s restaurant is doing very well, with people giving wonderful appreciations in the guest book about the prasadam and service. Also, many favorable articles about Govinda’s have appeared in various newspapers and magazines in Mumbai.

ISKCON Juhu was the number-one book distribution temple in the world for 1999.

Thousands of people visit the temple every day and appreciate the beauty of your Deities.

The temple sweet shop is selling so many wonderful sweets that people travel for miles to come taste the prasadam.

Every day 250 schoolchildren from our own school and other schools chant Hare Krsna in the temple room.

Your BBT here at Juhu has become one of the largest in the world, with all of your book titles in print.

These are just some of the things going on at your office to enhance the preaching of your glories. Please bless your office staff that we may continue to serve and hopefully please you in some small way and thus make our lives perfect.

Your servants at your office in Juhu, Mumbai, India. 

Mumbai (Mira Road)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

We will be always grateful to you because you came all the way from the spiritual world and undertook lots of trouble and austerity in this material world to help us get out of the miserable material world and go back home, back to Godhead.

Srila Prabhupada, you personally guided a few fortunate souls, wrote many transcendental scriptures, and established temples (Vaikunthas) in the material world. By reading your books we come to know about the reality of spirit, matter, and the controller of both; we get a glimpse of the spiritual world, by which our consciousness changes from dirty, impure, material consciousness to ever-fresh, pure, spiritual consciousness; our desire to serve Krsna increases; our love for Krsna increases; and our desire to go back home, back to Godhead, increases. Before coming to ISKCON, we found every day tough and survival very difficult. Our relationships with people were difficult. Our lives would have been miserable had you not started ISKCON. Now, after coming to ISKCON, we find that every day is fresh, promising us more and more life and nectar. Our personal relationships are becoming sweeter and sweeter because we know that everybody is part and parcel of Krsna. Our lives have been saved by ISKCON.

Srila Prabhupada, all this is possible only because of you. What a lovely system you have given us! Just by chanting, dancing, feasting, and philosophizing we can go back home, back to Godhead.

Now that by your mercy we have tasted a little bit of the nectar of ISKCON, we would like to distribute that nectar to others by distributing your books and prasadam, conducting many preaching programs, etc. To achieve this, we beg at your lotus feet that you will continue to guide us. Srila Prabhupada, all we want is to please you. Srila Prabhupada, there is nothing else to live for. Please bless us and give us the strength to follow your orders.

Your servants at the ISKCON temple on Mira Road, Mumbai, India. 

Murari Sevaka

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Srila Prabhupada, please allow your words to become our very life. Without those words we are lost in confusion and we have no direction. Please allow your will to become our will and your desire to become our desire. You desired that we establish working models of varnasrama for all the world to see and emulate, self-sufficient communities where all forms of cottage industry thrive together in harmony. We tried to do this, as you desired, and we failed you. Reflecting on our mistakes, we tried again and yet again, and still we failed you. For this we beg your unlimited tolerance, patience, and forgiveness. 

We are like crippled men carrying the enormous weight of your instruction, taking one step toward pleasing you and then falling down, and still we struggle to take yet another step in the face of our failure. Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for allowing us the opportunity to try again, to start over and over and over if necessary. This is the proof of your causeless unlimited mercy, without which we can find no salvation. It is in this repeated trying that we can achieve a drop of your causeless mercy, and with that one drop we can conquer the whole world for your glory. 

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for not discarding us and casting us out, even though we deserve no place at your lotus feet. In our lame efforts to serve you may we achieve even the smallest measure of your wisdom, for with that wisdom we can understand how to accomplish your wishes. 

Dearest father, Srila Prabhupada, kindly work your will through us and allow us to be an instrument in your hands. Guide us in establishing this dream of a working model of varnasrama, a self-sufficient community in this place you have named Murari Sevaka. We must not settle for anything less than this. We have cried out to you in our darkest hour, and in response you have sent an army of Vaisnavas under the care or your renowned and capable servant Prithu dasa Prabhu, just to carry out your mission here at Murari Sevaka. May there be glorious success in their future here, and may our community rally together like never before in a new and vigorous effort. Kindly empower us to establish a self-sufficient working model of varnasrama for all to see, and in so doing reveal to the world your plan for the ideal society. Please allow us to be a small room in the house you have built. With your love as the shining light filling up this room and spilling out of the windows, Murari Sevaka will only then become the beacon light of the world, calling out to everyone to come home to Murari. Please use us as you see fit in fulfilling your purpose in this land known as Murari Sevaka.

Your devotees at Murari Sevaka, ISKCON’s farm community in Tennessee, USA.

Nagpur

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

On this auspicious day of your appearance in this world, the devotees at the ISKCON temple here offer their most humble obeisance at your lotus feet.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, the Nagpur temple is giving devotional association to thousands of people living outside. This association is given through Sunday feasts, festivals, harinamas, home programs, youth forums, prasadam distribution, Food for Life, and classes in the japa chanting of the maha-mantra, Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Srila Prabhupada, all your ISKCON centers are trying to give more association to these materialistic people. In this way the demoniac mentality can be vanquished.

satam prasangan mama virya-samvido

    bhavanti hrt-karna-rasayanah kathah

taj-josanad asv apavarga-vartmani

    sraddha ratir bhaktir anukramisyati

“In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is very pleasing and satisfying to the ear and the heart. By cultivating such knowledge one gradually becomes advanced on the path of liberation, and thereafter he is freed, and his attraction becomes fixed. Then real devotion and devotional service begin.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.25)

Srila Prabhupada, because of you, our future here in Nagpur is bright. You are our real father and well-wisher. A real father wants to see his son in a happy and secure position. “Even a little advancement on this path protects one from the most fearful type of danger.”

Srila Prabhupada, you are our real protector.

Today the entire world is placed in an awkward position because the demons have become more and more powerful. The demons are not interested in the welfare of the world. They sometimes make a show of religion, but their aim is material prosperity.

Those who are munayah, saintly persons following in the footsteps of Narada Muni, simply engage in the transcendental loving service of the Lord without any personal desire for sense gratification. Anyabhilasita-sunyam jnana-karmady-anavrtam. Either in this life or in the next, the only concern of such saintly devotees is to serve the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thus they are also absolute because they have no other desires. [Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.12.6 purport]

Srila Prabhupada, please help us become munayah.

Srila Prabhupada, please show your mercy to the Nagpur yatra so that it can proceed on the right path to fulfill Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s desire.

Srila Prabhupada, please help us free the Nagpur yatra from the reactions to past sins so that there will be no hindrance to its progress.

By surrendering to the Lord and praying for His causeless mercy, the devotee can progress on the path of complete self-realization. The Lord is addressed as fire because He can burn anything into ashes, including the sins of the surrendered soul. [Isopanisad 18, purport]

Srila Prabhupada, please help us become surrendered souls.

Srila Prabhupada’s Appearance Day ki jaya! Nagpur yatra ki jaya!

Your servants in Nagpur, India.

(written by Rasamandala dasa) 

New Badarikasrama

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you on your blessed Vyasa-puja day. All glories to your sankirtana movement! It is said that Lord Anantadeva has been extolling the transcendental qualities of the Supreme Lord with His numberless tongues and that for incalculable eons He has been baffled in His attempts to fully encompass all of Sri Krsna’s attributes. The same is true of your unlimited glories. So, with only one tongue, what can I say?

Although you have already fully equipped us to cross over this world of duhkhalayam asasvatam, you are still extending more and more of your causeless mercy without stint. Just as Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja describes Lord Caitanya as a gardener, so we can immediately recognize Your Divine Grace as the representative of that same transcendental gardener coming down in parampara. Not only are you constantly harvesting an abundance of fruits in the form of varieties of krsna-prema, but you are also freely distributing these sweet, nectarean fruits, and when the poor, hungry people eat, you smile. Upon tasting such spotless fruits, the jivas’ cheeks swell with a semblance of their original, authentic smiles and their eyes sparkle with soulful satisfaction.

Because you have so nicely presented the mature fruit of the desire tree of Vedic literatures, Srimad-Bhagavatam, it has become even more relishable for everyone. Your direct words, your books, your letters, and your perfect example of pure devotional service and surrender to guru and Krsna are some of the fruits you are freely bestowing intact to all sincere souls.

Just as a blade of grass cannot move without the sanction of Sri Krsna, so we cannot move without your order. You have salvaged us from the dry, desolate wasteland of impersonalism and voidism and transported us into the brave, new world of Krsna consciousness. Gorgeous Deities, sadhu-sanga, indispensable prasadam, self-purifying service to Krsna and so much more—what more can a soul desire?

Srila Prabhupada, you have molded us into missionary soldiers armed with the necessary ammunition, transcendental bombs, and devotional strength to wage war against Maya’s forces and to protect ourselves from our own lusty desires. How can we ever repay you for saving us? We cannot, but the least we can do is try to rededicate our lives to you and try to intensify our service to become more in tune with your instructions. We want to become tiny, transparent representatives of Your Divine Grace, constantly assessing ourselves according to the criteria you set for purity, humility, sincerity, and so on. Thank you for opening our eyes with the torch of spiritual knowledge and engaging us in assisting others as well. May we become worthy recipients of your mercy. 


Your humble servants at New Badarikasrama, Denver, Colorado, USA. 

New Delhi

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

On this most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, we are feeling a little despondent because you are not presiding over this occasion in your vapu form. But we feel a little solace because we know you are always present in your vani form through your books, lectures, tapes, conversations, etc.

You are the sena-pati devotee of Lord Caitanya who advented on this earth to propagate pure love of Krsna. Sena-pati means a “leader of the army,” and you are the true leader of Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana army.

By adjusting but not diluting the spiritual principles for the general masses, you have expertly devised the perfect means for making devotees of Lord Krsna these days. In the Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.4.18), it is stated:

kirata-hunandhra-pulinda-pulkasa

    abhira-sumbha yavanah khasadayah

ye ’nye ca papa yad-apasrayasrayah

    sudhyanti tasmai prabhavisnave namah

“Kiratas, Hunas, Andhras, Pulindas, Pulkasas, Abhiras, Sumbhas, Yavanas and members of the Khasa races, and even others addicted to sinful acts can be purified by taking shelter of the devotees of the Lord, for He is the supreme power. I beg to offer my respectful obeisances unto Him.”

You have proven this sloka true by turning countless souls in every walk of life into Lord Krsna’s devotees. You are the real purifier of mlecchas, Yavanas, Mongolians, etc.

On your Centennial Vyasa-puja we inaugurated a very prominent landmark in New Delhi, the beautiful and majestic home for Sri Sri Radha-Partha-sarathi and Glory of India Vedic Cultural Centre. We have worked unitedly to create these offerings for you. About the need for unity you once said, “Your love for me will be shown by how much you cooperate to keep this institution together when I am gone.”

Srila Prabhupada, please give us strength to cooperate with one another so that we can prove our love for you. You also said, “If you want to please me, distribute my books.” We have purchased two new sankirtana vehicles to distribute your books. Many foreign devotees joined the temple to help increase the distribution of your books, especially those from Russia. Furthermore, we are also constructing a big shop within the temple compound for book distribution.

You also said that nobody should go hungry within ten miles of your temples, and for that reason we have launched a massive Food for Life program for the poor. We have also opened a five-star restaurant, Govinda’s, for your pleasure. You also wanted us to preach vigorously. We are doing this by conducting many home programs, college preaching programs, and several yearly Ratha-yatras, along with regular harinama-sankirtana around the greater Delhi area. Our temple is attracting thousands of people every day, and within a year, by your transcendental blessings, we will be able to complete the Glory of India Experience-Museum. For the purity of our devotees here in the New Delhi temple, we are putting lots of emphasis on our sadhana, especially the morning program, including chanting sixteen good rounds, hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita, and full attendance at your guru-puja.

Srila Prabhupada, we pray at the dust of your lotus feet to please give us the strength to unite all your disciples and grand-disciples so that we can learn to love and trust one another. This alone will give us a very joyful, harmonious spiritual life. Actually, every single spirit soul is craving to love and be loved. Please give us the strength so that we can develop among ourselves the spiritual atmosphere of Goloka Vrndavana. In Goloka Vrndavana everybody works together, even if there are differences. In the spiritual world there are sometimes different parties among the gopis, but their aim is one, to please Krsna.

Once you said that one party could be right and another party could be wrong or vice versa, but that does not matter much. The principle of cooperation is even higher than who is right and who is wrong.

So please, Srila Prabhupada, ask Krsna to give us the strength to fulfill your most cherished desire, which is to reawaken our love, trust, and cooperation among ourselves. Srila Prabhupada, please give us the strength to keep on serving you life after life.

Your servants at Sri Sri Radha-Partha-sarathi Mandir, New Delhi, India.

New Dvaraka 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our prostrated obeisances. All glories to you!

On Sunday evenings Nirantara dasa begins his feast program announcements by welcoming one and all to New Dvaraka, “home of the world’s most famous, most beautiful Deities, Sri Sri Rukmini-Dvarakadhisa.” Since you installed and named these Deities, it’s impossible to take Their darsana without thinking of you.

You mentioned New Dvaraka in a letter to Dayananda dasa written in May of 1969: 

You have not mentioned when you are returning to Los Angeles. The idea of New Dvaraka in Los Angeles is developing there, and Tamala Krishna has already informed Mr. Leo Brown, the real estate man, to find out a bigger place than the present one. So when you return you try to complete it. I thank you very much for your nice surrendering attitude by placing yourself at my disposal. 

Dayananda Prabhu wrote about the circumstances surrounding your first visit to Los Angeles. 

I do remember the first time Prabhupada visited. We (Uddhava—shortly after replaced by Aniruddha—, Nandarani and I) opened the first temple in August 1967. In early 1968 Prabhupada returned from India to come to our fledgling center on Pico Blvd. He came via San Francisco Shyamsundar, Mukunda, and Murari came first to pave the way for him. Shyamsundar and Mukunda found an apartment, then Shyamsundar organized us into a painting crew, and the four of us stayed up all night painting the entire place white.

A couple of events stick clearly in my mind. When Prabhupada arrived, many devotees came from San Francisco and other places to accompany him. One morning we were all sitting in Prabhupada's apartment. Someone (maybe Janaki) asked him how he felt. Remember that he had been in India recuperating from his heart attack and had just arrived back in the U.S. Prabhupada replied that he had a headache. He said that there was pressure in his ears and that it had bothered him in the night. I was very impressed, because when I got a headache that was severe enough to bother me at night, I was deeply affected by the symptoms. I had been sitting there in front of Prabhupada watching him until he spoke about his headache and had not suspected that he was uncomfortable. I could understand that he had mastered tolerance of his body. I was deeply impressed by that.

I was in such awe of him. While I was driving him back to his apartment during the evening of the first day of his first visit, it was raining a little, a heavy California drizzle. I was so stunned with his presence next to me that I was struggling to see out of the window through the rain in the dark. I had forgotten all about the windshield wipers.

I also remember when Prabhupada moved in to his quarters on Watseka. A few of us had prepared his apartment. Tulasi das and I had built his bathroom. We moved him from his apartment, a place he called “the imitation Beverly Hills” because it was expensive (    600 a month). A small crew worked to prepare the temple for general habitation. Sometimes Prabhupada would inspect our progress. Later Karandhar and I jackhammered up the pavement for a small garden for Prabhupada.

At one period in 1971 Karandhar and I were in charge of the temple. Prabhupada had just given sannyasa initiation to Vishnu-jana, et al, and “reformed” ISKCON, instituting mandatory mangal aratrik attendance, etc. Prabhupada was seriously considering going to India to start the preaching there. Rupanuga and Bhagavan had come to L.A. Prabhupada had a meeting in his garden (Rupanuga, Bhagavan, Karandhar, and I) where he asked us our opinion of whether he should go to India. I remember Rupanuga strongly felt the movement in the U.S. needed Prabhupada’s guidance. We were all deeply affected by the fact that the movement had gone somewhat astray. Someone else supported Prabhupada’s interest in going to India. Prabhupada asked each of us our opinion. Being somewhat overwhelmed by all that was going on at the time, I made a feeble attempt at diplomacy, saying, “I think you should do whatever is your desire, Srila Prabhupada.” Prabhupada shot back at me, “My desire is to spread this sankirtana movement all over the world.” I was stunned. This event made a deep impression on my psyche. I am still learning things from this one “simple” exchange.

In a 1975 arrival address here in New Dvaraka you emphasized the necessity of simply following spiritual predecessors . . .

Prabhupada: (leads prema-dhvani) . . . Ganga-mayi ki jaya! New Dvaraka Dhama ki jaya! New Dvaraka Dhama ki jaya! Samaveta bhakta-vrnda ki jaya! All glories to the assembled devotees! All glories to the assembled devotees! All glories to the assembled devotees! Thank you very much. [devotees offer obeisances] So I shall go now? Speaking something? Our speaking is the same, harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam.

Devotees: Haribol! Prabhupada!

Prabhupada: We have no new discovery. We don’t manufacture. This is our process. We simply follow the predecessor’s instruction. That’s all. Our movement is very easy because we haven’t got to manufacture something. We simply repeat the words and the instruction given by the predecessor. Krsna instructed Brahma, Brahma instructed Narada, Narada instructed Vyasadeva, Vyasadeva instructed Madhvacarya, and, in this way, then Madhavendra Puri, Isvara Puri, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, then the Six Gosvamis, then Srinivasa Acarya, Kaviraja Gosvami, Narottama dasa Thakura, Visvanatha Cakravarti, Jagannatha dasa Babaji, Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Gaurakisora dasa Babaji, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, and then we are doing the same thing. There is no difference. That is the specific procedure of the Krsna consciousness movement. You are singing daily, guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya, ar na koriho mane asa. Very simple thing. We are receiving the transcendental knowledge through guru-parampara succession. So we have to simply take instruction from guru, and if we execute that to our heart and soul, that is success. That is practical.

Not only did you convince us that Krsna is God on the basis of the abovementioned parampara presentation, you also convinced us that service to Him is for our benefit. This you clearly stated in the following excerpt from your Teachings of Queen Kunti:
Why then are we worshiping Krsna in the temple by offering Krsna so many comforts, dressing Him, decorating Him, and giving Him nice food? We should try to understand that Krsna does not need our offerings of nice garments, flowers, or food, but if we give such offerings to Krsna, we shall benefit. Thus it is Krsna’s favor that He accepts such offerings. If one decorates oneself, one’s reflection in a mirror will also appear decorated. Similarly, since we are reflections of Krsna, if we decorate Krsna we also shall be decorated. In the Bible it is said that man was made in the image of God, and this means that we are reflections of God’s image. It is not that we invent or imagine some form of God according to our own form. Those who adhere to the Mayavada philosophy of anthropomorphism say, “The Absolute Truth is impersonal, but because we are persons we imagine that the Absolute Truth is also a person.” This is a mistake, and in fact just the opposite is true. We have two hands, two legs, and a head because God Himself has these same features. We have personal forms because we are reflections of God. Furthermore, we should philosophically understand that if the original person benefits, the reflection also benefits. So if we decorate Krsna, we also shall be decorated. If we satisfy Krsna, we shall become satisfied. If we offer nice food to Krsna, we shall also eat the same food. Those who live outside the temples of Krsna consciousness may never have imagined such palatable food as the food we are offering to Krsna, but because it is being offered to Krsna, we also have the opportunity to eat it. So we should try to satisfy Krsna in all respects, and then we shall be satisfied in all respects.

Krsna does not need our service, but He kindly accepts it. When Krsna asks us to surrender unto Him (sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja), this does not mean that Krsna is lacking servants and that if we surrender He will profit. Krsna can create millions of servants by His mere desire. So that is not the point. But if we surrender to Krsna, we shall be saved, for Krsna says, aham tvam sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami: “I shall free you from all sinful reactions.” We are suffering here in this material world without any shelter.

As always, your seemingly extemporaneous remarks are strictly and directly based on the statements of sastra. The following verse from the seventh canto of the Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.9.11) illustrates this fact:

naivatmanah prabhur ayam nija-labha-purno
  manam janad avidusah karuno vrnite

yad yaj jano bhagavate vidadhita manam
  tac catmane prati-mukhasya yatha mukha-srih

“The Supreme Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is always fully satisfied in Himself. Therefore when something is offered to Him, the offering, by the Lord’s mercy, is for the benefit of the devotee, for the Lord does not need service from anyone. To give an example, if one’s face is decorated, the reflection of one’s face in a mirror is also seen to be decorated.” 

Therefore, dearmost Srila Prabhupada, it is ultimately for our own benefit that in 1999 the fortunate residents of New Dvaraka Dhama, on your order and for your pleasure, distributed 149,503 pieces of literature. The New Dvaraka gift shop, Govinda’s Imports, increased its sales of devotional paraphernalia and accessories by 132%, and Govinda’s Buffet increased its prasadam sales by 28%.

We hope that you are pleased by these offerings, and we sincerely pray that you will allow us to continue to try to please you eternally.

Your disciples and grand-disciples in New Dvaraka Dhama, Los Angeles, California, USA.

New Gokula

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances on this auspicious day, when we celebrate your first Vyasa-puja in the new millennium by gathering together at the lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha-Gokulananda to extol your virtues, enunciate expressions of our gratitude to you, and once again pledge to serve Their Supreme Lordships under your blessed guidance. We are blind, and it is only you who can light up our paths with your shining torchlight of knowledge.

You came to Australia on a number of occasions. Your desire was to fan the spark of devotional service that you had ignited into a spiritual brush fire for the inhabitants of this country. This flame is continuously swelling and abating, but because you were so diligent in explaining bhakti to the parched ears of the fallen souls, that fire is still burning. Our commitment to you is to keep it burning, and we will continue to fan it so as to provide all the conditioned souls with an opportunity to relish service at Krsna’s lotus feet.

You transformed our existence from one of abject misery, hopelessness, and despair to a life with a spiritual future full of happiness and fulfillment. Only you and no one else could create such a transformation in the fallen souls who have taken birth in this Age of Kali.

May we serve you by following the instructions you wrote in your wonderful books. We’d like to thank you for providing shelter for us on this small but happy and peaceful farming community, and we’d like to join with our Godbrothers and -sisters in helping you, Srila Prabhupada, to save the world.

Your fallen servants at the New Gokula farm community near Sydney, Australia.

(written by Vasusrestha dasa)

New Goloka 

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our obeisances on this most auspicious day of your appearance. We are very grateful that Krsna has given us this opportunity to glorify His dearmost servant. 

You came alone to a foreign country and spread the confidential message of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thank you for giving us this knowledge and for giving us the opportunity to give it to others.

You have kindly sent us Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda to worship and give us inspiration. Our humble attempt is to follow your instructions purely. The most important thing is to remain under the shelter and guidance of your lotus feet. All that we need can be found in your books, lectures, and tapes. By following your program for sadhana, beginning with the morning program, we see how nicely both junior and senior devotees are advancing.

Deity worship, prasadam and book distribution, harinama, and college preaching are all going on as an offering of gratitude to you. We are happy to see the results of more and more souls coming to learn about Krsna. Our temple no longer consists solely of a handful of devotees but extends to a congregation across the state. The stability of the temple has increased as devotees take up different occupations and contribute their talents and finances to the temple. We hope to provide a proper environment for the children to grow in, both materially and spiritually. We know how much care and concern you have for these Vaikuntha children, and we pray to be able to train them to be first-class devotees of Lord Krsna.

Where would we be without you, Srila Prabhupada? You have given us everything we know about Krsna, and on this day we would like to rededicate ourselves to your transcendental mission. We pray for your blessings so that we may continue to serve you and remain faithful to your instructions.

Your servants at New Goloka, Hillsborough, North Carolina, USA.

New Govardhana

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you!

Srila Prabhupada, any honest person who studies your life will conclude that you were not an ordinary conditioned soul governed by the harsh laws of material nature. It is evident from a careful study of your life that you perfectly displayed the twenty-six qualities of a pure devotee of Krsna listed in the Caitanya-caritamrta. Such a great and magnanimous soul as you is rarely found within this material realm, and due to your unparalleled purity and exalted status as an intimate associate of the Supreme Lord, you are worshipable by the entire world. 

You exhibited your mercy by opening hundreds of temples, printing millions of books, and sending disciples all over the world to teach Krsna consciousness. Your mercy fell everywhere, like pleasing rain upon the burning hearts of this age. Here in San Diego we are forever grateful for your mercy. We are continuing with college preaching, we have ecstatic Sunday Love Feasts, and we have a wonderful dinner program every evening with Bhagavad-gita classes.

You always spoke boldly and truthfully, never altering the pure message to attract followers, fame, and money. You presented a simple and easy process of spiritual life handed down through the disciplic succession. There are many editions of Bhagavad-gita, but yours is Bhagavad-gita As It Is because you only repeated the exact message spoken by the Supreme Lord Himself.

You have given us wonderful philosophy to live by, knowledge of our true spiritual identities, beautiful Deities (like Radha-Giridhari here in San Diego) to worship, the all-auspicious holy name of Krsna, delicious krsna-prasadam, and wonderful devotee communities for our shelter all over the world. You selflessly gave of yourself at every step, always exhibiting the magnanimous nature of a pure devotee of Krsna.

I remember one lecture you gave in Los Angeles, stating that you were “horrified at the thought of taking sannyasa,” but you surrendered to the calling of your beloved Gurudeva. You lived very simply in a tiny room at the Radha-Damodara temple, preparing for your eventual journey to the West. After preaching vigorously in the West for several years you had access to much opulence, yet you never claimed any of it as your own. You used every penny in the service of Krsna. We are forever grateful to you.

Desires are eternally flowing like a river from our hearts, but this process of Krsna consciousness that you have given us can change the quality of those desires from material to spiritual. You are desireless. Your only interest lies in satisfying the transcendental senses of Lord Krsna.

You once said that if you had simply sat beneath a tree and preached, very few people would have come to listen. Therefore, to effectively deliver the message of Lord Caitanya, you worked tirelessly to construct beautiful ornate temples, like the one here in San Diego. You never settled comfortably to enjoy these facilities. You chose to follow a rigorous schedule of travel and preaching that even the youngest and healthiest of your disciples could not keep pace with. You were totally indifferent to material acquisition.

When you were instructed by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura to preach Krsna consciousness in English, you took this order as your life and soul and fixed your determination upon carrying it out diligently. Alone, you undertook the treacherous sea journey to America at the age of seventy, coming to this place of voidism and impersonalism, where madness prevails and the weather is cold! We are forever grateful to you.

You often displayed the mood of devout humility. You never took credit for your many successes but always preferred to acknowledge your beloved Gurudeva, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, and the assistance given to you by your disciples.

You were a most vibrant personality, abounding with laughter and spiritual enjoyment, yet you were always serious about Krsna consciousness. You never forgot Lord Krsna, even for a moment, and in this way you taught us the real meaning of gravity.
When you were a young man following Gandhi, you expressed that India first needed to be politically free before its spiritual message would be accepted abroad. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta responded by using logic and scriptural evidence to prove that Krsna consciousness alone could rid India as well as the rest of the world of all forms of material suffering. Because you were not defiant, you graciously surrendered to his conclusion and accepted him as your spiritual guide.

You were respectful to all living beings because you saw them as parts and parcels of the Supreme Lord Krsna, with whom you were fully in love. You taught us to honor and respect all life, not only by promoting vegetarianism but by offering our simple food to Krsna, to gain His mercy. We are forever grateful to you.

You saw the spiritual nature of all beings, regardless of their temporary material forms. You were always trying to uplift everyone equally, just as Lord Nityananda did with Jagai and Madhai. We are forever grateful to you.

You exhibited cleanliness, both internally and externally. Your heart and mind were constantly submerged in the purifying waters of love of God. Your cleanliness was so profound and far-reaching that you purified the lives of anyone who came in contact with you. Previously we had no concept of spiritual or bodily cleanliness. We are forever grateful to you.

You once described the mind of a pure devotee as being very peaceful, like a pond filled with crystal-clear water. Shouldering the immense pressure and responsibility of a worldwide spiritual family with its problems, you gracefully gave out love, guidance, and practical instructions with full composure, never losing touch with your peaceful Lord Krsna.

In the material world, when a person attains a position of high authority, he often becomes influenced by false pride and loses the quality of gentleness in his behavior. You, however, although the world’s greatest spiritual authority, never displayed even a drop of false pride and always maintained a mildness around which everyone felt at ease.

You were poetic, not only in the literary sense, as evidenced by your beautiful poems glorifying your beloved Gurudeva and Lord Krsna, but in every aspect of your personality as well. Your gestures, walking, talking, singing, smiling, dancing, and worship were all done with natural poetic grace, as befitting a swanlike pure devotee of the Lord.

You once said “Never was there a moment when I have not thought of Krsna in this life.” Your unwavering remembrance of Krsna provides the perfectly effulgent example of spiritual sanity. By following this example, we will become free from the clutches of the material illusion. We are forever grateful to you.

You were free from the four material defects, namely, the tendency to commit mistakes, to be in illusion, to cheat others, and to possess imperfect senses. Because you performed devotional activities in a mood of full surrender to Lord Krsna, you were guided by the personal hand of the Lord and were therefore faultless. 

Despite several heart attacks, your advanced age, and many other ordeals, you single-handedly planted the seed of devotional service in the hearts of thousands of fallen souls. You were able to do this because you were completely free from material attachment and fully surrendered to Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada, although you received the most opulent prasadam, you only took modest portions and distributed the remainder to the devotees. You took great pleasure in seeing all the devotees eating krsna-prasadam. We are forever grateful to you.

The six bad qualities were absent from your nature. You were like a great gem moving in the brilliant light of pure devotional service. We too can become free of lust, anger, greed, illusion, madness, and envy by trying to please you and by enthusiastically serving your mission.

Recently a woman commented to me, “Your teacher has done more for this planet than anyone I know.” Your welfare work of spiritually uplifting the inhabitants of this planet will go on for the next ten thousand years. We are forever grateful to you.

You were so expert that you miraculously ignited a spiritual explosion that is resonating ever more powerfully throughout the world. You came to America with so little—one trunk of books and seven dollars—but you gave so much. 

Silence means to engage the tongue in speaking only topics related to Krsna. Your words are a river of nectar flowing mercifully into the hearts of the devotees, and in due course of time this mighty river will silence the nonsense of all souls suffering in this world. 

You were compassion personified, dedicating every breath to spreading Krsna consciousness, resting only a few hours a night to keep body and soul together. We are forever grateful to you.

You always signed your letters “Your ever well-wisher.” Your spiritual friendship is the rarest of gems, and it behooves all of us to appreciate, revere, and guard it as our life’s dearest treasure. We here at the San Diego temple love you very much and feel forever grateful for everything you have given us. We pray that we may be able to eternally serve you to our utmost ability.

Your devoted servants at New Govardhana Dhama, San Diego, California, USA.

New Hastinapura

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Vyasa-puja offerings are meant for glorifying you. They are not meant for venting grievances. How do we glorify you with our words? The pure devotee is beyond the glory built only on words. The Absolute Truth cannot be accessed just through words but through living words, acts of devotion. As disciples and grand-disciples in your family, we can sincerely glorify your heart and soul by glorifying your movement. We can move forward in this movement and reach you, our spiritual master, only when we follow in your footsteps. That is the real glorification. But those who take religious life for granted will not be able to see the footprints of the truth and will end up venting grievances. 

A person’s footprints are at the lowest place but also the most significant position, the foundation. The footprints represent the basis of spiritual life and the fundamental principle defining a person. When we see the lotus footprints of Krsna, all the signs are visible on the soles of His feet. Similarly, we can also see your signs, Srila Prabhupada, by following your example.

While wandering in a corner of the forest, the gopis saw Sri Krsna’s footprints, which appeared mixed with Srimati Radharani’s. Seeing these footprints perturbed them greatly, and they declared that surely Srimati Radharani must have worshiped Krsna with unusual excellence, since She had been privileged to associate with Him in seclusion. [Srimad-Bhagavatam 10:30, Summary]

We are privileged to serve you, Srila Prabhupada, and through pure-hearted service our footprints can also mix with yours. When we recognize that your footprints are in our hearts, we will be able to follow in your footsteps. If we don’t recognize your footprints in our heart, we are choosing to place ours in the dust of the material desert. 

When we want to follow you truthfully, we must first understand and practice the basic ABC principles of spiritual life. You have explained in Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.17.41: “If a brahmana is not truthful, all his claims as a brahmana at once become null and void. If a sannyasi is illicitly connected with women, all his claims as a sannyasi at once become false.”

Srila Prabhupada, you are a living example of what it means to be a human being, what it means to be a brahmana, a sannyasi, and a guru. A human being is conscious about spirit, of which he is a part. A brahmana is conscious about spiritual knowledge, of which he is a servant. A sannyasi is conscious about austerity, of which he is a master. A guru is conscious about teaching the Absolute Truth, of which he is a student.

Now the clock has clicked into the next millennium. Do we know what is right and what is wrong? In the deep darkness of Kali-yuga the only light to guide us is the path traversed by the pure devotees. Do we know that to truly love you, Srila Prabhupada, means to love one another? It means learning from our faults, trying to correct them, and working together to push on Lord Caitanya’s mission.

Do we really know that we are not the body? Do we realize that this movement is your transcendental body? At least we should sacrifice our useless flesh and bones, full of lust, envy, and greed, to take our place in the living body of your Krsna consciousness movement. This is how we will make your mission successful. We have to be very serious to become living truth so that we can live the clear vision of you, our spiritual father. This is the real glorification of Vyasa-puja. Only in this way can we truly honor you, Srila Prabhupada, because you know the direct path to the lotus feet of Sri Krsna, the source of our life and love. 

Your eternal servants at New Hastinapura Dhama, Potomac, Maryland, USA. 

(written by Lila-manjari-devi dasi) 

New Jagannatha Puri

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada, who are the founder-acarya of ISKCON and the Golden Age of Lord Caitanya!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Your Divine Grace wanted the ISKCON Berkeley center to develop as a most important educational center in this transcendental movement of Lord Caitanya. Your pure desire is slowly but surely coming to pass. You declared that the Bhaktivedanta Institute is the most important preaching arm of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. About two years ago, your servants in the Bhaktivedanta Institute got involved with the management of New Jagannatha Puri Dhama. Now we have been given the task of developing this place for your transcendental satisfaction. Back in 1967, almost as soon as you started your ISKCON, you invited Lord Jagannatha to manifest Himself and bless us in the Bay Area. Since then you have changed the lives of so many souls in the Bay Area. By worshiping the most wonderful deities of Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, Their Lordships Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Lady Subhadra, and Sri Sri Radha-Gokulananda, and Your Divine Grace, we are sure that Lord Jagannatha will certainly send all His servants back to this temple, so that preaching from this temple will certainly expand as per your divine plans.

These servants will certainly include all kinds of devotees. Some of them will maintain all the temple programs you have given us. Others will certainly develop the tools necessary for taking this movement into the academic arena. When your vision for New Jagannatha Puri gradually manifests, your glories will expand into new intellectual and scholarly realms. As Krsna is expanding constantly, so are your glories expanding constantly. 

You came into this world in 1896, enacted your manifest pastimes for eighty-one years, and continue to guide countless conditioned souls through your most authoritative Bhaktivedanta purports. The devotees in this movement are maintained and nourished by these purports, which are your transcendental ecstasies. The Golden Age of Lord Caitanya within Kali-yuga will last as long as conditioned souls take shelter of your books. Your Divine Grace has declared this. Your books will be the law books for mankind for the next ten thousand years. One can actually associate with Your Divine Grace by reading your divine books. Please let us take shelter of your books more. Please empower us to increase the distribution of your books dramatically in the San Francisco Bay area. Someone might think this will be very difficult to achieve, but we have firm faith that the sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya, as embodied in your ISKCON (i.e., your body), is like the waxing moon. It will expand like anything in the coming years. Eventually everyone will become a harijana. 

We fully expect that the new millennium will be the millennium of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. We read in a Vyasa-puja offering some years ago that the Golden Age of Lord Caitanya started in the five hundredth year after Lord Caitanya’s appearance—that means the Golden Age started in 1986. I think it took at least five hundred years for Christianity to get popular, so history will no doubt repeat itself in the case of Lord Caitanya’s movement. Naturally, as Lord Caitanya’s glories become known, your place as Lord Caitanya’s foremost general will also become known. Millions of people will assemble to chant your glories. At that time, unprecedented peace and tranquility will descend upon the earth. Humanity is realizing that it is suffering; but they don’t know why, and they don’t know how they can transform the face of the earth by supporting and participating in the sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya and Your Divine Grace.

Srila Prabhupada, we beg to remain your eternal servants and to increase our commitment to preaching the glories of Lord Caitanya and the glories of Your Divine Grace.

Your servants at New Jagannatha Puri Dhama, ISKCON Berkeley.

New Naimisaranya

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. You are liberating the fallen souls by your causeless mercy. Millions of conditioned souls wander in the material world, but only a few meet a pure devotee, by the grace of Krsna. And by the pure devotee’s grace the fallen souls can easily cross the ocean of material miseries:

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva

guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. Some of them are being elevated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary systems. Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Krsna. By the mercy of both Krsna and the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 19.151)

One has to cultivate the creeper of devotional service by the watering process, which is to chant the maha-mantra, Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. When the creeper begins to grow, one has to take special care to check any weeds that might kill the creeper. These unwanted plants appear in the form of the ten offenses to the holy name.

For the sincere devotee following the footprints you left behind by your mercy, the way back home, back to Godhead, is safe and secure. You are distributing freely the nectar of this sankirtana movement of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In a letter written in September of 1972, you revealed your unlimited causeless mercy upon the fallen conditioned souls: “The spiritual master accepts the sinful activities of his disciples from the first initiation. I may give initiation very easily, but what can I do? I am prepared to go to hell for the service of Lord Caitanya.”

Praying at your lotus feet, we offer our eternal obeisances again and again. 

Your eternal servants at New Naimisaranya, Miami, Florida, USA.

New Nilacala

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to your lotus feet!

We feel ourselves humbled and ever grateful to have been given a place at your feet in the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-sampradaya. You have proven the heroism of the true Vaisnava, breaking the boundaries of history and grace, shining forth the irrefutable glory of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

It has been analyzed that the commitment of the spiritual master to his disciples can be understood from three factors: from the degree of responsibility (measured in time) taken to train the disciples, the amount of risk (in sacrificing personal comforts) undergone to create and maintain disciples, and the facilities (books, temples, and Deities) furnished by the guru for the advancement and deliverance of his disciples. By these criteria, your preeminent position among all spiritual masters is supremely evident. Srila Prabhupada, we are totally convinced of your abiding commitment to your followers. In reciprocation, we simply pray that we may become even a fraction as committed to you and your will.
The spiritual master’s duty and natural characteristic is to be gaura-vani, the personification of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s teachings. This is so by dint of both his words and his actions. Srila Prabhupada, we can only marvel at your remarkable authentication in this capacity.

In Sri Caitanya-candramrta Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati glorifies Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and reveals His magnanimous nature. In one particularly memorable text (78), there appears a list that summarizes all who have been rescued by the Lord’s mercy. The categories are given to clearly establish the magnificence of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s liberality: papiyan—the most sinful; hina-jatih—those who are without respectable birth or lineage, the lowest born; duhsilah—those of base character; duskarmanam sima—those breaking new ground in sinful activities (pioneers of sin; those in the vanguard of sinful acts); svapaca-adhamah—the vilest of dog-eaters; satatam durvasanadhyah—those constantly enriched by sinfulness; durdesa prabhavah—those born in sinful countries; tatra vihita-avasah—those continuing to reside in such sinful places; duhsangatah nastah—those destroyed by bad company.

The Lord delivered all these—and how perfect a description of the inhabitants of the Western world it is! This is the transcendent vision of Prabodhananda Sarasvati in the sixteenth century. Who could have known how accurate these words were to become? The question may arise, How and when did Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu deliver those born in sinful countries who continue to reside there? The clear answer is that He did so, and continues to do so, through Your Divine Grace. 

Your servants at New Nilacala Dhama, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.

New Orleans

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your transcendental loving service. Please allow us to be a small grain of sand in the dust of your lotus feet.

Superficially, the situation of most of the devotees in this yatra resembles yours. You came from India to America, and so have most of us. And as you preached, so must we. We must attain your merciful grace to effectively benefit the conditioned souls. We can do this by being determined and striving to match a little of your intensity in our labors.

Unlike you, most of us are young and married (or are soon to be). Hopefully, as our lives progress we will remain devoted to your mission. We promise to serve your divine lotus feet by maintaining Sri Sri Radha–Radha-Kanta’s temple and engaging all in their service.

Srila Prabhupada, you worked tirelessly to save the Western world from maya. Please bless us so that we may follow in your footsteps and help save the conditioned souls in this town from the sufferings of Kali-yuga. Please allow us to serve your disciples and help them develop the Krsna consciousness movement you started. Please free us from personal ambition and help us see everyone with pure spiritual vision. Please help us be fully devoted to your mission, not only ready to sacrifice the fruits of our labor but prepared to dedicate our bodies, minds, and words for Their Lordships’ service.

Please help us chant without offense and teach this chanting throughout the city. We want to distribute your books and prasadam for the eternal benefit of the local populace. We pray that we will not become lethargic about your service or become immersed in our own acquisitions.

Please never let us fall into the hellish maya of the tamasic and rajasic gunas but keep us in Krsna consciousness. We remain ever dedicated to your service, Srila Prabhupada. Please accept us.

Sincerely,

Your loving servants at Sankirtana Puri, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. 

New Ramana Reti, 

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. In great spiritual delight we come together today as a large spiritual family to honor your auspicious Vyasa-puja.

New Ramana Reti is a diverse community of about six hundred devotees. Diversity can cause lack of cohesion, and we aren’t always fixed on a unity of purpose. Our varying interests, responsibilities, and philosophical, cultural, and age differences often keep us separate and interacting within smaller groups in the community. Still, some events call us to together, either in service or in our life struggles. They are the potent, uplifting experiences that draw upon us to set our differences aside and become one in interest. In fact, these experiences give us life and energy long after they are over, for there is nothing as powerful as unity in devotion. Such experiences allow us to glimpse the possibility of becoming one in interest with the desire of the Lord. Thus they are important life-forming experiences that bring us closer to our goal and to your desire for our lives.

We at New Ramana Reti came together to build a temple for Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai. Then we came together to beautify the temple and your property here. This past year we came together to mourn the passing of close friends and family, to celebrate new life, and to assist those in illness. Each experience strengthens friendships, devotion, and a sense of community.

As much as these community-building experiences have brought us together, though, there is no unifying principle as powerful as you, Srila Prabhupada. Notably, it is your Vyasa-puja that brings us together as a community as no other event or activity can.

You bring us together, Srila Prabhupada. Your ability to unify greatly divergent groups of people is one of your distinguishing devotional qualities, and it served you well in implanting Krsna consciousness around the globe. We marvel at your ability to bring together so much diversity in a harmonious offering at Krsna’s lotus feet. Such is the spiritual power of your devotion and desire.

You showed us that unity is attainable, but not automatic. It takes patience, diligence, and effort to create unity. Undeviating in purpose, you worked with a variety of personalities, coaching us to stay fixed on the singular goal of pleasing Krsna regardless of our differences.

You showed us while you were here—and you give us hope now—that oneness of purpose is possible, even among the members of our diverse group. Srila Prabhupada, you are the glue in our lives. You are the reason we stay together at all. Your pleasure is the focus of our lives, and we find you in the center of all our thoughts. What you have taught us has formed who we are. It is your purity of purpose, your genuine love for us, that attracts us to your side. When so much is working to tear apart the movement you created and wanted us to spread cooperatively, you keep us in one piece individually and collectively.

And even as we are brought together to face the trials of life or embrace the bliss of service, it is to you whom we turn at every step. It is to your books that we go for solace and enlightenment. It is to your example that we go for strength and encouragement. It is to your memory that we go to lighten our burdens. It is to your murti that we come year after year to celebrate Vyasa-puja. It is to you whom we come to reveal our hearts in love and prayer.

O Srila Prabhupada, hear our prayer. Obeisances to you! All glories to you! Our differences melt away as we gaze upon your golden form and sit together in love for you, chanting Hare Krsna and hearing about you. Take us as your property; use each one of us as instruments of your unifying power. In so doing, allow us to glorify you and bring hope and happiness to many, many people. Allow us to make our desire one with your desire, and to work as one unit at Krsna’s lotus feet.

Your servants at ISKCON New Ramana Reti, Alachua, Florida, USA.

New Talavan

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Certainly you are merged in the blissful internal potency of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, your worshipful Lord.

We are trying to work together to fulfill your mission here despite our differences. We are learning to respect one another and not be so puffed up by our slight material acquisitions. We are looking real hard to see one another as pure spiritual beings completely under the Lord’s supervision. We want to love you by showing our appreciation for one another.

We are also realizing one of the most important aspects of Vedic culture: proper respect for bona fide authority, beginning from God and extending down to the brahmanas, government officials, property owners, and elders. Especially parents and grandparents, but also children, and even living entities in lower species, also deserve our respect and compassion. Then what to speak of the higher beings? This is the Krsna conscious mentality we want to cultivate.

By your grace we can understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead, His spiritual abodes, and the material creations with all its men, demigods, and animals. Thus by your mercy we can transcend this material kingdom and enter into the Absolute Truth’s divine realm. Thus we are forever indebted to you, unlike the Mayavadi disciples who supposedly transcend their Gurudeva. I cannot imagine missing the nectar you have given. Surely you are the siksa-guru for the whole world, but especially for the Western world. We are eternally indebted to you because you have unlimitedly increased our opportunity to drink the nectar of the Lord’s divine names, forms, qualities, pastimes, entourage, and paraphernalia. 

So we’re trying to please you and pay our eternal debt to you by being Krsna conscious, beginning with expressing love, respect, and appreciation for one another—especially for our superiors; older people, sannyasis, gurus, learned scholars, heads of state, other officials, etc. However, just as when we were young, serving you meant delivering your message to the world, including many superiors. Part of the preaching art is to be able to articulate the Absolute Truth to everyone, whether younger or older, superior or subordinate. Please help us in this regard by appealing to Krsna to bestow His grace upon us so that we may become better instruments at your lotus feet.

Your servants at the New Talavan farm community in Mississippi, USA.

New Varsana

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

I Look Ahead to You

Srila Prabhupada,

I want to follow you.

The path ahead looms treacherous and narrow,

Many distractions block my way,

I wander aimlessly into markets and bazaars,

They allure me with their bright colors and dazzling lights.

I look ahead to you.

Your face is grave and urgent,

You beckon to me, “Come, come!”

I drop my cheap trinkets and follow again.

The narrow path begins to widen,

A fiery sun beats down relentlessly,

I see a shady tree and rest awhile,

A hand shakes my shoulder gently,

The sun is sinking fast—I have slept too long.

I look ahead to you.

Your face is caring but stern,

You beckon to me, “Don’t delay, don’t delay!”

I shake off my slumber and walk once more in your shadow.

A gray stone wall now confronts me,

Thick, cold, and hard—too high to scale.

It is night now, my darkest hour;

I struggle pathetically and cry out in pain.

I look ahead to you.

Your face is kind and reassuring.

You beckon to me, “Push on, push on!”

A strong hand lifts me up.

I drop exhausted to the other side.

The sun rises once more. 

The path ahead seems long and endless.

I want to give up, go back to that shady tree.

I sit down dejected, an ocean of self-pity.

I look ahead to you.

Your face is determined and unyielding.

You beckon to me, “Be strong, be strong!”

A hand grabs me and pulls me abruptly to my feet.

I trudge behind, grumbling but grateful.

Srila Prabhupada,

I want to follow you.

I stumble, I fall, I weaken, I hesitate,

But I look ahead to you.

Your instructions beckon me,

They inspire me with strength and hope,

Tiny glimpses of a transcendental realm,

A goal worth any struggle.

I pray to follow always in your footsteps.

I look ahead to you, Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you, eternal master and guide!

Your servants at the New Varsana farm in New Zealand.

(written by Vimala-devi dasi)

New Vrndavana

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your sweet lotus feet. 

You have kindly given us Sri Sri Radha-Vrndavana-candra to mercifully watch over us. How many mistakes we have made in Their presence, we are not able to count! Only because of your love for Them and us have we survived countless deviations and falldowns. 

Putting the community back on track has taken much more effort than simply following your instructions in the first place! If we can serve your society by demonstrating what not to do, we will be satisfied that we have done some service. Your representatives have kindly accepted our attempts to rectify ourselves by allowing us to host their annual meetings two years in a row! We pray that we can continue to be the servants of your servants.

Your causeless mercy is our only hope to reach the realm of spiritual love.

Our feeble endeavors would be useless without your compassion from above.

You’ve given knowledge of Krsna “as it is” by your complete divine purity.

Were it not for this, we would surely be lost in ignorant, dark obscurity.

Your pure devotional service was not hindered by a form of flesh,

and now is not impeded by the lack of that outward dress.

You put your good instructions into law books for ten thousand years,

and thus are still giving guidance which will vanquish all material fears.

All glories to you, Jagat-Guru, our spiritual master now, today!

All glories to your full-potent readiness to accept all who will come your way!

Dear Srila Prabhupada, ever well-wisher of each spirit soul,

Please help us, we beg, to follow all of and only what you have told!

Your insignificant servants in New Vrndavana, West Virginia, USA. 

New York (Brooklyn)

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

naisam matis tavad urukramanghrim

    sprsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah

mahiyasam pada-rajo-’bhisekam

    niskincananam na vrnita yavat

“Unless they smear upon their bodies the dust of the lotus feet of a Vaisnava completely freed from material contamination, persons very much inclined toward materialistic life cannot be attached to the lotus feet of the Lord, who is glorified for His uncommon activities. Only by becoming Krsna conscious and taking shelter at the lotus feet of the Lord in this way one can be freed from material contamination.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.5.32)

Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

All glories to Your Divine Grace, Sri Sri Radha-Govinda’s pure and unflinchingly devoted servant! 

Although you sometimes referred to yourself as the “most unfortunate insignificant beggar,” actually we know you to be quite the opposite of that, Srila Prabhupada. Your are the most fortunate devotee because you understand, know, and love Lord Krsna, the reservoir of pleasure. Your Divine Grace is the most significant devotee of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna, and the success of your pure devotional service proves that. How many temples you established for Sri Sri Radha-Krsna is proof! How many hundreds of millions of Vedic scriptures you published and inspired the distribution of is proof! How much mercy you bestow by showering love of God upon so many millions of conditioned souls who are really unfortunate, really insignificant, and really beggars is proof. Srila Prabhupada, your mercy is like a great ocean, and it delivers the cure for the disease of forgetfulness of Sri Krsna, which afflicts us with misery. Anyone caught in that ocean’s merciful irresistible undertow is ultimately blessed with reawakening in the ocean of bliss of love of Krsna. Everyone in this world is drowning in an ocean of sorrow, and your ocean of mercy is the only remedy to cure our disease of avidya. There is a wonderful sloka in the Srimad-Bhagavatam reminding us of your oceanic mercy of love:

etam sa asthaya paratma-nistham

    adhyasitam purvatamair maharsibhih

aham tarisyami duranta-param

    tamo mukundanghri-nisevayaiva

“I shall cross over the insurmountable ocean of nescience by being firmly fixed in the service of the lotus feet of Krsna. This was approved by the previous acaryas, who were fixed in firm devotion to the Lord, Paramatma, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.23.57)

Srila Prabhupada, you taught by your perfect and inspiring example how to cross safely over the ocean of nescience and enter the ocean of the nectar of devotion. You are the transcendental captain that we desire to be at the helm of Lord Gauranga’s unsinkable ship of love and devotion, guiding us forever. You instructed us to chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy. “Chant these names of God and your life will be sublime,” you said. You so kindly assisted Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in expanding His white lotus of good fortune by introducing the Hare Krsna sankirtana-yajna throughout this world of misery and gloom. There is no light, no life, and no bliss without Krsna consciousness. Darkness, death, and perpetual suffering are the companions of the faithless, fallen unfortunate fools of Maya’s prison. Your Divine Grace delivered the treasure of love of God from the storehouse that Sri Caitanya and Nityananda plundered by giving freely Their holy names, thus making the unfortunate the most fortunate with the priceless treasure of krsna-prema.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam the glories of chanting Hare Krsna are proclaimed:

kaler dosa-nidhe rajann asti hy eko mahan gunah

kirtanad eva krsnasya mukta-sangah param vrajet 

“My dear King, although Kali-yuga is an ocean of faults, there is still one good quality about this age: Simply by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, one can become free from material bondage and be promoted to the transcendental kingdom.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 12.3.51)

Srila Prabhupada, our debt to you can never and will never be repaid, because what you have given us is the greatest treasure, the matchless gift, and the highest happiness of bliss and love. We desire to serve Your Divine Grace birth after birth, in whatever menial way you wish. We have never met anyone who cared so much about us and about our ultimate success in achieving the blessings of Lord Krsna. We pledge our time, energy, life, and soul to you, Srila Prabhupada. Please take us. We are your insignificant and very unfortunate menial servants. We are shameless beggars knocking at your door, asking for shelter at your soft and sweet lotus feet. Everyone loves you, Srila Prabhupada. You are our loving father and our ever well-wisher. Please bless all your menial insignificant loyal servants here at Sri Sri Radha-Govinda Mandir. Please stay by our side and in our hearts forever, for without Your Divine Grace we are lost. We beg you, Srila Prabhupada, please don’t deny our plea. 

In closing, we glorify Your Divine Grace with the sweet truth embodied in yet another verse of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, a verse that so nicely describes your wonderful character:

munih prasanna-gambhiro durvigahyo duratyayah

ananta-paro hy aksobhyah stimitoda ivarnavah

“A saintly sage is happy and pleasing in his external behavior, whereas internally he is most grave and thoughtful. Because his knowledge is immeasurable and unlimited he is never disturbed, and thus in all respects he is like the tranquil waters of the unfathomable and unsurpassable ocean.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.8.5) 

All glories to the topmost swanlike devotee of the most beautiful all-attractive Sri Sri Radha-Govindadeva, His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada ki jaya! We beg to remain your menial servants forever.

Your fallen insignificant children at Sri Sri Radha-Govinda Mandir, Brooklyn, New York, USA.

(written by Ramabhadra dasa) 

Noida

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to your divine appearance! All glories to Your Divine Grace!

For your pleasure, please accept this short updated report of the activities of your ISKCON Noida Temple.

This year saw the introduction of an ISKCON Youth Forum, IYF. Young members of the surrounding community hold a meeting every Saturday night in the temple. The program started almost a year ago, and recently members have started staying overnight and attending the full morning program on Sunday, starting with mangala arati and extending up till breakfast prasadam. The interest and numbers are steadily increasing.

Under the guidance of His Holiness Lokanath Swami, we have been planning to develop ISKCON Noida into a predominantly an educational center. And with the development of IYF, many contacts are being made in local schools and colleges. We have a team of preaching devotees who are holding seminars and giving lectures to the students of Noida. Just recently our management and preaching teams received a boost with the addition of Vaisnava dasa Prabhu, an older gentleman who has taken early retirement to dedicate his life more fully to serving your ISKCON Noida. He has been assisting ISKCON over the past ten years as a competent, reliable, consistent member, and now we look forward to his presence and enthusiasm in developing Noida’s temple preaching in the field of education.

Another aspect of our expansion is land acquisition. The government gives preference and discounted rates to people wishing to establish temples and educational centers, so our proposal to develop an educational temple is being received favorably. We hope to find some suitable land soon and start building an ISKCON-owned facility rather than using a rental property for Sri Sri Radha-Govindaji.

Our Food for Life programs, harinama sankirtana, and Sunday Feasts are continuing steadily and gradually increasing. The number of guests at our Janmastami Festival in 1999 increased to 25,000 from 10,000 the previous year, and our Gita Appearance festival saw a similar increase in numbers. Our first-ever attempt at organizing a seven-day recitation of Srimad-Bhagavatam by His Holiness Radha-Govinda Swami met with great success. Over a thousand serious ladies and gentlemen of Noida took advantage of the nectarean and enlivening talks.

We have also recruited devotees who go out to distribute your books daily, so your books are reaching the hands of many people.

In devotee training we still have a long way to go. We are holding festivals, but in cultivation and follow-up we haven’t done as much as we should. It is your mercy that you have given us so much to work on.

We didn’t keep our promise to hold Ratha-yatra. We wish we could have done that earlier, but now we are committed to do it this year, and by your mercy it will be successful.

It is all going on by your mercy, Srila Prabhupada, and we are very enthusiastic about the way your center is growing. Thank you again for engaging us in this purifying process so that we can all one day obtain the Lord’s special favor.

Your servants at ISKCON Noida, India. 

Nova Goloka 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

All glories to Sri Sri Nitai-Gauracandra!! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!!

Beloved Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our most humble obeisances.

Your appearance in this world was essential so we could begin to live. You came only to give us the shelter of your lotus feet, like a loving father protecting his sons. We, your grandchildren, who did not see you in your vapu form, have had our illusions demolished by your special bombs in the form of your vani. These words of yours passed from your heart through your mouth and entered the ears of our fathers, our gurus, who inspire us by reflecting your qualities and transmitting your vani to us.

Your servants at the Nova Goloka farm community in Curitiba, Brazil. 

(written by children in your school here) 

Osafia
Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Those of us here at our small center within this Israeli Druze village are perhaps getting a little taste of the far greater adventure you undertook for Lord Krsna when you arrived in the vast sea of New York’s humanity. The conditions and anxieties your great devotional determination transcended there fill us with amazement and hope. For what could prove more the endless reciprocation the Lord showers on His unalloyed devotee? We have taken on and endeavored so little in your service by comparison (as if there were any comparison), and yet thanks to your mercy and that of so many of your most sincere and steadfast disciples who absorbed what you taught them, we have already been stunned and blessed by some moments of remarkable local outpouring of respect for and interest in the glories of Lord Krsna. 

So often you showed your disciples what some sincerity, determination, and patience in devotional service can produce by attracting Krsna’s mercy, and in great gratitude they have been teaching us this same simple and wondrous thing. The principle is eternal, and we must always savor its power to uplift humanity and dispel our own frustration and anxiety. We here wish to thank you from the bottom of our souls for what you so lovingly proved over and over again to your disciples, and for what they have in turn so powerfully and patiently demonstrated to us. The very pious Druze people here are already benefiting from this mercy and asking more and more about the fathomless wisdom of the Vedas and the glorious qualities of Lord Krsna. We pray that we might somehow be blessed to gain ever greater faith in this great parampara tradition and to learn properly that most valuable essence in our eternal existence—how to carry it on in its pure, immutable form. 

Your eternally grateful servants in Osafia, Israel. 

(written by Param Guru dasa) 

Osaka

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you!

Srila Prabhupada, your transcendental books take all the conditioned souls from the darkness of ignorance and bring them to our Saturday programs. Your books have taught us how to search out the Absolute Truth, and we have learned to find happiness in serving Lord Krsna rather than trying to be happy without Krsna. You have fulfilled the mission of your Guru Maharaja and have made so many disciples on this earthly planet, and you have kindly sent us sincere, advanced devotees of the Lord. The desire of our spiritual master is the same as that of Your Divine Grace, which is to distribute Krsna consciousness to everyone. It is not so amazing that people get books directly from sankirtana devotees, but what is amazing is that your books have an uncanny ability to find out sincere people looking for the Absolute Truth! The books themselves go to those people! One of our friends got your book from one of his friends. We have a regular visitor to our Saturday programs who found one of your books in a trash can and didn’t know anything about it but somehow found the word “Krsna” interesting. In this way nice guests are coming to our Saturday program. And new guests brings more new guests. 

The most important thing for us is to make a sincere effort in devotional service, and this very attitude brings new people to our Saturday program. The development of Krsna consciousness in Japan seems slow, but I am convinced that if we remain sincere you will shower us with your blessings and thus one day Japan will be flooded with Krsna consciousness.

Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Your servants in Osaka, Japan.

(written by Satsvarupa dasa)

Ottawa

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this most auspicious day, the anniversary of your glorious appearance in this world.

Each year when the time arrives to write an offering for you, we try to reflect on the unlimited good fortune you have given us and which you continue to bestow upon the entire world. Because of your firm faith in the instructions of your beloved spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, and your full dependence on the mercy and protection of Lord Krsna, you left Sri Vrndavana dhama and brought to the Western world the message of Lord Krsna and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, as it is. You said that if only one person would accept this message as you purely presented it, you would consider your mission successful. By your purity, not only one but many persons accepted your message. Srila Prabhupada, even now you continue to change the hearts of those who accept and follow your instructions and teachings.

Srila Prabhupada, we humbly pray that we may also accept and sincerely follow your instructions and teachings and by your mercy become your instruments to pass them on to others, as they are.

Srila Prabhupada, we pray that you will always be our “Goal In Life”:

G-uide 

O-verseer 

A-ssociation 

L-eader

I-nspiration 

N-avigator (captain 

    of our ship)

L-oving master 

I-nstructor 

F-ather/Grandfather 

E-ver well-wisher

Your aspiring servants at ISKCON Ottawa, Canada. 

(written by Sankara dasa)

Palankaraya

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

You often mentioned that city life is very hellish, and you predicted that one day the cities would collapse. In our daily life we can feel how strong the bad influence of the so-called modern way of life is in this Age of Kali. Our minds are always in anxiety, and we find insufficient time to cultivate spiritual life in a proper way. You desired, therefore, that we should develop rural communities of devotees where we can appreciate time more and more and where we can learn to become independent of the materialistic way of city life. This will be possible only if we have our own land, where we can maintain cows and learn simply to depend on Lord Krsna.

We are the unworthy souls in Palankaraya, Central Kalimantan, Indonesia, now trying to develop a rural farm project, as you desired. We have purchased a piece of land with the purpose of gradually developing it in the direction of self-sufficiency. We have constructed a small building on the land with a simple temple room and altar, where the pictures of Their Lordships are worshiped daily, as the center of the activities there.

Under the guidance of your disciples His Holiness Bhakti Raghava Maharaja and His Grace Gaura-Mandala-Bhumi Prabhu we are planting many kinds of vegetables, fruit trees, spices, flowers, etc., without using any chemical pesticide or fertilizer. Srila Prabhupada, it is really wonderful to have our own vegetables and fruits from our own land. We are thus able to offer everything we grow to Their Lordships.

Your Divine Grace, it is not easy to change our way of life to the standard of simple living. Therefore please shower us with your matchless mercy so we can remain determined in our humble efforts. Let us learn more and more how to simply depend on the land and cows. We always keep in mind that land and cows are very dear to the Lord, as He showed during His pastimes on earth five thousand years ago. If we are able to live simply and cultivate Krsna consciousness along with the vegetables and other crops, we can be sure without any doubt that we are actually pleasing you. And by pleasing you, we can receive your kind mercy. Thank you, Srila Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

Your devotees in Palankaraya, Indonesia.

(written by Surya Locana dasa) 

Pandharpur

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

On this joyful occasion of your appearance day we wish to offer a small account of the activities of ISKCON Pandharpur, Maharashtra. During the past year we have been working on acquiring more land, which we have now successfully purchased. It connects our existing property to the holy Chandrabhaga River. We are planning to build a palatial temple on her banks, with steps leading down to the water’s edge. The thousands of pilgrims who visit each year to bathe in the Chandrabhaga and then proceed to take darsana of Lord Viththala will see our temple and be attracted to visit. In this way we are hoping that ISKCON Pandharpur will open up and expand into a popular pilgrimage place.

We have some new additions to our herd of cows. From their milk we take some for the Deities and sell some to maintain the cows. From our wheat crop we are able to supply our neighboring temples, Solapur and Aravade, and from our sugar-cane crop we are able to receive some financial income.

At the moment we are a small team, but hardworking and dedicated. We wish to expand the team to undertake our ambitious temple project. Please be merciful to us and give us the spiritual strength to expand the glories of Lord Viththala far and wide.

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON Pandharpur, Maharashtra, India. 

Paris

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories unto you! 

On this auspicious occasion we are glad to again praise you, but at the same time we are sad not to give you enough satisfactory reports. We have been struggling here to maintain your temple of Sri Sri Radha-Parisisvara with only a few of us. At the end of last year some devotees left the temple due to some dispute. Nevertheless, by your unlimited mercy the temple activities are going on for the pleasure of Their Lordships. At the moment the congregation completely maintains our heavy expenses, since we do not have any sankirtana devotees free to go out. By Krsna’s mercy we have not gone into debt, but we are not getting ahead either. 

Still, some basic preaching activities are going on regularly, such as Food for Life and harinama. Our congregation regularly receives our bi-monthly newsletter and our French Bhakti magazine and attends our main festivals. This year, on July 2nd, we will be holding our ninth Ratha-yatra festival, which will be, we hope, bigger than ever, since three ambassadors will be inaugurating it. After this major event we hope to be able to at last move to a new place in the core of Paris, so that we can preach more vigorously and have a permanent ISKCON property. This is our main goal, because the rent at our present house is a total waste of energy; paying it is like having our blood sucked from our body. We are convinced that by having a new place in downtown Paris we will be able to bring more conditioned souls to your lotus feet and Sri Sri Radha-Parisisvara’s lotus feet. We will be able to impart more faith to the weak, conditioned souls, who can only believe in what they see. We are also convinced that, no matter what happens, if we are all united and stick to your instructions, we will be successful. As you indicated, first we should work for quality, then quantity will follow! 

With the passing of years, we want to be fixed up in Krsna consciousness and be able to maintain our sadhana. Then, on the strength of good sadhana, we will we be able to maintain and even expand the Paris temple. Conversely, poor sadhana will only lead us in the other direction and cause disorder and misunderstanding. To be Krsna conscious is our prime duty. Your mission has to be built on solid ground. You have set the basics. People come and go, money also, but the philosophy and practices of Krsna consciousness should be carved in our hearts, and this is possible only by your unlimited mercy. This is our humble prayer at your lotus feet. 

Your servants at the Radha-Parisisvara Mandir, Paris, France.

(written by Divya Purusa dasa) 

Puncak

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

tomara hrdoye sada govinda-visram

govinda kohena—mora vaisnava paran

“Lord Govinda is always residing within your heart. Indeed, Lord Govinda Himself says, ‘The Vaisnavas are My life and soul.’” (Narottama dasa Thakura, in Prarthana)

It is by your mercy alone that the Deities of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda with Lalita and Visakha, Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, Sri Sri Laksmi-Nrsimhadeva with Prahlada, Sri Giriraja, and Sri Salagrama have appeared here in the mountains outside Jakarta to accept the service of all of us, your spiritual children and grandchildren. One of your purposes in establishing ISKCON was to establish “places of transcendental pastimes,” or temples. By your mercy we are trying a little to fulfill your desires in this regard.

We know that because you touched Indonesia with your lotus feet this country will be blessed and people can become devotees, despite whatever problems may be there on the mundane platform. We are happy to inform you that even during these times of trouble, more and more people are coming to the temple, many are taking up Krsna consciousness, either as fulltime devotees in the temple or as congregational devotees in their own homes. We have not used any magic formulas or done any mundane business; we have simply tried to carry out your instructions. Among these, one we try to follow strictly is that no one should be allowed to leave the temple without taking prasadam. Many Indians and Indonesians are very happy to visit Radha-Govinda’s temple again and again. If we have had any small success, we know that it is due only to your mercy, without which we would not be able to achieve anything :

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado

    yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ’pi

Each day we carry you in procession around Radha-Govinda’s temple for darsana, recalling how every morning you walked around the Chaitanya Chandrodaya Mandir in Mayapur many years ago. In this way we feel your presence among us even now, and we pray for your continued guidance.

On this auspicious day of Sri Vyasa-puja, we pray that you will continue to bless us so that we may always be engaged in the service of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda, just as you are eternally.

Your aspiring servants at the Radha-Govinda tirtha in Puncak, Indonesia.

Radhadesh

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

When common people asked Your Divine Grace about miracles, you would point to the devotees around you. The real miracle is that people from all backgrounds have become Vaisnavas while Kali was ruling in full swing.

In our ISKCON Radhadesh Dhama, Belgium, many of us living in this blissful community consider it a similar miracle how this community has not only managed to maintain itself but has steadily grown into a dynamic Krsna conscious village. Despite the great internal and external onslaught that ISKCON has withstood since Your Divine Grace disappeared from our material vision, somehow Radhadesh Dhama has remained apparently untouched.

Not only are about eighty resident devotees enthusiastically engaged in various types of devotional service, but Radhadesh is yearly visited by hundreds of devotees from all over the world and thousands of other people who respond enthusiastically to their first contact with Krsna consciousness at the Radhadesh community. Visitors are awestruck when they are brought before Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha, who are steadily served by a sincere team of pujaris. Many people bring back their friends and relatives to show them around, and thus we know that the reputation of Radhadesh has become established without as well as within ISKCON. A construction team consisting mainly of devotees and led by our temple president is steadfastly building a new guesthouse, which will provide first-class facilities for visitors.

Because of the many visitors, Radhadesh is always enlivened by a fresh and dynamic preaching spirit. Devotees preach and distribute your books to the visitors, and twice a week a book distribution team goes out from Radhadesh. Traveling sankirtana book distribution is also going on.

A most inspiring achievement is the Radhadesh gurukula, which has graduated a dozen children, a few of whom are now ready for secondary schooling in Sridham Mayapur.

In the future, many thousands of Krsna conscious villages will develop all over the world, as predicted by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Still, as we look back over the difficult years since Your Divine Grace left, we feel deeply moved that Radhadesh is blossoming like a fresh lotus flower. The very fact that this has been possible gives us renewed faith and trust that your ISKCON will go on and develop many wonderful devotional projects. All the credit goes to you, Srila Prabhupada. Without you there would be no ISKCON, there would be no Radhadesh, and there would be no widespread propagation of Lord Caitanya’s mercy by your faithful preachers and servants.

We pray to remain your humble servants in the dust of your lotus feet.

Your servants at ISKCON’s Radhadesh Dhama, Belgium. 

Rawdon 

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

For your pleasure I would like to submit this brief report about our new land project in Rawdon, Quebec, Canada. The land we have acquired is situated at the foothills of the Laurentian Mountains, approximately seventy kilometers north of Montreal. The Laurentians are said to comprise one of oldest mountain chains in the world. 

We have been thinking about this project for a long time, but only in January of this year were we able to purchase the land in Rawdon. This is our first step. Unfortunately, at present not many devotees are taking part in this project. But we are confident that gradually, when devotees see this project develop, they will join us. They will understand that natural life—life on our own land—is a very important factor in devotional service. 

We are happy that our spiritual guide is His Holiness Bhakti Raghava Swami. It was his idea, and he was able to organize us, though it was very difficult because we’ve become accustomed to living and working in the city. It was very difficult to raise the money to take our first step, but with Krsna’s help and causeless mercy we were able to do it. Now that we have purchased the land, we have to solve a lot of problems, the first of which is exploring it. The lot is quite big, a hundred acres. We couldn’t study it earlier because the snow was very deep, though we did visit several times and study parts of it. Once, when Bhakti Raghava Swami visited with some Russian devotees, we held a kirtana there and honored prasadam. There is a creek to supply the water we’ll need. It is also auspicious that our lot is square, as Vastu-sastra says it must be if we are to be successful. The many trees and rocks on the land will provide plenty of building materials for a temple, housing, and other buildings. Our first project is to construct a temporary temple and a building to house a boutique, a small Govinda’s Restaurant, and some devotees. 

We are all looking forward to going to Rawdon and starting the project. Every Sunday we have meetings at the temple where we discuss all the things we must do. I believe that with Krsna’s help and your kind mercy we’ll do everything properly. Ultimately, we hope to develop a rural community based on simple living and high thinking, just as you have taught in your books. We hope we can please you by our efforts to fulfill your “unfinished mission,” as you put it—namely to establish an exemplary varnasrama society to create first-class men and give everyone a chance to grow up spiritually. We are begging for your mercy and service.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for engaging us in your devotional service. Hare Krsna.

Your devotees at Govindapur, the fledgling ISKCON farm project in Rawdon, Quebec, Canada.

(written by Bhakta Sergey and Jiva dasa)

Recife

Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

On this auspicious day of your appearance, we reflect on how mankind was just waiting for you to fulfill Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s prediction that the holy names of the Lord would be chanted in every town and village of the world. You lighted up the preaching spirit in all the Vaisnavas, and for this you are accepted by everyone as a saktyavesa-avatara, a divine spiritual beam from the Supreme Lord Himself, setting a landmark in the history of Vaisnavism and humankind as well. Gradually, by your grace, the Vedic culture is being established in the whole world. Through hundreds of Hare Krsna temples and thousands of devotees and millions of your books, it is being spread everywhere. 

Thank you very much, Srila Prabhupada, for leaving the Radha-Damodara temple, where you were living in complete spiritual peace, and coming to the West. It was in this place of irreligion that you started a spiritual chain reaction that quickly created thousands of Vaisnavas in every corner of the world. This simply shows that Your Divine Grace had the highest degree of compassion, since you just couldn’t live peacefully in Vrndavana when the whole world was suffering for lack of Krsna consciousness. Just like Prahlada Maharaja, you were moved by your compassion for suffering mankind to give them the only remedy, pure devotional service. Thank you for coming, Srila Prabhupada, and especially thank you for giving the basis for the world spiritual revolution—your books. 

Your servants in Recife, Brazil. 

(written by Hari Cakra dasa)

St. Louis

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances into the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to your Vyasa-puja celebrations!

This special day of your Vyasa-puja is a wonderful opportunity for us to more deeply understand how much we are indebted to you, how much you have done for us, and how much you constantly continue to do for us.

Due to our material conditioning and the pressure of our various duties, we may sometimes forget the immense task you performed in saving humanity from degradation down to hellish conditions of life. Our deceitful minds often put the idea into our heads that we are the ones who are so wonderful, performing this or that task. But what could we do without your mercy, which you bestow upon us so freely? This mercy comes to us in the form of the instructions in your books, lectures on audio- and videotapes, your many letters, and the spiritual training you gave to your sincere disciples, who are now educating us on your behalf.

One thing is certain: without your mercy we would only degrade ourselves more and more, day after day. However, due to your natural compassion for us fallen souls of this degraded Age of Kali, you gave us shelter in your movement, ISKCON, which is the best spiritual institution on this planet. It is helping sincere souls make real spiritual progress toward going back home, back to Godhead.

We can see every day that unless we hold tight to your lotus feet we will not receive your mercy, and without your mercy nothing is possible. With your mercy, however, everything is possible. And although time is running quickly and our bodies are getting older every day, by your mercy we can see and feel that there is more and more life in us.

This amazing circumstance is possible because, as you used to say, “Real life begins from the moment of taking up spiritual life.” Therefore, every day that we follow the process of spiritual life you gave us enables us to see how your mercy is saving us, enriching and uplifting us more and more in spiritual understanding and in life itself.

Again, Srila Prabhupada, thank you for everything you have done for us and still constantly do for us. Simultaneously, we ask you to help us remain in the shade of your lotus feet, in the shelter of your movement, ISKCON, which is a manifestation of your mercy.

Please help us become better recipients of your mercy, and let us use this gift more and more to make spiritual progress in Krsna consciousness for your sweet pleasure. Also, please help us learn not only how to receive your gifts but also how to give them to others.

Please bless us with your mercy so that we may remain in the service of your lotus feet.

Your humble and grateful servants in St. Louis, Missouri, USA. 

Saltillo

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please let us be instruments of your peace, so that . . . 

Where there is hate, we plant love,

Where there is doubt, we give faith,

Where there are untruths, we give truth.

Let us give respect to all jivas, without expecting respect.

Let us pardon others with all our heart.

Please let your mercy flood our desertlike hearts

And put out the fire of anger, lust, envy, and jealousy in all of us.

Please let us be as tolerant as a tree, and

Let only sweet words come from our mouths.

Please, please let us be filled with all good Vaisnava qualities, and

Let us be the sincere servants of your servants eternally.

Your servants in Saltillo, Mexico.

Seattle

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

most glorious servant of Krsna, God.

I bow down to his feet like a sold out dog,

praying to please him with all I’ve got.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

the only way to Krsna, God,

to bow before him like a log

is the human being’s only job!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

who holds the perfect rod of God.

All blessings spring from his glance or nod,

from his perfect connection with Krsna, God!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

pure expansion of Gaura, God,

showering the nectar of harinam-sankirtan,

to cause all sins to soon be gone!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

perfect servant of Jagannath,

guru for the lost, misled, and odd,

and everyone else from the bottom to top!

All glories to this soul whose words always bless

all who truly hear with Krsna consciousness;

the surety of his purity destroys the soul’s doubts

about life’s only goal as Krsna’s names he shouts!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

for enlightening the lowest,

this Anubhavananda das,

who advances the slowest.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

destroyer of demons and defeater of cheaters,

the leader of leaders is for what his heart’s beating,

and it is about God alone he’s always repeating!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

for it is him alone who can reveal Krsna, God.

He said, “Follow me and I shall take you where

all miseries are absent and bliss is all we share!”

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

who makes this dumb man write

words of the highest knowledge,

the most perfect guiding light.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

My heart cries out in bliss.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

for all glories are truly his!

The all-glorious personality

is what he can reveal,

the reservoir of all pleasure,

the source of all treasure,

the God the greatest serve with zeal!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

who can bring life to the dead.

It is I of whom I speak,

who know what to know is what Prabhupada said!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

This is perfect wisdom:

Just obey Srila Prabhupada

and chant Hare Krsna!

For he speaks knowledge which awakens the soul,

the eternal truth spoken by God,

what every human being seeks,

and one’s a dog if one does not!

What is life’s goal cannot be known

till God’s servant enters our heart,

for by our desperately hearing his ambrosial words

our Lord is finally seen when all sins depart.

Sins are darkness performed only by fools,

for they hear not the Lord who alone speaks life’s rules,

and life only does begin when we surrender to God,

and life means pure bliss serving only Prabhupada!

An absolute oneness is with God and his servants,

for these servants only want to be in God’s service.

Yet an absolute difference is also seen,

for our life and everything depends on Him Supreme.

The planets rest on Him like our feet on the ground,

and without Him there’s nothing—no sight or sound.

And without Prabhupada there’s no way to understand

how to do anything. So let’s take his hand!

For his hand is in Krsna’s, like a child’s in his father’s;

his love is unbounded, his shelter where God is.

That God is His names is all we need to know,

and we’ll know it by chanting them wherever we go!

When we realize God’s His name,

we have reached life’s perfection,

where there’s no longer need to fear,

no hankering or lamentation.

Peace is only reached when we realize this:

God is His holy names, and everything is His;

we see everything is His alone to enjoy

when everything in His service we lovingly employ.

And as soon as we think one thing belongs to us,

our knowledge turns to ignorance and our love to selfish lust;

this is our mistake that has made this world hell,

this is what Prabhupada came to boldly tell!

Everyone is Krsna’s servant,

and everything belongs to Him,

and until we realize this,

our wars will never end!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Srila Prabhupada’s servants in Seattle, Washington, USA.

(written by Anubhavananda dasa)

Serbia

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

With great happiness in our hearts we celebrate this most auspicious day in the year—a day when all your followers around the world celebrate your Vyasa-puja, your appearance day. 

Please allow us to express our gratitude to you, dear Srila Prabhupada! For all of us in this country, last year was like a great exam in Spiritual Life School. We found ourselves in many difficult circumstances faced with many obstacles, including war, the loss of our temple, and temporary spiritual weaknesses. Still, your great mercy was always here in the form of your transcendental books, encouraging letters from our leaders, and help from other great devotees around the world. 

The question “What is the spiritual master?” is nicely answered in the Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.46, purport: 

[The spiritual master] is like a parent. Without the attentive service of his parents, a child cannot grow to manhood; similarly, without the care of the spiritual master one cannot rise to the plane of transcendental service.

Srila Prabhupada, you are the most wonderful spiritual master, for hundreds and hundreds of times you showed us the right way to act by your own example. You are the perfect pure devotee who possess the transcendental talent to transmit your knowledge to your followers and other living entities. We are very thankful you possess this talent; otherwise we would be lost in the jungle of the material energy. Even though we still do not possess much transcendental taste for devotional service, we deeply believe we will one day attain this taste in our lifetimes, being blessed by your unlimited mercy. 

Dear Srila Prabhupada, from your words and example we drew encouragement to stand up again in spiritual life after being beaten down, and you showed as how to avoid the difficulties around us. Last year we all felt you raining down transcendental nectar upon us, and much new spiritual power infused in the hearts of many devotees here. Our enthusiasm and desire to maintain Krsna consciousness in Serbia grow from day to day. Congregational preaching is progressing nicely, but it is still far away from its potential. Still, preaching gives us so much real transcendental happiness. It is our great fortune that we can associate with very advanced devotees who come from time to time to visit and preach to us. With their kind help we progress step by step on this miraculous path of transcendence. 

Srila Prabhupada, your lotus feet are our only shelter! Your teachings are the right guidance to lead us to perfection! Your elevated example is our ideal for a successful life!

We hope that this year we will be able to increase book distribution and other preaching activities in this area. 

We love you, dear Srila Prabhupada!

Your servants in Serbia.

Solapur

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet on this most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja.

Although we are insignificant and cannot even begin to describe your unlimited glories, we feel very fortunate to have this opportunity to glorify you.

You dedicated your whole life to glorifying the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna. Now Lord Sri Krsna is taking the responsibility to spread your glories by making ISKCON famous all over the world.

Srila Prabhupada, you took so much trouble to spread the nectar of Krsna consciousness. You gave up your business and your family life to go to the West and deliver the conditioned souls. In America you met with many difficulties, but you were never discouraged. You never felt that a lack of money or other material facility was an obstacle. You always had great hope and firm faith in the words of your spiritual master and in the holy names. Through your own example you taught the whole world how to be happy simply through Krsna consciousness. Srila Prabhupada, you were just like a touchstone. Wherever you went you were able to turn even the most degraded, sinful persons into great Vaisnavas.

In the scriptures are many accounts of personalities who were cursed to become snakes, trees, mountains, demons, lizards, etc. For example, Manigriva and Nalakuvara were cursed to become trees, a Vidyadhara was cursed to become a snake, and King Nrga was cursed to become a lizard. Fortunately for all of them, they were delivered by the touch of the lotus feet or lotus hands of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. We were similarly saved, Srila Prabhupada. We had been rotting in this sinful, material world from time immemorial, sometimes in human bodies and sometimes in those of dogs, hogs, snakes, worms, tigers, trees, insects, etc. But now, by the touch of your lotus feet, the writings by your lotus hands, and the words from your lotus mouth we are getting the opportunity to pursue the real goal of human life. Srila Prabhupada, you have opened our eyes with the torchlight of knowledge. We pray that we shall always remain at your lotus feet.

We are also very grateful that you have sent His Holiness Lokanath Maharaja to Solapur to deliver your mercy to the conditioned souls. By his efforts Their Lordships Sri Sri Nitai-Sacinandana have appeared in Solapur. We greatly hope that by your mercy and that of Sri Sri Nitai-Sacinandana and Lokanath Maharaja, the holy names of the Lord will spread and cure the otherwise incurable disease of material life suffered by the conditioned souls.

We hope to always remain the servants of your servants.

Your servants in Solapur, India. 

Sydney

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

naca, gao, bhakta-sange kara sankirtana 

krsna-nama upadesi’ tara’ sarva-jana

[Isvara Puri told Lord Caitanya:] “My dear child, continue dancing, chanting, and performing sankirtana in association with devotees. Furthermore, go out and preach the value of chanting krsna-nama, for by this process You will be able to deliver all fallen souls.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 7.92)

No one is independent; everyone follows the Leader, who causes all to dance according to His whim. Thrice the Lord of all asserts Himself, forcing a distinction, but the fools cannot grasp it. Now again He has appeared in order to deliver those fools, covered all in gold, the Visvambhara we cannot see. He leads us now by following, by following best who leads, and each of His steps, though unique and brilliant, still brilliantly conforms. And so it was that the Lord, as a sisya, did accept His own orders with humility and respect. Not out of any independence but out of simple acquiescence was there thus born the sankirtana movement. Though leader we do call Him, and certainly it is so, as follower He protests, “What do I know?” This lesson must be well learnt, never forgotten, for to dance this dance we must follow every step. Even if we be God Himself, we be but a follower in this system of parampara that we must accept. It is not we who set the beat, not we who call the tune; it is just for us to dance as the guru directs us to. Everyone in time, everyone in step, nothing irregular, independent, unapproved. Thus the movement flows from the one to the next, from the Lord down to Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, and then our beloved Srila Prabhupada. O dear Srila Prabhupada, after following them all, what would you say to the self-determined call? To the one who “knows you better” than all the rest, or the one who “only wants to help,” no matter the upset? Or to the one, the one, the one who simply two cannot accept? Or to the kind of zealous spirit that even the baby rejects? We think you would say, “If you want to lead, then follow, and following you shall lead. If you want to show your love for me, then work in harmony. In this field of sankirtana, in the world of birth and death, if victory you seek, and freedom too, then follow me and follow true. Just see, I acted not of my own accord or in mutinous plot, but in surrender absolute did I succeed, in thought and word and every deed. So this is the secret that we in parampara share, to find the means to the end, the end of all despair: by taking heed the example set, you’ll lack for nothing and everything you’ll get.” 

Caitanya is the Lord, perfect and sweet, writing the score of His lila deep. Yet as acarya also, He set the best example as disciple, then guru. His standard is the test. Everything follows, everyone follows, nothing is original but the Lord Himself. Everything comes from something else. Only envy disagrees, being blind to itself. Oh, what rascaldom it is that cannot see that the guru lives for the sake of the legacy, and that as with the Lord and the acaryas before, it’s Prabhupada’s example we must adore. And of all the good things that he did best, his sublime faith in guru excelled all the rest. So accepting as order Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati’s request, he traveled the sea and came to the West. As from the Lord’s surrender to Isvara Puri there was born the sankirtana movement’s very own form, now ISKCON exists in just the same way because of Prabhupada’s wonderfully taking his cue in the play. And things will go on in the future as well, so long as we follow and don’t break the spell, so long as we don’t, by an arrogant conceit, break the flow of sweet mercy from the Lord’s lotus feet.

From your servants at ISKCON Sydney, Australia.

Tallinn

Our dear spiritual grandfather and instructor Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet!

Our words of praise cannot glorify you enough. You brought us real spiritual knowledge, you brought us the holy name and the holy places. You brought light and meaning to our lives. You joined us to Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana pastime. What words would be sufficient to express our gratitude for that?! But still, we do want to thank you on this occasion of your appearance anniversary. 

We do want to thank you for sheltering us and giving us inspiration and courage to grow and spread your mission. The last year has been a breakthrough year for us in many ways. By your mercy and by the blessings of your pure representatives, we finally have a functioning temple and we finally have your Bhagavad-gita As It Is published in the local language. And most important of all, we have finally been put into situations where all of us have had to seek unity despite all diversities. Thank you for testing us and allowing us to continue. Thank you for teaching us to be your family.

Once when a devotee asked what was your desire, you exclaimed that your desire was to spread Krsna consciousness all over the world. Our part in this great endeavor is very little, but we pray that you provide us with the vision and understanding necessary to fulfill our little part in the attainment of your goal. Please be patient with us and always correct us when we are mistaken. Please accept our lowly attempts to serve you. 

Your followers at ISKCON Tallinn, Estonia.

Tampa Bay

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you!

Today is your glorious appearance day. This is the day we worship, with the utmost appreciation and gratitude, your appearance on this planet. This was the beginning of our liberation from birth and death.

From your birth till your disappearance in November of 1977, your life was the perfect example of pure devotional life. Her are a few examples of your numerous devotional activities.

As a small child of five you wanted to preach the glories of Lord Jagannatha by having your own Ratha-yatra in Calcutta.

The demands of college prevented you from regularly worshiping your Radha-Krsna Deities. But one night Krsna spoke to you in a dream and complained that you shouldn’t have put Him away and should worship Him again. And you resumed Their worship.

Srila Prabhupada, you were a good student but you never accepted the professors’ criticisms of the Vedic knowledge. In fact, although you passed your exams you never graduated from Scottish Churches’ College, choosing instead to refuse your diploma to protest the British abuse of India. This showed your great moral character, for you jeopardized your social future to stand up for your moral principles. You did not compromise with the modern world for success or comforts. You boldly stood and preached against the propaganda of godlessness manipulating everyone the world over.

We should be so fortunate to be even a little bit like you, Srila Prabhupada. Preaching so boldly like a boxer giving Kali-yuga a jab, a left hook, and finally a knockout punch. We don’t want to compromise with this demoniac civilization of abortion and animal slaughter. It is widespread evil. There are at least five billion animals slaughtered each year in America, and the abortions are in the millions and rising.

Srila Prabhupada, you saved us from this hell. You forced our eyes open so we could see the reality and ripped away the curtain of illusion. You revealed the ghastly form of Goddess Kali torturing the conditioned souls with her trident. We’re suffering birth, disease, old age, and death but not considering it very serious, like fools. You revealed and introduced us to our long-lost dearmost friend, Bhagavan Sri Krsna. It was you who enabled us to finally find real love, Srila Prabhupada. Thank you again and again and again to infinity.

We want to prove our thankfulness to you, Srila Prabhupada, by giving our measly lives in your service, and by being successful, just as you were successful.

We want to broadcast your name and fame in every town and village by book distribution.
Srila Prabhupada, you gave us the peace formula and showed us how to live it by your life’s example. Now you have left our vision and placed the burden on us—your disciples and grand-disciples and grand-grand-disciples—to carry on your mission without any compromise.

ISKCON is pushing to establish the ideal that you would be satisfied with. That ideal is not some “cosmic mystery,” but it is a reality that will naturally follow from our surrender to your humble request to us to preach Krsna consciousness in every town and village throughout the world. This is the “brass tacks” of your instructions. You would often tell us to use our brains nicely to organize the sankirtana movement of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In essence that means book publishing, book distribution, and opening preaching centers. You praised the grhasthas for being more successful in preaching work than your sannyasi Godbrothers in England. Your instruction to preach worldwide is our permanent duty and does not change due to time or circumstances.

We admit to being very fallen, struggling to finish sixteen rounds daily. We know if we don’t chant sixteen rounds the lights go out on our spiritual progress. We become so proud in the assembly of devotees, thinking we are so advanced, and then we fight with one another over ridiculous details, like kanistha-adhikaris.

We need to achieve your broad vision, Srila Prabhupada. We heard that in a letter you said that all your disciples must go and distribute books at least one hour a day. Book distribution is the yoga of today. It is the perfect sacrificial action. The first thing we learn is humility, being rebuffed by the materialists we approach, who don’t care how “exalted” we are and who insult us. The expert preacher tolerates offenses like water rolling off a duck’s back. Then, when we sell a book, we know you are smiling, Srila Prabhupada; we have seen it. Now we know Krsna is pleased and the bliss comes rolling in like waves. Finally, we are blessed by the Goddess of Fortune herself, Laksmi, which we engage to increase the sankirtana of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Those collectors who refuse to distribute your books will never swim in the ocean of bliss but will remain on the beach in anxiety. But the grhasthas who support book distribution will also swim in that ocean of bliss, pleasing Caitanya Mahaprabhu. It all comes down to one thing, and one thing only. In our heart, do we really want to please our founder-acarya, you, Srila Prabhupada?

Srila Prabhupada, we are feeling great despair due to separation from you, but the burden of love you gave us—to preach your mission, Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission, without compromise—is giving us great bliss and association with you again and again. Thank you.

Your servants in Tampa Bay, Florida, USA.

(written by Vivasvan dasa) 

Tokyo

Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our most respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to your sankirtana movement! 

My first contact with you was at a train station. I was rushing back to my office when I received your Bhagavad-gita As It Is from one of your sankirtana devotees. It was so attractive to me, like Krsna. But I did not know anything about the book. When I opened the book in my office I first appreciated your picture. It stunned me. “I’ve never seen this kind of saint before. He looks like so peaceful, grave, and merciful. He must be self-realized ” Those were my first thoughts. In fact, I joined the Hare Krsna movement from seeing your picture rather than from reading the Bhagavad-gita. 

Some years ago I was on sankirtana trying to distribute Krsna book to a Japanese gentleman. As he leafed through the book quickly, he suddenly saw your picture and said to me, “I met this person in Chicago when I was a college student in the U.S.A. in the 70’s. He was surrounded by many young people. I was attracted to him, but I did not approach him.” So he desired to read your books, and he took your Krsna book and Bhagavad-gita. 

When Caitanya Mahaprabhu traveled, sometimes thousands of people would follow Him. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu attracted everybody, including animals. You are Gaura-priya-jana, a very, very dear devotee of Gauranga Mahaprabhu. Indeed, you are like Gauranga Mahaprabhu in that you also attract thousands and thousands people. 

You are so attractive that your disciples left everything to serve your lotus feet. Your disciples always talk about you. They remember and cherish their personal association with you and accounts of your lila when you were on this planet. Your disciples even dream about you. 


When I joined the Hare Krsna movement, you were not on this planet. You had already gone. When I saw your picture for the first time, I immediately asked myself, “Where and when can I see this person?” I had a great hope to see you. But then your devotees told me that you had left this planet physically. 

Srila Prabhupada, when will we meet you and serve you personally?

When will we get ahaituki-bhakti to Gaura-Nityananda and Radha-Krsna?

When will your prophecy come true: “Japan will come last, but they will be the best”? 

When will that day be ours?

On this very auspicious occasion of your divine appearance day, we pray for your causeless mercy and all your help in Japan. 

Always desiring your association, we beg to remain, 

Your humble servants in Tokyo, Japan. 

(written by Jayananda dasa)

Toronto
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

You taught us the true meaning of love, you showed us the real meaning of service by your perfect example, and you gave us, the most fallen souls, knowledge, joy, and purpose in our lives. We pray that you continue to shower us with your mercy and your wisdom, and we sincerely thank you for your infinite blessings.

You stated before leaving this world that our love for you would be evident in how well we worked as a society “to keep this institution together after I am gone.” As the new millennium begins, we are searching our hearts and souls trying to understand how to solve the problems of the present and plan effectively and judiciously for the ISKCON of the future. The responsibility you have given us is very great, but it is also glorious. Like growing children, we continue to need your guidance, your inspiration, and your kindness. We pray that you purify our minds and hearts so that we can proceed along the perfect path that you set for us. We pray that you inspire us spiritually so that we become truly humble and submissive to your divine will. 

This Krsna consciousness philosophy is perfect, the knowledge you gave us with such love is perfect, the spirit of Lord Caitanya is perfect. However, we are spiritually immature and still far from surrendered. Please help all of us, both your disciples and your grand-disciples, to utterly take shelter at your lotus feet, to embrace the real essence of spiritual life: selfless, humble, and ecstatic service to Sri Sri Radha-Krsna. Purify our hearts and minds and empower us with the potency of Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement so that we can make your ISKCON strong and pure. Then they will all come and we will be ready . . . “for your fame will spread all over the three worlds.”

Jaya Srila Prabhupada!!

Your servants at ISKCON Toronto, Canada. 

Tsudanuma

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

You’re our sunshine, our holy master;

if we don’t follow you, there’s only disaster.

Out on the sea, it sometimes gets rough;

we have to hang on, we have to be tough.

Maya is strong, testing our might;

follow your instructions, we must stand and fight.

To follow your order, that’s our meditation;

preach and chant Hare Krsna, without deviation.

We must hold on tight to your lotus feet;

demons are attacking, we must not meet defeat.

You left Radha-Damodar and came to New York;

you didn’t even bring a knife and fork.

With dhoti and tilak—what a surprise!—

you came to Butler, you didn’t compromise.

You sat down to chant the holy names of the Lord;

then you gave us a book, the transcendental sword.

You cooked us a feast—what a taste sensation!

“Please take some more, this is real meditation.”

You would go daily for a morning walk;

we’d all gather round to hear you talk.

Jaya Srila Prabhupada, all glories to you!

Jaya Srila Prabhupada, the real Jagad-Guru!

Your servants in Tsudanuma, Chiba, Japan.

Tucson

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

It’s said “Where ignorance is bliss it is folly to be wise,”

But hearing from the Internet will surely be our demise.

This Vaisnava-katha will not set our hearts free.

The time for change is now, we all must agree.

What is that urge to know the inside scoop,

All the detailed news about the latest bloop?

Any gossip or unpleasant miscommunication

Is turned into instant world-wide publication.

What axes do we have that we have to grind?

And how many faults must we try to find?

Situations and problems, judged and analyzed;

Meanwhile the devotional creeper becomes paralyzed.

Who has got the time to spend at great length?

Now is the hour to conserve all of our strength.

Repairing and rebuilding should be our intent.

Criticizing and accusing is the greatest lament.

Technology can be useful, an asset in our preaching.

So let us all be careful about what we’re teaching.

Simply following your instruction to cooperate

Will bring about the most auspicious fate.

If we are absorbed in the preaching at hand,

Studying your books and striving to understand,

Distributing your Gitas in the lots at Wal-Mart,

Strictly following your order with a purified heart,

Rising early to chant, sixteen rounds under our belt,

This tendency to fault-find will hardly be felt.

Instead of checking out who did what on the Web,

After a full day’s service we’ll just drop into bed.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, please forgive us when we stumble.

Please correct us on this path so we can truly be humble.

Let us offer glorification and put you in the center,

For you are our savior, our master, our mentor.

ISKCON’s your child, an offering to your spiritual master.

It’s our duty to protect it, not create a disaster.

Let us not be divided, but strong and united,

Meditating deeply on the words you confided.

“Your love for me will be shown by how you cooperate.”

It is time to prove that love and no longer hesitate.

Your work is “half-finished,” there’s still so much to do.

“ISKCON, for all thy faults, I still love you.”

Your aspiring servants in Tucson, Arizona, USA.

(written by Sandamini-devi dasi)

Vancouver

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisance at your lotus feet again and again.

It is stated that only through the mercy of a pure devotee can one get Krsna and thus liberation beyond the material world, which is temporary and full of miseries. But such pure devotees are very rare. 

There are twenty-six qualities of a pure devotee and you, Srila Prabhupada, are the most rare and purest of all devotees because you possess all twenty-six unlimitedly. To fully describe your unlimited qualities is an impossible task, even for Ananta Sesa, who with his thousands of mouths recites your glories continuously. Nonetheless, we would like to briefly mention one such quality that you display unlimitedly. Your quality of mercy. 

It is inconceivable how you came to the West at such an advanced age to give Krsna consciousness to the fallen souls. With the equivalent of only     8 in a foreign currency that you could not even spend, with no place to stay, no support from friends, relatives, or a mission behind you, seemingly all alone, you came to save the most fallen souls. Lord Caitanya delivers the most fallen souls first, so how befitting that as his primary representative, or, as the Caitanya-mangala states, “Lord Caitanya’s commander in chief to spread the sankirtana mission throughout the whole world,” you came to the most degraded city to execute your mission. 

After you gained a small foothold in this part of the world, you did not sit idle and consider your mission complete, but you continued to extend your mercy by spreading Krsna consciousness throughout the rest of the world.

You extended your mercy as far and wide as possible, constantly traveling, not staying in one place very long, always being subjected to time-zone changes and the demands of your disciples. In twelve years you circumambulated the globe twelve times. It was not the traveling of a tourist or vacationer, at a leisurely pace, but of a great general fighting the most powerful enemy, Maya. You constantly fired up your troops to march the world back to Godhead. You never considered not extending your mercy; rather, when a preaching opportunity would arise, you always took it and put your own personal health and care aside. 

And the amazing thing is that you are still spreading your mercy. Of course, without your personal presence it is sometimes difficult to continue to wage this war against the seemingly impervious enemy called Maya, but that doesn’t mean your mercy isn’t still being extended or that you are not still present. You are still present, Srila Prabhupada, through all that you left us: your books, your other instructions, the Deity worship you taught us, the “secret weapon” of prasadam you taught us how to prepare and offer to the Lord, the farm communities you desired, the schools you founded, and other avenues of preaching you showed us. You have given us so much mercy, and you are still giving it. Somehow or other we just have to try to become a little sincere and receive some of that unlimited mercy. It is readily available.

Anyone can easily see how so many have received your mercy and are still receiving it. There are so many sincere disciples that you have created, and so many grand-disciples as well. It is truly apparent that your mercy is still flowing and will continue to flow for the next ten thousand years and beyond. You will go down in history as the greatest acarya, who saved the whole world and created a house in which everyone can live.

Hare Krsna.

Your servants at ISKCON Vancouver, Canada. 

Villaggio Hare Krsna

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your holy lotus feet. All glories unto you! All glories to the anniversary of your wonderful appearance in this world!

During a press conference in New York City in March of 1975, a reporter asked you, “At what age did you realize the highest truth?” At first you answered indirectly out of humility, giving credit to the parampara and to your father, but the man persisted. Finally you said, “At the age of four or five years.” The man was astonished. But the more wonderful thing is that you are eternally self-realized, since from eternal time you have never forgotten the highest truth, Lord Sri Krsna. All the devotees around you in New York exploded with “Jaya! Haribol!” and the beating of mrdangas out of their happiness and appreciation of your greatness.

This planet is very fortunate to have received the dust of your lotus feet. From the very beginning of your advent Krsna watched over you and guided you, inspiring you directly to become the founder-acarya of ISKCON.

You received the instructions from your spiritual master to spread the teachings of Lord Gauranga (gauravani pracarine), and always in all details you have followed the instructions of Gauranga, and you have guided your followers with great love. We can learn from you what the words “love” and “to be loving” mean. From the very beginning your disciples offered everything just to satisfy you because you were so loving. When the book distributors, the sankirtana devotees, were flooding the entire planet with love for Krsna, you greatly appreciated their effort, and you encouraged them with love, saying “Double it.” Srila Prabhupada, you are the most excellent paramahamsa, free from any material contamination, the most pure. In your pastimes you have always given the best example of how to control the mind by using it in the service of the spiritual master. This is the key to success: vyavasayatmika buddhir ekeha, to satisfy the spiritual master and not deviate.

I’m trying to follow the good example of your elevated disciples, such as His Holiness Hridayananda Maharaja, who by your mercy has completed the translation of Srimad-Bhagavatam. There are not enough words in all the planets to glorify your great devotion. You have offered everyone the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Millions of thanks to you.

I desire to ask a benediction. Please help me develop more love for you, for the maha-mantra, for ISKCON, and for your devoted followers. 

Everything connected with you is extremely valuable. I especially appreciate your recorded lectures and bhajans; simply to hear your voice, so full of love for Krsna, is of great benefit, destroying darkness. Your books are the only ones that deserve to be studied carefully and attentively.

I thank you millions and millions of times for coming down from the spiritual world and appearing on this planet. With great patience you waited for the right time to come to the West and deliver the message of Srimad-Bhagavatam. All glories unto you, Srila Prabhupada! I hope to become a chaste disciple serving you with more enthusiasm by performing the sacred and pure mission of distributing your wonderful books, which act like bombs to explode the fortress of illusion.

One last request: Please bless the devotees who were developing a taste for sankirtana but who have left that service. Please inspire them to return to that service, because it is the most purifying. Distributing your books is all-purifying for the heart; there is no other yajna more powerful than spreading the holy name by distributing your Srimad-Bhagavatam and other books by you, Srila Prabhupada, the great maha-bhagavata.

All glories to the assembled devotees! All glories unto you, Srila Prabhupada!

Your devotees at Villaggio Hare Krishna, Italy.

(written by Durgama dasa) 

Vrndavana

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Srila Prabhupada’s Supreme Perfection in Vrndavana

Twenty-five years ago, on Ram Navami day,

You invoked the presence of Krishna-Balaram.

Single-handedly you fulfilled your master’s order

And returned a success to Sri Vrndavan Dham.

The supreme triumph in a life of devotion—

You offered the first arati to Their lotus feet.

You smiled resplendent as you turned to the crowd;

Ecstatic kirtan made the occasion complete.

When you left Vrndavan alone, nine years before,

You had only some books and a dream to achieve.

By your determined devotion you created

A temple that no one else could even conceive.

You transformed mlecchas into brahman pujaris,
Like an alchemist who turns iron into gold.

Your touchstone was the transcendental holy name

And the message of Bhagavad-gita you told.

Just as you could invoke Their Lordships to appear

In murti form, though They seemed to be made of stone.

You somehow invoked devotional qualities

In completely unqualified sinners to the bone.

By your sincere devotion Radha-Krsna came

And accepted all the offerings from these boys.

What a miracle you displayed here in the Dham!

And on this Vyasa-puja day we rejoice.

By your unlimited kindness you keep us here,

A confirmation of your supreme perfection.

Not just a passing fad whimsically accepted—

No, twenty-five years of love and devotion.

By the thousands and lakhs they come to examine

The international temple for everyone.

We eternally aspire to serve you here—

Prabhupada’s supreme perfection in Vrndavan.

Your servants in Vrndavana, India.

 **************

6 BBTs

Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (North America)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

We all came to this movement to give up our worldly mess,

To say “Good-by” to intoxication, meat-eating, and illicit sex.

We vowed to you we’d never again pursue a mundane career,

And accepted your books as the law books for the next ten thousand years.

You told us that we’d please you if we pleased the TP and GBC,

Distributing your books, the holy name, and prasad for eternity,

That we’d become the most fortunate and help others to become seers,

That your books would be the law books for the next ten thousand years.

We want to push on your mission, to be good daughters and sons,

We won’t rest till we repay our debt, a task that’ll never be done.

We want that every man and woman on this planet will revere

Your books, the law books for mankind for the next ten thousand years.

At times we may be rascals, at times we may act like fools,

When we forget the vast distinction between us and you. 

But that dirt is easily removed and our hearts made pure and clear

When we take shelter of your books, the law books for the next ten thousand years.

We’ve struggled since you left us, though your vani still oils the gears.

Some temples have closed up, and others seem quite a bit in arrears.

But we know that we can please you, we know you’re with us here,

When we profusely distribute your books, the law books for the next ten thousand years.

Someone must give diksa, it says so in the CC,

And everyone should give siksa, giving the holy name without a fee.

But you give the real siksa to one who submissively hears

Your books, the law books for mankind for the next ten thousand years.

Somehow the movement goes on and on, by the mercy of Krsna and you,

Though people come and people go and do what people do.

Those who’ve stayed have cooperated, though sometimes shedding tears,

To see that your books will be mankind’s law books for the next ten thousand years.

Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

Your servants at the North American BBT offices, in Los Angeles, California, USA. 

Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (Northern Europe)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances! All glories to Your Divine Grace!

"What assurance of real happiness is there in all one’s wealth, youth, sons, and relatives? This life totters like a drop of water on a lotus petal; therefore you should always worship the lotus feet of Lord Hari." (Bhajahu Re Mana Sri Nanda-nandana, by Govinda dasa Kaviraja)

There is nothing in this material world that will stay permanently the same, except the eternal process of change. Every second we witness changes when the ocean of material energy moves and causes the situations around us to alter their face. Eternal time causes great empires and civilizations to rise and again fall into oblivion. Personal relationships come to an end when our dear ones leave us, and ultimately our very bodies vanish as if they had never existed. As spirit souls, we hanker for permanent love and happiness. We hope to find that secure state in devotional service and in our spiritual relationships, but sometimes we have to go through cruel tests when the waves of maya separate us from our spiritual guide, and we are left bewildered and seemingly alone in the midst of darkness. Where can we find a source of inspiration in a spiritual crisis? Where is our shelter?

Dear Srila Prabhupada, we humbly pray to you to help us. We have in our mind your final pastimes on this planet, when with a weakening voice you dictated the last sentences to your life's work -- the translation and commentary on the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Dutifully and lovingly you carried out your mission to the last moments of your life on Earth. For you, Vedic literature was life; for us, your example has become life-giving inspiration. You gave us the light of Vedic wisdom in a relatively simple and very understandable fashion. We can always turn our faces toward its light and immediately rise above the hopelessness of material existence.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, please give your blessings and shelter to those devotees who are trying to maintain the book publishing and distribution mission. Grant them new vision, strength. and courage to go on in your spirit, to relieve the misery of this Earth, which cries under the load of ugly pleasures and sins.

Your servants at the offices of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust in Korsnas Gard, Sweden.

(written by Jagadambika-devi dasi)

*************

7 Others

Back to Godhead

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

As your aspiring servants, we naturally look to your example in all areas of devotional service. Today we are meditating on your quality of selfless giving. Inspired by the order of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, you always thought of how to give Krsna consciousness to others. Despite the demands of household life, you launched Back to Godhead magazine in 1944, single-handedly writing, producing, and distributing it. So great was your desire to give the message of Godhead to others through BTG, that you would sometimes neglect eating to pay for printing.

The same spirit of giving guided you as you translated the Bhagavatam and wrote your enlightening purports, first in the sacred shelter of Radha-Damodara, and later wherever in the world your mission of giving carried you.

When you landed in America in 1965, you seemed penniless, but you carried the greatest treasure, eager to find souls willing to receive it.

In your twelve years with us, you gave of yourself constantly. We who cherish our solitude can only marvel at how you made yourself accessible to thousands of people. We hear of the early days in places like New York, San Francisco, and Montreal, when your spiritual children would sometimes drop in unannounced. In their eagerness for your audience, they sometimes transgressed the etiquette of the guru-disciple relationship. But as their loving father, you gave them your time, inspiring them to give their lives for the service of Krsna and humanity.

You could inspire dedication in others because your life was a perfect example of full dedication. Anyone who heard you speak in public can testify that your focus was on giving Krsna. And those privileged souls who traveled with you and served you personally can testify that your giving didn’t stop when you were out of the public view. Sometimes, when relishing a point of Krsna conscious philosophy, you would wake your staff in the middle of the night to share it with them. You couldn’t keep it to yourself; you had to give.

This gushing of krsna-katha is a sign of a pure devotee. You gave Krsna not out of duty, but out of spontaneous love. 

By your great mercy and wisdom, you have left us a storehouse of teachings that never stop giving, even in your physical absence. We pray for the desire to wholeheartedly accept your gifts and to awaken appreciation for them in the hearts of millions.

Your eternal servants, the Back to Godhead staff, Alachua, Florida, USA.

Bhaktivedanta Archives

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our most humble obeisances.

In the Bhagavad-gita (2.54) Arjuna asks Krsna:

sthita-prajnasya ka bhasa samadhi-sthasya kesava 

sthita-dhih kim prabhaseta kim asita vrajeta kim

“O Krsna, what are the symptoms of one whose consciousness is thus merged in transcendence? How does he speak, and what is his language? How does he sit, and how does he walk?”

And Krsna’s answer is:

prajahati yada kaman sarvan partha mano-gatan 

atmany evatmana tustah sthita-prajnas tadocyate

“O Partha, when a man gives up all varieties of desire for sense gratification, which arise from mental concoction, and when his mind, thus purified, finds satisfaction in the self alone, then he is said to be in pure transcendental consciousness.”

How have you attained this platform? In all the years of proofreading and preserving information at the Bhaktivedanta Archives, we have seen that the teachings of Your Divine Grace are absolutely consistent. There is never an occasion when you said something like “You know, I said this yesterday, but I’ve changed my mind about that; it’s really like this.” How could you be so consistent? The answer is simple: you immersed yourself in the sastra and the instructions of your spiritual master. There is nothing in your thinking that deviates from these principles. Thus there are no desires for sense gratification, and this is the only way that there can be no mental concoction. And so you are fixed in the eternal consciousness, Krsna consciousness.

Pradyumna dasa, your “panditji,” was once asked what he considered to be your most important contribution or activity or attribute. His reply was breathtaking: “Srila Prabhupada gave form to the spiritual energy.” After all, this is the most important aspect of Vaisnava philosophy, that God has form and this form can be realized and understood even here in this material world. When you think about it, all the things that we commonly call “the Hare Krsna movement”—the simple living, the Deities, the dress, the lifestyle, the etiquette, the rituals, the kirtana, dance, prasadam (the list is endless and variegated)—all are personified by your form and activities. You are the perfect manifestation of the answer to Arjuna’s question.

Earlier this year we were asked to speak to a group of devotees about the Bhaktivedanta Archives and its activities and duties, and this led us to compile a list of items that are being preserved and maintained in the Bhaktivedanta Archives. We are presenting this list to you and to all the devotees on this holiest of occasions so that you and the devotees may bless these humble efforts, and so that by your mercy it may continue. Because there are so many items and they are so diverse, even over twenty-three years there have not been the proper resources or manpower to catalog everything, so some of these figures are estimates:

Original materials:

2,000 hours of original audiotape; 400 pages of handwritten essays, manuscripts, and other documents; 6,250 letters or copies of letters by Srila Prabhupada; 1,000 letters to Srila Prabhupada; 10,000 pages of transcripts of Srila Prabhupada’s translations and purports to the Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Caitanya-caritamrta, Isopanisad, and other books; 18,000 color slides of Srila Prabhupada; 3,000 color negatives of Srila Prabhupada; 10,000 black and white negatives of Srila Prabhupada; 75,000 color slides of ISKCON activities; 10,000 black and white negatives of ISKCON activities; 46 hours of film and video footage of Srila Prabhupada in various formats.

Published works and microfiche and digital copies:

Bhaktivedanta VedaBase program and content files; 2,000 hours of digital audiotape masters (extra copies in Sweden, Australia, and underground storage); set of first editions of the English BBT publications; microfiche of 40,000 pages of transcripts of Srila Prabhupada’s tapes and documents; 89 distribution masters for the CD Ministry (music and spoken word); 1,326 distribution masters for the Tape Ministry (music and spoken word); 1,500 high resolution images of BBT artworks on CD-ROM; 2,000 hi-res images of the best of the color slides of Srila Prabhupada on CD-ROM; 2,000 hi-res images of black and white negatives of Srila Prabhupada on CD-ROM; various published volumes of the letters, lectures, diaries, and conversations of Srila Prabhupada, totaling more than 60 books; microfiche of over 300,000 pages of Matsya Project Vedic literatures, containing both first and second phases of the project.

In this material world there are always disasters and rumors of disasters, wars and rumors of wars. In the last year we underwent the Y2K rumors of disaster. Some were predicting the end of civilization as we know it, and there was considerable debate within the devotee community on the proper measures to prepare for this event. Fortunately, there was no such catastrophe, but Y2K served as a reminder to us to be ever diligent. We are mindful that you said on many occasions that the only true preparation for disaster is the chanting of Hare Krsna, because in the end we all have our own personal disaster to face at the time of death, when we will have to depart these bodies. By your mercy we will continue this chanting.

At the Bhaktivedanta Archives we are privileged to look after the precious relics assigned to our care. We pray that you will continue to bless our efforts and keep us engaged in the service of your lotus feet.

Your servants at the Bhaktivedanta Archives, Sandy Ridge, North Carolina, USA.

Bhaktivedanta Center

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

As our spiritual preceptor, you’re eternally and lovingly destroying our illusion with the multi-million-watt candle-power of the torchlight of spiritual knowledge. The destruction of the illusion we so tightly grasp is critical to our hoped-for spiritual life. 

Most people, believing they’re way too busy for spiritual life, wrongly feel that bhakti-yoga would be a drain on their time. They do find time, though, to work overtime—attempting to invent the next wheel or some new labor-saving device—which will ultimately occupy the time they’re supposedly going to be saving. Your admonition to use our time wisely and cultivate Krsna consciousness will, if implemented, result in our attaining the perfection of life and ultimately going back home, back to Godhead. 

When one does have some measure of leisure time, so many hypotheses on the human condition are proffered, and you so nicely point out their inaccuracies. Many jivas are enamored of the materialistic so-called philosophers, who with big, big words simply juggle their mental conclusions. In speaking about the existentialist philosopher Camus, who “inspired” so many miserable people with his “I don’t care” attitude, you rendered his ersatz philosophical foundation nil with only four words: “But he took care.” Minimum words, maximum effect. 

In our attempts at preaching Krsna consciousness, we see that some jivas are siphoned away from the bona fide process by a plethora of quasi-spiritual groups—everything from encounter groups, sweat lodges, and walking labyrinths to the ever-popular psychospiritualists. Your clear and authoritative Bhaktivedanta purports allow us to see how bogus are these new varieties of spiritual farce, and like a flame touched to parchment they burn these straw men to ashes.

Western so-called civilization can be likened to a double-edged sword in that it cuts both ways. On the one hand we have an enormous potential for change, or material advancement. Materially, practically anything we want is here for the taking. The down side is that we become accustomed to immediate sense gratification. Thus anything requiring a little time to bring to fruition stands a good chance of being rejected in favor of something giving an immediate sensory response. It’s the age-old case of preyas vs. sreyas. Without spiritual life, as is so often the case, our ego keeps pace, stride for stride, with the material advancement, thus becoming quite inflated and well developed, and ultimately we lose sight of who or what we actually are. Your Divine Grace nicely pops this bubble, and in spite of abundant opposition, you are delivering Lord Krsna’s message to anyone, anywhere, and at any time.

Your spiritual instructions and the society you envision that we, collectively, will continue and build upon will be, when your instructions are fully implemented, a transcendental finishing school where our spiritual understanding and etiquette, due entirely to your efforts, will prepare us for our next birth—hopefully a spiritual one. Who is giving such a legacy? Though we are unfortunate, still you’re giving us all good fortune—if we’ll only take up this process.

The expectation is that we will indeed take up this spiritual life in all earnestness, until we leave our bodies, with the hope of achieving the goal of life: revival of our eternal relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna. You admonish us not to let our spiritual lives become a fashion, as we were trained up to do in Churchianity. Rather than opting for the safety of the bhajananandi position and in seclusion wrapping up your exemplary spiritually saturated life in India, you most chastely and gloriously fulfilled your Guru Maharaja’s request. For this incomparable effort and for your guidance we can only fall at your lotus feet repeatedly and eternally. The love you are showing the world makes everything else pale in comparison.

Desiring always to remain in your lotus shadow as your lowly servants, we remain

Your aspiring devotees at the Bhaktivedanta Center, Charlottesville, Virginia, USA.

(written by Amit Acara dasa) 

Bhaktivedanta College of Education and Culture

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to the most blessed event of your Sri Vyasa-puja!

In a letter dated 12 October 1974, you wrote, 

But before saving others we must first see that we ourselves are protected from the dangerous effects of maya. Therefore my recommendation to you is that you should associate yourself with my disciples in one of our Krishna Consciousness centers, practice our regulative principles, and study my books very carefully. 

And in a lecture given in February 1970 you emphasized that “in addition to the classes, study of our scriptures must be done very scrutinizingly.” 

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for blessing the growth of the Bhaktivedanta College of Education and Culture (BCEC) as one of your many instruments to help us fulfill your desire. Since its beginning in Durban in July 1991, BCEC has expanded to Johannesburg, Pretoria, Cape Town, Mauritius, Nairobi, Mayapur, Hong Kong, Manila, Cebu, Vancouver, Toronto, Washington, D.C., Houston, Trinidad, and Guyana. Over four thousand people, both seasoned devotees and beginners, have graduated from various courses offered by that BCEC.

We pray that you continue to bless us to study and share this sublime transcendental knowledge with others.

Your servants at the Bhaktivedanta College of Education and Culture, Durban, South Africa. 

(written by Madri-devi dasi) 

Bhaktivedanta Gurukula and International School

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

A Gathering of Praise

Srila Prabhupada,

with golden cymbals in hand

you sing so sweetly.

In a foreign place

you walk down the street with grace,

with a steady pace.

Bold heroic man,

gentle father leading all,

Srila Prabhupada.

Serious strong smile,

messages that will not die,

by Srila Prabhupada.

When you look at the Deity

of Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara,

tears pour from your eyes.

Srila Prabhupada,

you smile eternally.

Bless us with that smile.

Hare Krsna,

Srila Prabhupada,

please accept us.

Your servants at the Bhaktivedanta Gurukula and International School in Sri Vrndavana Dhama, India.

(written by students in the 7th to 10th grades)

Bhaktivedanta Institute (Berkeley and Mumbai)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Sometimes people say that Your Divine Grace died in November 1977. But then we can recollect your words here in Berkeley in response to a reporter who asked what would happen after your disappearance. Your response was that “I will live forever in my books, and you will utilize.” Of course, Bhaktivinoda Thakura made the same point in his oft-quoted verse about the Vaisnavas: 

He reasons ill who tells that Vaisnavas die

    When thou art living still in sound!

The Vaisnavas die to live, and living try

    To spread the holy name around! 

We can practically see that you are still very much with us, and we still associate with you by reading your transcendental books.

Whenever this Vyasa-puja ceremony is performed, we feel obliged to bring Your Divine Grace some report of how we are trying to execute your many instructions for how to preach to scientists. Thus we would like to report that one of our members, Rasaraja dasa, published a paper entitled “Quantum Theory and the Observation Problem” in a reputable scientific journal, The Journal of Consciousness Studies. We are also continuing to offer a graduate program granting Masters and Ph.D. degrees through the authority of Birla Institute of Technology and Science at Pilani, one of India’s top technical schools.

In the course of our conversations with scientists, we have heard several reputable scientists say that a new science is coming. We are also trying very hard to bring in this new science. We believe that Lord Caitanya is making many arrangements in the scientific world to bring about a revolution in science. Therefore, the new science will be the science of the Golden Age of Lord Caitanya. Your transcendental books will give the basic conceptual outline of this science. O Srila Prabhupada, please engage us in Lord Caitanya’s mission of revealing this new science. People are suffering under the philosophy that “consciousness is a product of matter.”

We are begging to remain engaged in your preaching mission.

Your servants at the Bhaktivedanta Institute in Berkeley, California, USA,  and Mumbai, India.

Bhaktivedanta Society

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

This year, I feel, we can offer you something tangible here in Israel. 

Although our external aspect is not so devotional, and instead of living in the traditional temple and following regulated devotional life most of us attend the university and have mostly student association, still, we learned how to develop loving relations within our community, we started to take seriously the cleaning of the anarthas from our hearts, and, most important, we began to learn how to approach all your (karmi) children with love and friendship. As a result, we are hardly considered a sect anymore, and the public has learned to appreciate our contribution of devotion and personalism to the local culture. We are even able to preach to religious people. They appreciate our philosophy and often find elements of it within their own culture. People are happy to receive your books willingly give contributions. 

I think all this is due to your inconceivable guidance and inspiration. Please help us to become free from politics, to dive wholly and purely into preaching to the suffering souls, and to love the devotees.

Your servants at the Bhaktivedanta Society, Israel.

(written by Guna Avatara dasa)

Cleveland Nama Hatta 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

O dear Prabhupada, we pledge our hearts to thee, 

For you have given us the key 

To life eternal, peace, joy, and freedom.

And because of you, pure devotees we will be.

You walked this earth in absolute reality,

A true personification of love and humility.

You asked nothing for yourself but gave life to all else.

O renowned one, esteemed one, renounced one.

So take our hearts and mold them to Krsna’s will,

And on them let them bear the seal 

of Krsna consciousness, that’s love of God.

All glories to Your Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada!

Then tell us, Sri Guru, what can we do for you?

What can one give for the gift of life?

Just let us always be surrendered at your lotus feet,

And surely then Sri Krsna’s favor we will meet.

Dearest Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our humble obeisances. We are feeling so much separation from your lotus feet.

The above song, penned by Krsnanandini-devi dasi, who was initiated by Your Divine Grace in Dallas, Texas, in September of 1972, is a small seed of our desire to serve you. We are realizing your mercy daily as we endeavor to share Krsna consciousness in Cleveland, Ohio, and surrounding towns. Thank you for the awesome legacy you have bequeathed to us in the form of your books, your example, your disciples, and all the other weapons you left with us (the holy names, tilaka, Deity service, sankirtana, and the previous acaryas). We pray that Srimati Radharani and Lord Nityananda will bestow Their mercy upon us as we try to reflect the deep and genuine love that you have given us. 

Your servants of the Nama Hatta program in Cleveland, Ohio, USA. 

College Traveling Sankirtana Party

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

On this day commemorating your divine appearance, we would like to thank you for engaging us in the service of Lord Caitanya by way of your unique process of preaching through book distribution.

Just like Vyasa, you have taken the topmost conclusions of the Vedas and made them understandable to the common mass of people in this unfortunate age. Through wonderful analogies and practical instructions, you have enabled anyone who has a little faith or sufficient intelligence to begin the process of krsna-bhakti. By hearing from you, taking to the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, and taking the association of those devotees following in your footsteps, any conditioned soul can become fortunate and actually become a devotee of Lord Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada, by assisting you in your book distribution mission, we are witnessing you preaching to and affecting innumerable conditioned souls. We daily feel enlivened to see you perpetuating and expanding Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement. We are completely happy to be the “peon postmen” who carry the message you have so clearly written. Ending each day with new realizations and a lighter, cleaner heart, we know that you are actually delivering us to Krsna consciousness through this service; not by our sadhana alone could we feel so connected to you and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Knowing that we can never repay you for all that you have given us, we bow down at your lotus feet and beg you for your mercy so that we may eternally have this confidential service of assisting you in distributing Lord Caitanya’s mercy to others. Although wandering here and there on your behalf, we feel happily at home in the shade of your lotus feet.

Your servants doing College TSKP in the USA.

Food for Life Global

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

On behalf of all the Food for Life devotees, please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your service! All glories to Sri Krsna prasadam!

One never gets bored with Krsna prasadam. In fact, once you have experienced the Lord’s mercy you can never forget it, what to speak of tiring of it. Like the Lord, it is ever fresh, pure, energizing, satisfying, and calming. It soothes our disturbed minds, calms our passions, uplifts our souls, and helps us cope with the many complex and distracting material affairs we encounter daily. Prasadam is the true elixir of material life. Without prasadam our bodies are simply dead and worthless. With prasadam our bodies become transformed into vital emissaries of good will and productivity.

A devotee does not “eat” prasadam but rather “accepts” the Lord’s mercy. When we accept prasadam we in fact serve the Lord and invite Him into our hearts. As the Lord sits upon the throne of our hearts, He blesses us with transcendental wisdom and purifies our senses, beginning with the tongue. “Spiritual life begins with the tongue,” you told us, Srila Prabhupada. How deeply profound that statement is, and yet how simplistic and deceiving as well. Such is the mystery of devotional service. Such is the mystery of prasadam!

Tonight we heard a nice lecture by Nityodita Swami from New Vrndavana. He spoke about the essence of devotional service as illustrated in chanting, dancing, and feasting and encouraged us to develop affection for Krsna though these activities. He reminded us of the time when you would cut one apple into small pieces after your lecture in New York so that every guest in the room was able to get at least one morsel of prasadam. Such was your faith in the importance of prasadam!

Srila Prabhupada, we owe you so much for introducing us to the wonders of Krsna prasadam. Without it, I shudder to think where most of us would be right now. I was certainly saved by Krsna prasadam. It maintained my devotional creeper just like a baby is maintained by its mother’s breast milk. Early on in my devotional life I caught the importance of Krsna prasadam and wanted to share it with others. In fact, my first service was serving prasadam and cleaning the restaurant. However, my attachment came much earlier than that. I still remember attending the Sunday Feasts and taking home four to five large plastic containers of prasadam “leftovers” to have another feast with my friends when I returned! Oh, how sweet those memories are.

More important, though, is that your “prasadam legacy” has lived on and expanded immensely through Hare Krsna Food for Life. Now more than ever in the history of the world, people from all walks of life are getting a chance to experience Krsna prasadam. From one perspective this is a glorious act of humanitarianism, especially when we see your devotees risking their lives to serve prasadam to flood victims, as they did in Orissa and Mozambique. And from another perspective we can see the wonder of Krsna’s hand blessing His children with the seed of love of God and thus preparing them for further devotional service. Indeed Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked us to help Him distribute the fruits of love of God, and so surely Food for Life is an expression of that desire.

Having said that, we must also acknowledge that you, Srila Prabhupada, are also Krsna prasadam and that all the glory that comes with prasadam can be equally ascribed to you. For you too are ever fresh, pure, uplifting, satisfying, and calming to be with. You soothe our disturbed minds with your presence, calm our passions with your merciful glance, uplift our souls with your purity, and help us cope with the many complex and distracting material affairs with your transcendental wisdom.

You are the true elixir of our life. Without you, our bodies are simply dead and worthless. With you our bodies become transformed into vital emissaries of good will and productivity. You are the personification of Lord Caitanya’s fruit of love of God.

Thank you for being who you are.

Your prasadam distributors throughout the world.

(written by Priyavrata dasa) 

Hare Krishna World
Dear Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace on the anniversary of your merciful appearance on earth!
Having entered a new millennium, we are looking beyond the year 2000 to what we want this project to be. To draw inspiration, we remember your instructions on publishing a newspaper, as Hare Krishna World founder Mukunda Goswami recalled them:
In 1970 Srila Prabhupada asked his followers to print a daily newspaper—half Hare Krsna events, and the other half news of the world, laced with ISKCON analysis and commentary.
Srila Prabhupada, as a most pragmatic preacher, you understood the economic, political, and cultural forces that sway people’s consciousness and behavior. You have generously delivered transcendental knowledge to help people of all backgrounds connect with their true spiritual nature. You are also expert at teaching us how to avoid the pitfalls of this material world, including lust, greed, and ignorance.
Today communication is sped up tremendously by computers. Sometimes harmful rumors spread faster than wildfire. Economic disparity among the populations of the world is widening. Large international corporations have the power to exploit whole nations as never before. Species of animals and plants are disappearing, and the air, water, and soil are becoming increasingly toxic. Children’s minds are being twisted by sex and violence in the media, in communities, and even in the home. Genetically modified and hybrid foods are being forced upon farmers, and no one knows the long-range effects.
To each of these ills, there is a Krsna conscious solution. And you, Srila Prabhupada, have addressed them all. That is what we want to continue to do with your newspaper. We want it to tackle the important issues that affect everyday lives so that our readers can equip themselves mentally and spiritually to find the Krsna conscious response for themselves and their loved ones.
All around the world, your followers are busily engaged in serving Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement. By publishing their stories, we want to encourage devotees everywhere to find joy and courage in the execution of their spiritual activities, even when faced with great obstacles.
Since the newspaper began in 1981, our society has grown closer to maturity, and sometimes at great cost. In 1990 ISKCON’s Governing Body Commission (GBC) officially censured us for reporting on a controversial public debate in San Diego (filmed by ISKCON Television) between ritvikism proponents and ISKCON. We came within a hair’s breadth of being shut down. But we felt that the openness of the discussion was a sign that we were growing up as a society. This cropped up again when we covered problems at New Vrndavan and child abuse in ISKCON schools.
We felt the stakes were too high to completely gloss over these problems. We didn’t think ignoring them would make them go away. And we felt that you would want us to be forthright with our readers.
The ritvikism report and a few other articles tumbled us into the arena of internal debate. The timeless struggle between conservative and liberal had begun. We saw it as “creative tension,” a healthy but challenging development that spoke of unity in diversity. All this led to a more penetrating outlook, not only on ourselves but on the world around us.
As we enter the new millennium, internal differences are still with us. Some will be resolved and others will continue. But we feel that these issues are subordinate to a greater struggle: Godliness versus atheism and ultimate good against ultimate evil.
Our newspaper detailed a decade-long struggle at England’s Bhaktivedanta Manor that resulted in approval for public worship. For fourteen years we wrote about events leading up to the greatly reduced final settlement of a multi-million dollar judgment against ISKCON, alleging that we hid a teenage girl from her parents. From the newspaper’s inception in 1981 to the imprisoned Soviet devotees’ release in 1987, the editors had rallied support for worldwide protests against the Soviet government’s harassment. These three campaigns—among many others—are but a part of the greater story of how ISKCON asserts its mission to establish and propagate God consciousness in a godless world.
For a mountain climber, each successive step is a small triumph. And a big victory is waiting at the top. Of course, there are always other mountains. Your spiritual master said that the Krsna consciousness movement would be successful when the high-court judges wear tilaka. This is a lofty and difficult goal, but well worth striving for. Acceptance of such missions impossible is the basis and driving force behind Hare Krishna World.
Our clarion call for a Krsna conscious world of the future now resounds with the determination and patience of maturing missionaries. We hope some day we can cover this and more—through a daily newspaper reaching the homes and hearts of millions. We know the odds are against us. But our faith to steadily endeavor with confidence comes from you. And with your mercy, we know that it is possible.
Thank you, Srila Prabhupada. Hare Krsna!
Your servants, the staff at Hare Krishna World, Alachua, Florida, USA.

(written by Sarva-satya dasa) 

Institute for Applied Spiritual Technology

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

On behalf of the Institute for Applied Spiritual Technology and our spiritual master, His Holiness Bhakti-tirtha Swami, we offer our most humble obeisances.

Although we are second-generation ISKCON devotees, we feel we know you very well. We see you in your pictures. We hear you in your books. We speak to you as we worship your murti. Our relationship is not bound by material restrictions, being based on the transcendental principles you have brought to us. How can one read the Bhagavad-gita or Srimad-Bhagavatam and not feel one knows you, Srila Prabhupada? Your unwavering focus, gentle compassion, and boundless humility are clearly seen in your books, your other instructions, and your wondrous accomplishments. And we see you very clearly in your son, our beloved Gurudeva. He is a living, dynamic manifestation of your causeless mercy and loving potency.

We offer you our humble obeisances and awe-inspired appreciation for the courage and extraordinary devotion you displayed in delivering to us the matchless gift of Krsna consciousness. Young children are totally dependent on their father and mother, but as they mature they appreciate the great sacrifices their grandfather undertook to make all they know and love available.

All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada!

Your servants at the Institute for Applied Spiritual Technology, Silver Spring, Maryland, USA.

International Society for Cow Protection

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Follow the cow path.

It is well worn, well traveled.

Edged into the hillside 

By the passage of heavy hoofs.

Where will the cow path lead you?

If you have lost your way,

Follow the cow path.

The cows know the way home.

If you are lonely,

Follow the cow path.

The cows are not far ahead.

If you are thirsty,

Follow the cow path.

The cows know where the river flows.

If you are hungry,

Follow the cow path.

The cows know where the apple trees grow. 

Follow the cow path.

It is well worn, well traveled.

Edged into the hillside

By the passage of heavy hoofs.

Where will the cow path lead you?

If you are looking for life’s meaning,

Follow the cow’s footprints on the cow path.

Their four legs are the four pillars of religious life.

If you are looking for Lord Krsna,

Follow His footprints on the cow path.

Follow His example of cowherd boy. 

If you are seeking to please Srila Prabhupada,

Follow the cow path, the path of cow seva. 

You will meet Lord Krsna and His cows at the path’s end. 

If you are feeling separation from Srila Prabhupada,

Follow the cow path behind him, our eternal guide.

By his merciful guidance you will not fall on the way.

When Lord Krsna appeared, He purposefully became a cowherd boy and showed personally how to give protection to the cows and calves. Similarly, He showed respect to Sudama Vipra, a real brahmana. From the Lord’s personal activities, human society should learn how to give protection specifically to the brahmanas and cows. Then the protection of religious principles, fulfillment of the aim of life, and protection of Vedic knowledge can be achieved. Without protection of cows, brahminical culture cannot be maintained; and without brahminical culture, the aim of life cannot be fulfilled. The Lord, therefore, is described as go-brahmana-hitaya because His incarnation is only for the protection of the cows and brahmanas. Unfortunately, because in Kali-yuga there is no protection of the cows and brahminical culture, everything is in a precarious position. If human society wants to be exalted, the leaders of society must follow the instructions of Bhagavad-gita and give protection to the cows, the brahmanas, and brahminical culture. [Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.24.5, purport]

Srila Prabhupada’s servants at the International Society for Cow Protection and the ISKCON Ministry of Cow Protection and Agriculture.

ISKCON Education of North Carolina, Inc.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

The vision you gave us for a perfect society has yet to be realized. As part of accomplishing the realization of that vision, we need the children who are being raised in Krsna consciousness to have a firm and deep understanding of the philosophy and lifestyle you have taught us. Further, they need to be prepared to live in the modern world as Vaisnavas with exemplary character and behavior.

Please help us to assist you. Surely Lord Krsna has already accomplished His mission, and we can simply hope to be His instruments. But why should He accept us who are so fallen? Only by your intercession and intervention will Krsna use us to further the glorious work of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Please let our gurukula become both academically and spiritually successful even beyond what we can imagine. May our students become an example to the world of perfect Krsna conscious ladies and gentlemen.

Your servants at ISKCON School in Hillsborough, North Carolina, USA.

ISKCON Moscow Press Center

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances into the dust of your glorious lotus feet!

One more difficult year has passed since your last Vyasa-puja. Now I can see more distinctly that if you hadn’t been a loving grandfather, the loss of my spiritual father would have been fatal to my wretched self. But in spite of the calamity, I’m still capable of serving your eternal mission. By your divine grace you sent me such able assistants, and they’re doing so nicely!

Russians are still troubled by political and economic instability. They need your wonderful books even more than others do. Nonetheless, many reject them just as a small, diseased child rejects the medicine that can save him.

The ISKCON Moscow Press Center is trying to build a bridge between the ignorant public and your books. This is why we regularly issue a media bulletin called “Hare Krsna Today,” write articles for the Russian press neutralizing derogatory publications, send news releases with the Vedic view on current events, and cultivate journalists. This is also why we have prepared the first issue of an externally mundane Russian-Indian full-color mass-market quarterly magazine called Parallels, which shows many cultural, spiritual, linguistic, and socio-economic parallels between the Russians and Indians. By your divine grace, an old friend of ISKCON who is a professional designer and artist has joined us and made the magazine look very attractive.

Please, by your divine grace, send us a sponsor to print the first issue of Parallels so we can spread your glory all over the place! Please continue to shower your mercy upon your still immature grandchildren at the ISKCON Moscow Press Center.

Your servants at the ISKCON Moscow Press Center, Russia.

(written by Vipina-purandara dasa)

ISKCON Television (ITV)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

In the material world, the farther away from an object one is, the smaller it appears. However, just the opposite is true in your case. As the years separate us from your physical presence with ever more distance, inconceivably, your stature continues to grow. Although you were shorter than most of your disciples, even when your vapu was present you always appeared to tower over us. You had an aristocratic manner, a self-confidence, a peacefulness, and an omniscience that we all looked up to. Twenty-three years later, you loom larger than life itself. I can understand that the more we see the way maya tricks us to choose profit and adoration in the name of devotional service, the more we can see how humble you remained despite all the opulences offered to Your Divine Grace. Nobody ever felt that you had some ulterior motive or political agenda in any of your relationships. Your intentions were always pure—and always perceived to be pure. None of the devotees questioned your sincerity. Now your lofty example lives as the Mt. Meru of bhakti-yoga.

Since last year’s auspicious celebration of your transcendental appearance, ITV has completed The Disciple of My Disciple, which presents our understanding of your desire for your disciples to continue the tradition of the parampara. The interviews took me face to face with some of your most intimate disciples, and I could see them sincerely trying to carry out your desire. Of course, nobody can act as you did, but by your mercy the process of initiations is going on. Their memories of those final days with you were more than just touching; they illuminated to me the consistency of your teachings. They recalled how even as your body deteriorated you maintained your unwavering composure in continuing to share your Krsna consciousness with all who were present. We feel privileged to share this glimpse of your greatness with those who were not there.

The years ravage my body,

But unfulfilled desires

Pulse through my veins and

I attempt to satisfy my senses

Again and again.

Hope, the drug against the pains,

Sees no horizon,

So I continue

My futile attempts for gratification.

I find no fertile ground,

I find no peace of mind

In the material merry-go-round,

Although my search for answers

Has been satisfied by you

Again and again.

Perhaps with the passage of time

And your inconceivable mercy

I will, at last, surrender to your

Transcendental instructions,

Endure the discipline of attentive hearing,

Relinquish the notion

Of being the enjoyer

Again and again.

We were fortunate to have been donated six unpublished photos of you, which we have given to the Bhaktivedanta Archives library. From the pictures, you are head and shoulders above anyone else around you.

We beg to remain

Your aspiring servants at ITV, Los Angeles, California, USA.

(written by Nrsimhananda dasa)

Krishna Fest

Dear Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept our most humble and respectful obeisances to your divine lotus feet. 

How can we possibly properly glorify your transcendental qualities and the activities you performed while personally present in this world? You came here out of your infinite mercy toward us conditioned souls, who from time immemorial have had the tendency to enjoy independently from Krsna. Being covered by the three modes of material nature, we have forgotten our eternal relationship with the Supreme Lord.

Who can properly glorify the great effort and sacrifices you made when you left Vrndavana and came to the West? You associated with people whose only interest was sense gratification and elevated them to the platform of devotional service.

Your ability to use everything in Sri Krsna’s service by employing your immaculate intelligence has taught us to direct our lives to the Supreme Lord. How can we possibly adequately glorify your mercy in teaching us that? Whoever thinks he can do so is a clown. The only thing we can do is try to glorify your name and set a good example so others will also glorify your name. 

Once you said that whoever wanted to know you could know you through your books. We didn’t have the chance to meet you in person, but we have had the chance of knowing you through your books. And we see how as the years go by more and more persons are glorifying you because of contact with your books. 

The members of our small Krishna Fest party pray: Please give us your mercy and the strength to take it, so we can continue in this great family you have created, thus helping you in your great mission of taking everyone back home, back to Godhead. 

Aspiring to be the servants of your servants, we remain

The Krishna Fest traveling sankirtana party in Argentina.

Mayapur Institute of Higher Education

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances on this most auspicious day of your appearance. All glories to you, your transcendental books, and your transcendental movement!

Shortly after starting ISKCON you made it clear to your followers that you wanted Mayapur to be established as an educational center where devotees from around the world could come to receive training in all aspects of Krsna consciousness. Then in January 1976 you wrote in a letter: 

Bhakti-sastri, Bhakti-vaibhava, Bhaktivedanta, and Bhakti-sarvabhauma. All our brahmanas and anyone wanting to become brahmana, will have to sit for examination once a year at Mayapur.

Clearly the fulfillment of this vision will provide a tremendous facility to keep your movement strong and pure.

Srila Prabhupada, we are greatly inspired by this vision and are eager to be your instruments in executing your will. Please mercifully and intensely continue to engage us in this ecstatic service to ISKCON devotees from around the world.

Thank you.

Your servants at the Mayapur Institute of Higher Education. 

Ministry of Education Development

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I was born in the darkness of ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”

This mangalacaranam verse succinctly captures the purpose and intent of the educational process. Education is meant to bring one to a higher state of awareness, to liberate one from misconceptions, illusions, and doubts. Most enlightened thinkers throughout the ages have equated education with notions of enlightenment and liberation. While there appears to be much common ground among educators concerning the purpose of education, the means for approaching this destination, and the criteria for assessing whether we have achieved it, open the field for vast interpretation.

Sometimes, in a vain attempt to classify and categorize your instructions on education in general and Gurukula in particular, we find ourselves wedging deep divisions between various camps of opinion. In an attempt to bring some sense of rationality and method to our discussions, we have formulated twelve guiding principles from your collected teachings and your personal example. This is a work in progress, but here we would like to present these principles with the intention of providing a framework for common reference. Education requires such a demanding complexity of considerations that any reckless attempt to discuss it invariably produces confusion and bewilderment.

ISKCON education is governed by:

1. Srila Prabhupada’s teachings.

2. A conducive environment

3. Respect for the individual

4. Character formation

5. Qualified Personnel

6. Qualified students

7. Long-term vision

8. Clarity of purpose

9. Consideration of time, place, and circumstances

10. Appropriate utilization of resources

11. The dormant Krsna consciousness of the jiva
12. Attachment to Krsna and detachment from maya
Based on the definition of a principle being an axiomatic truth and, as you have explained in the introduction to Sri Isopanisad, universally applicable, we have attempted to bring the discussion of our educational endeavors within the realm of a manageable framework. Of course, since each of these categories is in itself open to unlimited interpretation, we might not expect much in the way of conclusive solutions. Still, as you so ably demonstrated in your personal efforts to establish this society, guiding principles are indispensable, and therefore we offer these as a starting point for rational dialogue among thoughtful devotees.

Providing an education consistent with our overriding goal of prema-pum-artha is no small feat. How to instill within our children the desire to willfully perform devotional service, to develop Vaisnava character, to be respectful, responsible, and righteous, to act with integrity and discrimination, to be attached to Krsna and detached from maya—this is a challenge we collectively bear as guardians of your legacy. As an exemplar of Vaisnava character, you lived these principles. You taught by example, by your personal responses, by your total commitment and absorption in Krsna consciousness. Education and empowerment were for you synonymous.

In appreciating the empowering aspect of the spiritual master who reveals the truth to the disciple, we do so with the understanding that this revelation necessitates a commitment and dedication to remaining on this level of awareness. In an attempt to develop educational systems that are empowering, we need to continually reevaluate and check ourselves to make sure that we are in line with these principles and that all concerned parties are progressing to higher stages of awareness. You captured the essence of education as a systematic and deliberate attempt to train the individual to become a competent thinker.

In a 1973 conversation with Bhakti Svarupa Damodara Maharaja, you emphatically proclaimed that the sole purpose for sending a child to school is to teach him how to think, to become inquisitive, to ask the “Why” question. “This,” you said, “is education,” this is the human form of life. Until we are trained to think, we remain on the animal platform. In the Bhagavad-gita, while describing the quality of peacefulness, you conclude that our whole quest for sanity revolves around the thinking process.

The power of thought should be developed in association with persons who are authorities in the scriptures, saintly persons and spiritual masters, and those whose thinking is highly developed. [Bhagavad-gita 10.5, purport] 

Education as enlightenment, then, may be equated with a systematic and deliberate approach to teaching our children how to think. Not indoctrinating them, not isolating them, but empowering them to think for themselves, to evaluate, to analyze and to become creative, dynamic young Vaisnavas dedicated to reasonableness and clarity of thought.

Please bless us, Srila Prabhupada, that we can inspire our dependents to become empowered representatives of your legacy. That they may develop the fine qualities of discrimination you unceasingly exemplified throughout your life as a preacher. That they may act with integrity and be proud of their Vaisnava inheritance. Finally, we pray that in our attempts to impart these qualities to our children we may develop them in ourselves, for possessing them is an unquestionable prerequisite for imparting them to others.

Your aspiring servants at the Ministry of Education Development, in Vrndavana, India.

(written by Prana dasa)

The Oxford Project

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet and our words of homage to Your Divine Grace.

His Holiness Mukunda Goswami informs us that on the very day you arrived in England for the first time in 1969, with your first words to your eagerly waiting disciples you expressed your desire that a center be opened in Oxford. Later you visited here and gave what Mukunda Maharaja calls a “stirring program” in the Town Hall. You also brought devotees to Oxford to investigate a “redundant” church that was on the market, and Mukunda Maharaja acted under your order to pursue renting or purchasing it as a temple. Several years have passed, and now a center is under way by the strength of your desire and the determination of devotees to see your Society represented in this important seat of Western learning.

We call your center “the Oxford Project” because we see it truly as a “project” in the dictionary sense of “a supplementary long-term assignment given by a teacher to students,” as well as “a large or important undertaking.” We see our mission here mainly in terms of study and teaching as important elements of “preaching.” You sometimes referred to your disciples as your students, suggesting the Western paradigm of teacher-student relationship, with its encouragement of critical inquiry, and indeed Teachings of Lord Caitanya is the name you gave to your summary study of the Caitanya-caritamrta. Universities pride themselves on safeguarding the spirit of inquiry, and we want to, with your blessings, develop this embryonic Project in such a way that it may gain solid footing and enduring presence in this world-renowned higher educational institution. 

We can report to you that in the twenty-three years since your physical departure from us, a gradual positive shift in attitude among academics indicates a growing acceptance of scholars representing varied faith traditions, including Vaisnava scholars. We realize increasingly the necessity of becoming mature in all aspects of our acting and speaking in order to properly represent you and all the Vaisnava acaryas, a necessity which involves very judicious presentation of Krsna consciousness in this arena of critical intellectual scrutiny.

All of us present here—your disciples Manjari-devi dasi, Rasamandala dasa, and Krsna-ksetra dasa, your grand-disciples Saunaka Rsi dasa, Hari-devi dasi, Isvara-Krsna dasa, Radha-Madhava-Sakhi-devi dasi, Bhakta-vatsala dasa, and Radhika-ramana dasa, and your followers Dave and Ronnie and several congregational members—all pray for your kind blessings to make our presence here to your liking and satisfaction as we individually and collectively work to imbibe Lord Caitanya’s teachings and make them available to others, “giving everyone the opportunity to hear about Krsna.”

Your eternal servants at the Oxford Project, Oxford, UK. 


(written by Krsna-ksetra dasa)

Padayatra India

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Last year was very successful for Padayatra India. On Radhastami we celebrated fifteen continuous years on the roads of Bharatavarsa. Walking from village to village, town to town, we have been distributing your books at a steadily increasing rate, from 5,000 to 10,000 small books and 2,000 to 4,000 big books per month. From the sales of books we are becoming more and more financially self-sufficient.

Now we are looking to establish a permanent Padayatra asrama at the ISKCON temple in Pandharpur, Maharashtra. This would be a place where padayatris could rest, study, and recuperate from time to time. It would also serve as a place for care and eventual retirement of our hard-working bullocks.

Padayatra is a wonderful program for new devotees to receive training. The devotees follow a regulated schedule of book distribution, reading, kirtana, preaching lectures in the evenings, prasadam distribution, and school preaching, all in the course of one day, not to mention following your prescribed routine of mangalarati, japa, class, guru-puja, and sandhya-arati. Padayatra is a paradise for brahmacaris.

This past year His Holiness Lokanath Swami visited Padayatra many times, and also His Grace Jaya Vijaya, ex-Padayatra manager of eleven years. They provided much inspiration for us in our services. We pray that we will continue to be blessed by their association and that of other senior devotees who are able to walk with us.

We thank them and we thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for being with us each day, not only in your murti form on the bullock cart, but by our side helping us overcome our difficulties in Krsna consciousness so we can remain strong to continue the preaching work on your behalf.

Finally, we would like to report that we have inaugurated a new Padayatra cart for Their Lordships Sri Sri Nitai-Gaurasundar and Your Divine Grace to ride on. Sri Sri Nitai-Gaurasundar are fulfilling Their own prediction of bringing the chanting of the holy name, the yuga-dharma, to every town and village.

Please bless us, Srila Prabhupada, and give us the strength and intelligence to become better instruments in Their hands.

Your spiritual grandchildren and servants on Padayatra in India. 

Prahlada and Kunti Devi Hostels

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

mukam karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim

yat-krpa tam aham vande sri-gurum dina-taranam

We know that you always desired that Krsna consciousness be preached among the student community. It is to carry out this desire of yours that we have established the first two Krsna conscious student hostels in the world, namely Prahlada Asrama and Kunti Devi Asrama, in the Indonesian city of Bandar Lampung.

During your days as a student at Scottish Churches’ College in  Calcutta, you never forgot Krsna even for a moment,  nor did you forget Him at any time during your life. However, most students of today hardly remember Krsna at all; indeed, they remember and contemplate everything except Krsna. As stated in the Caitanya-caritamrta, traditionally it has been most difficult to teach mundane students Krsna consciousness. The same is certainly true today, even in India.

However, we know that your mission is to give Krsna consciousness to everyone, regardless of their position. Therefore, we are thankful that you have inspired some of your disciples and grand-disciples to establish these two hostels where we now reside, so that as students we can complete our education and at the same time become fixed in Krsna consciousness. Surely without this mercy and kindness of yours we would also surely be drowning in the waves of maya, following the general populace.

You have kindly taught us that no education is complete without this raja-vidya, the king of education, Krsna consciousness. And you are surely the greatest professor of this supreme science of Krsna consciousness.

We pray to always be engaged in the service of your servants.

Your spiritual grandchildren at Prahlada and Kunti Devi Hostels, Bandar Lampung, Indonesia.

Radio Krishna Centrale

My beloved spiritual master Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisances at your divine lotus feet.

This earth planet is glorious because you have walked on her surface. Today is Your Divine Grace’s appearance day, and it is a joyful occasion.

Still, “appearance” reminds me of “disappearance,” and my mind wonders . . . where are you now? Then my vision broadens and I see you.

You are here in the pages of your books,

in your bedroom, lighted all night long.

You are here in the words of every lecture,

where it’s clear what’s right and what is wrong.

You are here with your ISKCON and prasadam, 

when we preach to the lost and fallen souls.

You are here when we meet any devotee

and welcome him by chanting haribol!

You are here on the vyasasana in every temple,

be it maha, large, medium, or just small.

You are here while performing early duties

with the Deities, Tulasi-devi, et al.

You are here on the Internet and Com,

even when some discussion gets hot.

You are here in your teachings and instructions,

which are what we’re all made of and all we’ve got.

You are here when I’m dreaming of you walking,

then you stop by and touch me on my head.

You are here in the strength of my recallings

and every time I hear “Prabhupada said . . . ”

You are here in your photos gently smiling,

with your pure love that captured our hearts.

You are here even now while I am writing,

and I know that you never did depart.

You are here. All that I’ve said is surely true . . . 

nonetheless this fallen soul is missing you.

Your humble servants at Radio Krishna Centrale, in Terni and Florence, Italy.

(written by Tridandi dasa)

Rupanuga Vedic College 

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances on this most auspicious day of your appearance.

Once you were asked if you could show some miracles. In reply you gestured toward your disciples and said, “This is my miracle, to turn mlecchas into Vaisnavas.” Recently some stories illustrating your “miracle” came to our attention and we would like to present them before you.

A man who had been searching for God without success happened to be visiting a friend of his in a Colorado mountain cabin. His friend had to leave. Left alone and looking over the books in the library, he was drawn to your Bhagavad-gita As It Is. While reading, he became transcendentally enlivened and could not stop until he had finished the book. From that point on, his life changed. Reading that eating bhoga was sin, he reduced his eating to only two slices of bread and one small cup of rice, thinking that if he must eat sin, better to eat as little as possible. He resolved to surrender at your lotus feet and is presently at the Rupanuga Vedic College, fully engaged in devotional service. The change in his person is apparent. He has become a happy dancing devotee, even mentioning that he never danced before coming to your shelter but now he just cannot stop.

Another young man was engaged in a very lucrative business and enjoyed life with many friends. One day a sankirtana devotee gave him one of your books on the street. Upon reading that book, he immediately gave up meat-eating, intoxication, gambling, and illicit sex. Presently he is at the Rupanuga Vedic College happily engaged in devotional service.

Some time ago one of your book distributors was standing in a parking lot. A gentleman drove up with his family and, pointing to the book in the devotee’s hand, asked, “Is that The Nectar of Devotion?” After purchasing the NOD and speaking with the devotee for a short time, he confided, “I have never met devotees or been to a temple, but I just love reading the swami’s books.” He purchased another book and promised to visit the temple soon.

Recently we received a phone call from a seventy-eight-year-old gentleman, Willie, who revealed that he was dying of cancer in a nearby hospital. He had seen your ISKCON devotees chanting harinama in public. He was very inquisitive as to his next destination after death. At the end of the discussion he asked very seriously, “Now that I am dying, what should I do?” We answered that he should simply chant the holy name. On the phone we instructed him how to chant the maha-mantra, and he very sincerely learned. A few days later we received a call from his son. It turns out that Willie’s last words were Hare Krsna. He had requested his son to inform us of that fact.

Srila Prabhupada, your books are the ultimate source of all fulfillment, just like streams of nectar from the Lord’s lotus feet. Those who associated with you in your vapu form were spiritually enlivened. Association with you in your book form has the same effect. Conditioned souls are still taking advantage of your association, giving up material life and developing pure love of Krsna. You are still turning mlecchas into Vaisnavas.

We are eternally grateful to you. Our debt to you is immeasurable, and although we are helplessly harassed by the modes of material nature and plagued by so many anarthas, still we are trying to offer whatever little service we can.

We humbly beg that you accept us as your servants and always keep us fully engaged in your “miraculous” mission.

Your servants at the Rupanuga Vedic College, in Kansas City, Kansas, USA. 

The Saraswati Charitable Trust

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to your unceasing mercy upon the fallen, deluded souls suffering in this temporary world—namely, ourselves! 

Having just returned from the Gaura Purnima festivals in Sridham Mayapur and Sri Vrndavana dhama, I can say that your mercy is indeed still pouring down without limit. This is especially evident from those wonderful devotees who are simply trying to follow your instructions with devotion and with determination. Through them, I can feel your presence.

For example, as we circumambulated around the Mayapur Deity altars one morning before greeting of the Deities, Jananivasa Prabhu very sweetly reminded me of a few services I had done in the past in Sridham Mayapur (I used to dress the Deities with him in the early 1970’s). Srila Prabhupada, he told me that oftentimes, when you would take your morning walks, I used to sing the “Udila Aruna” bhajana over the temple PA system with one Bengali devotee, and how that bhajana would drift over the rice-paddy fields where you would hear it. He told me how much you appreciated that. Then he reminded me of how I had introduced the chanting of the Purusa Sukta while he would bathe salagrama-sila Gadadhara (the movement’s first salagrama-sila). And how they still do that today. He gently offered these remembrances to me with a very warm appreciative smile and with much kindness.

Until Jananivasa Prabhu jogged my memory, I had completely forgotten these little events of twenty-five years ago. After all, they were really pretty insignificant. Or rather, utterly insignificant. Every single one of us has done so many kinds of devotional services over the years. Preaching, book distribution, prasadam distribution, chanting, dancing, touching our heads to the temple floor. But in the broadest sense, compared with what you have accomplished, Srila Prabhupada, I think it would be fair to say that whatever we may have accomplished, no matter how we may look at it, is all ultimately insignificant. Insignificant with your mercy! Of course, if we were to humbly, purely, and completely surrender to your mercy, things could be much different for ourselves and for everyone living in this world.

So of what real lasting importance could there be in these very simple services done twenty-five years ago? Activities so insignificant that I had completely forgotten about them?

Well, what I learned from Jananivasa Prabhu that day in Mayapur was that although our actions and attempts to serve may be utterly insignificant, they are never forgotten. Not only are they never forgotten, but they are actually appreciated with an abundance of love and sweet causeless mercy. And that is the inconceivable blessing that you brought to us, Srila Prabhupada. You gave to us a process of approaching the Supreme Lord that is so wonderful and so intimate that our many childlike, stumbling devotional efforts can somehow actually reach Him and please Him. 

Each and every one of us should be encouraged to discover a way to express our personal devotional service to the Lord. Our own personal expression. Regardless of anything that may be happening around us! Fortunately, none of our insignificant services will ever be forgotten. Following your example, Srila Prabhupada, we must deepen our desires to lovingly serve and plant the seeds of Krsna consciousness everywhere with greater and greater determination. And following your instruction, we must keep visiting the holy dhamas. By doing so we will become spiritually nourished, refreshed, and blessed with renewed determination by associating directly with the spiritual world, the Lord, and His wonderful devotees, of whom you are the very best of all! All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada!

Your insignificant servants at The Saraswati Charitable Trust (TSCT)..

(written by Satyanarayana dasa)

Society for Cow Protection 

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to you and to this glorious day of your appearance!

We never met personally, Srila Prabhupada, but I will always remember the day when you came into my life through your books and your instructions. Many years have gone by since then, and your association has become more and more important for me from day to day, year to year. Now I can say that you are the most important person in my little, insignificant life. I cannot do anything else but love you with all my heart and desire your association more and more, since you have been always here for me, guiding me, instructing me, and helping me whenever I turned to you in need. I have learned to associate with you and to live with you. You have become so important in my life. You are my support, adviser, well-wisher, and lord.

You are present in my life not only through your instructions, but also through your representatives—my spiritual master and your sons and daughters and grandsons and granddaughters. Thanks to you, I have the association of highly elevated devotees, who help me serve you and be part of your mission. I do little things, but I feel I am part of your mission and a member of your ISKCON family. I live as you wished your disciples to live. I have left the association of karmis, become a faithful wife to my husband, and a loving and surrendered mother to my children. Thanks to your wish and instructions that we should protect cows, I haven’t sold my cow but take care of her and her offspring with the help of your dedicated disciples and representatives from ISCOWP. In this way we lead this little Society for Cow Protection, called GOPALA. Thanks to you, my sons and I earn our living by distributing prasadam, and I can only say thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for all of that. I thank you for making it possible for us to live such a life full of meaning, purification, and hope. What do we hope for? That the day will come when we shall be prepared to leave everything in this material world and return back to Sri Sri Radha-Krsna and our eternal service. 

Srila Prabhupada, I cannot glorify you with great words or great deeds, but only with my insignificant life, which became bright and nice when you appeared in it. I hope, Srila Prabhupada, that you are satisfied with me, and I shall sincerely try to serve and satisfy you more and more. You know that I am prepared to do whatever you and your representatives wish from me. I live for serving you, Srila Prabhupada, and ask you to always engage me in your service. I am yours and live for serving you and your servants lifetime after lifetime. 

Whoever has met you has seen what a great personality, what a great acarya, you are. You have saved and changed the whole universe by your presence, as you have saved and changed the little one I am in. Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for everything. May everyone hear your glories and be saved by you. 

Your servants at the Society for Cow Protection in Novi Sad, Serbia. 

(written by Paramesvari-devi dasi)

Tauranga

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances on this sublime day. All glories to you!

February 1961. Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-puja offering to Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati (excerpts):

Even now, my Godbrothers, you return here on the order of our

master, and together we engage in this puja.

But simply a festival of flowers and fruits does not constitute

worship. The one who serves the message of the guru really worships him. . . . 

Oh shame! My dear brothers, aren’t you embarrassed? . . . 

But just take a look at the terrible situation that has arisen. . . . 

From the seas, across the earth, penetrate the universal shell;

come together and preach this Krsna consciousness.

August 2000. Vyasa-puja offering to Srila Prabhupada.

ISKCON devotee (a bit embarrassed): 

Srila Prabhupada, I would like to express myself honestly to you today, and quite honestly . . . 

ISKCON’s full of problems,

It’s very plain to see.

Someone should really do something—

The leaders I mean . . . not me.

After all, what can I do?

I’m only little me.

I’m broke and sick and a woman to boot,

and pushing forty-three.

Srila Prabhupada (humbly):

The Gaudiya Math was at war,

It was plain for all to see.

But someone had to fulfill the wish of

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati.

I thought, “Now what can I do—

a jiva small and tiny,

forty rupees and two heart attacks,

a lone old Indian swami?”

Devotee: 

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada.

Your example . . . well, it’s plain to see.

The future of your ISKCON

Is up to all us leaders, including me.

Your servants in Tauranga, New Zealand.

The Vaisnava Institute of Higher Education of North America

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Srila Prabhupada, in your teachings you have provided the world with the seeds for a spiritual and cultural revolution. Of course, such a revolution is not one of fanaticism and mob rule. Rather, it is one of individual people gaining the inner inspiration to turn to Krsna in devotion, then helping to inspire others to do the same. Witnessing this, we feel that it is important to note that no matter how powerful a philosophy is, it is practically impossible for people to give their lives to it unless they have a living example and relationship with those who embody it. Therefore, in this offering, we would like to offer you our gratitude for two main reasons. First of all, you have mercifully carried to us the incomparable devotional philosophy of Lord Caitanya and the acaryas. Moreover, you have lovingly drawn us to adopt this path by your personal example of uncompromising saintliness, as well as your loving reciprocation with us. 

You have said in the Srimad-Bhagavatam that “Everyone has dormant love for Krsna, and by culture and education that has to be awakened. That is the purpose of this Krsna consciousness movement.” We beg you to bless us with the intelligence to understand this deep message of bhagavata philosophy, and more importantly, with the conviction to live it. Then, with both knowledge and proper conduct, we may act as living testaments to your glory.

Your indebted servants at the VIHE of North America.

Vrndavana Institute of Higher Education (VIHE)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

Recently I heard a tape of you discussing standards for your Gurukula system. Your voice was relaxed and matter-of-fact as you outlined how the children should eat, how long their classes should be, and so on. You sounded caring and concerned, but you didn’t sound like you were giving us orders etched in stone for the next ten thousand years. Yet we often take your statements in a fanatical and superficial way—as in the past case of Gurukula and many other things—and reap adverse results.

On the other hand, we sometimes would like to see your core teachings adjusted. Perhaps they are no longer applicable or practical. After all, times have changed. Or because so-and-so has said something different and more attractive, we are now following him rather than you.

Both approaches, in my estimation, are to be avoided.

I don’t want to minimize your teachings, but neither do I want to make a mockery of them by following them in a foolish manner.

This seems to be our big challenge in trying to serve you properly. My understanding, Srila Prabhupada, is that if we change a principle you and the sastra have established, we are finished. But I also understand that if we don’t adjust a detail when needed, we are also in trouble—we lose our pertinence, become open to niyamagraha, and often treat fellow devotees harshly as we stick your quotes in front of each other’s faces in indignation.

Srila Prabhupada, I want to serve you, follow you, please you, and feel your presence. These days devotees go here and there and preach this and that. I hope they are happy and achieve success. For me, I want your smile, your glance, your blessings—bas.

Srila Prabhupada, please guide me through these rough times. Enable me to stick to your service, avoid aparadhas, and get real about Krsna consciousness. Please help me be chaste to the principles that you have taught, yet grant me the intelligence to adjust details, only when necessary, in a dynamic way to serve you and spread Krsna consciousness.

Your servants at the Vrndavana Institute of Higher Education (VIHE).

(written by Braja Bihari dasa)

Women’s Ministry

My dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my most humble and fallen obeisances at your lotus feet. 

The good fortune of coming into association with you, Srila Prabhupada, the most transcendental personality in the universe, is an unexplained phenomenon—truly a blessing sent from Krsna. You have the power, either through your words or your presence, to spiritualize everyone with whom you come into contact, even the most misdirected, materialistic individuals. Thus, by your divine association you have miraculously transformed unsaintly characters into transcendental messengers. 

You picked up souls lost in the depths of Maya’s ocean and gave us krsna-katha and prasadam. We were your audience, and though we had deafened ears, you persisted in preaching and cracked our hardened hearts. Then, after purifying our polluted minds with transcendental knowledge, you sent us off to preach, extending your potency to reach the entire world, every town and village. You personally took us to Krsna’s abode, allowed us to become a part of your transcendental pastimes, and endeared yourself to our hearts. You taught us that faith in Krsna is all we need to conquer the world. You gave us a reason to live, a lifestyle to live by, and communities to live in. “Chant and be happy!” you instructed, and offered us Krsna’s protection, free of charge. Your legacy continues to live on through your dedicated disciples, and your mercy continues to rain upon lost souls, providing a spiritual haven from the miseries of life. 

As my protector, well-wisher, and beloved spiritual master, you have led me through the trials and tribulations of this world, even when I turned away. Maya’s illusions are there to distract us; feeling confident, I took her hand and walked with her down the trodden path. But I have learned that Maya’s path can be very treacherous, and without your mercy there is no shelter from the harsh realities of material life. Bewildered by this world, I am hopeless; however, your blessings give me strength to carry on, and from within me you direct my confused mind, always bringing me back to Krsna for shelter. Your mercy is available for the taking at every minute of every day, and it’s up to each and every one of us to accept or reject the shelter you provide.

O Srila Prabhupada, may I be blessed to have the association of your devotees, to be engaged in your transcendental service, to distribute Krsna philosophy to the unsuspecting, and to remain in the soothing shelter of your lotus feet.

Your unworthy servants at the Women’s Ministry.

(written by Citralekha-devi dasi) 

[END]
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